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MB. BELMfOI 


date: December 14, 1951 




ALLEGED LEAK FROM bHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE 
DECEMBER AO 3 1951, TO JACKfANDEBSON, LEG MM 

FOR mmZ&mSM all INFORMftTlON CONTAINS! . 

ESPIONAGE “ % u> MHMftSSiRED * 
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AM IMPORTATION CONTAINS) x 
OATS ) 


At 9;00 A.M . on December 14 3 1951 3 SAC Hood and 
Special Agents Kenneth T. Delavigne and Carl Graham 3 of the , »*— 

Washington Field Office 3 were briefed in my office on the. /j Gja/ 

investigation requested by the President in the above-entitled |rrOT 
matter. They were furnished copies of my memorandum dated \ 

December 13, 1951, setting forth the results of the interview 
with Secretary Lovett, 

Mr. Hood was advised that this investigation was t o be 
handled on a specfaj. Basis and it was t o be~^d 7 ^Te fe^gs^gp^dly 
as possible." He was advised to put whatever personnel is 
necesTary on the investigation to accomplish this He was advised 
to submit a daily teletype showing the progress of this matter. 

Supervisor Roach, of the Liaison Unit, wascaUed _ in 
at the same time and was; 

tKis' morning for~the purpose of advising him that Secretary 
£oveTt~md' Lto'ught up^the question of a possible microphone in 
the Cabinet Boom. Mr. Roach was instructed t<L_adp^se_J.dmiral 
Dennison that "i f it was desired ,_we_would_,mafe~a~check_ ,qj .,’ vtle 

Cabinet roo'm to ascertain_whether_ there was a mcrophone jn the 
At^fffs^n-oalled ire la-ber from the White House to advise 
tim AinilaiJ^lWxmiwu4Miek. Because the Pres went s 
came through Admiral Dennison, 

the Admiral by telephone and see whom he should ^jcuss with. 

MrT-RbacfrdU so "and spoke^Matt^Connelly,^ ^ 

all mean-s^QhecKshould , tp^ made o/We. rp q*. AWLO^nis were 
made with the Laboratory_Jo_JmmeJjatelp^ • 

CoTbeW~Jff^efMS^SP.u^j§ this morning to contact Mr. Roach fo 

purpose of checking the Cabinet room. 

At approximately 11:00 A.H. I spoke again to 

Hood and advised him that me must bear down vis' or °te re sted and 
investigation, that the President is personally interested, ana 
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will undoubtedly be making inquiry concerning it for the purpose 
of making examples of any persons responsible. I advised Mr : .^ JHood 
t hat Mr, Henn rich was .ft ein.Q— Placad,Sn~dSr.ecd:^jo,hajzg&^qfjhjjs 
invest igation and Mr, Hood should report to him, I told him 
that as liiahy men 'should" he put on this as is necessary to handle 
the investigation expeditiously, bearing in mind that some of the 
officials may be leaving town for the holidays, J told him~lhhat 
we should work j 3 . 7 j ._0 7-day week basis to get this.,plearpd up_ promptly. 
l"~toid him that'the men to go on this case should be seasoned, mature 
men and not the type who are going to resign and talk about Bureau 
investigations afterwards, Hr, Hood was advised that Mr, H ennrich 
would sit in on some of the interviews on a high level, I _ 
pointed out that we were anxious that not only a thorough job 
be done on this but that the proper impression was made during 
the interviews, 


I adv ised Mr., Hood th at we_wanted £>e adv.is.sA,daily 
of developmentjum&,3£-J*nM~unusuai„d eveJopments_or r a . break in 

the case~occurred, we wanted to _ be advised at^QXLQA, Mr. Hood was 

advTshdTthAt~~th~e~'Jlg'enAs~viD'r'kihg oh this should keep their mouths 
shut, that 'we did not want any bull sessions in the WO, and the 
investigation was to be considered confJ,dAAi-Aa>l • 


J also briefed Mr. Hennrich along the above lines and 
told him that we want to keep the Director advised by memorandum 
each morning and that we want to advise the Director telephonically 
of any break in the case or unusual incidents of importance. I 
also advised Mr. Hennrich that we do not want any talk about 
this case here at the Bureau and it is not to be discussed 
outside the Bureau at this time. 
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ALLEGED LEAK FROM WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE } 
DECEMBER 10, 1951 , TO JACK*ANDERSON 3 LEG . 
FOR DREW^PEARSON r 

ESPIONAGE - X , 


nderson 3 leg man 






D rew Pe_a .pspjxL&~-CjoJAimn which appeared in the , 

Washington Post this pmorning .does not carry the _story kj 

involved in this investigation, You will recall that fqur ' 
information was that it would appear in his column for today. 


During an interview with Colonel Clifton of General 
Bradley's staff 3 it was disclosed that Roberi$Allen’_s.~ column 
in the New York post for December 13 did car.rjy„>a, .column 
purportedly very similar to that which had been displayed by 
Jack A nder son to Acting Secretary Whitehair and Ge neral 
Bradley, We were unable to obtain a copy of ~the New York 
PdsKKCast night in Washington, I called the New York .Off ice 
and arranged to have the column dispatched by teletype, A 
copy is attached , ~SA Barloga of the New York Office advised 
that this column appjjzr.e.d.^Qnly^-in-jone .late, edition of the 
New York Post and that earlier editions did not carry the 
story. You will note that the c QjMmn_g.Q.n,t.aSii.S-~-whai.purports 
to Ge quotes by the President 3 General Bradley 3 General 
Vanden'be'rg and General Collins, The quoted remarks 
allegedly were made at a "big ^inference" after the President ’ s 
return, SAC Hood has been instructed to make copies of this 
available to the Agents handling the interviev)S in order that 
the authenticity of the alleged quotes can be verified . 

Colonel Clifton revealed that Clayton Fritchey } Chief 
| of Public Information for the Defense Department 3 has~statecT' 
that Ire was plqyfng cards with Drev) Pearson on the evening of 
December 12 when Jack Anderson was called over to the Pentagon 
and * on that occasion Pearson exhibited to him a copy of^the 
draft for the column in question, Fritchey is alleged to have 
made~~the statement that he did not see^anytJiiit^ 'Objectionable 
in the column as i t v)as originally written nor in the column- 
as it was edited by General Bradley, We v)ill follow through 
dfTfhis and Fritchey will be interviewed, J, 

I have instructed SAC Hood that in connection with 
the interviews conducted 3 the interviewees should be abked 
specifically as to what restrictions they considered themselves 
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under when disclosing information vihich went on at the 
December 10 conference and that we definitely establish the 
security regulations and precedent in connection with 
disclosures of items discussed and especially 3 of course 3 any 
specific restrictions which may have been placed on this 
particular conference. 

ACTION: 



Int ervie ws .as, outlinedin mu memorandum of 
December 14 are continuing today. It would be advantage oust 
at this point to know whether Pearson actually had the Jack 
A nderson item on tKe~~BeTT 'Syndrvcnter- wires and if so whether 
t ile complete column was killed. It is suggested that this 
problem be referred to Mr. Nichols 1 office for an opinion 
as to whether we can safely make inquiries in this regard. 

In the event inquiries can be made 3 the specific time of 
filing the column and the specific time of killing the column, 
if it was killed 3 should be obtained. 



- 2 - 




STANDARD FORM NO. 64 


I 


Office Memorandum • united states government 


i 

;ta' 




TO 


DIRECTOR# FBI 


date: December $.% $951' 


^Wom : SAC, WO (65-6060) 


/' i 







/ 


SUBJECT: DREW REARS ON# 

ALLEGED LEAK FROM WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE 
DECE MBER 10, 1951, TO JACK^ANDERSON, LEG-MAN 
FOR H EEMSON, MCKSSSg- 3 

e 


ESPIOUA® - X* 


* wv * 'Tl'Z rfa (jl / . t iif 1*« — 


Ae a matter of interest, there is attached hereto a memorandum dated ^ 
December 10, 1951, prepared by THOMAS E. FINIETTER, following his attendance at," 
the President’s Conference at the White House on December 10, 1951* 

It is requested that the original and a copy be returned to the 
Washington Field Office, 
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

ALL FBI INFORMATION CONTAINED 

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

DATE 10-10-2012 BY 60324 UC BAf/TJAE ,'F.YS 

1. The conference with the President today on 
the Korean situation failed to bring out certain im¬ 
portant points. 

2. At the meeting it was decided that, since 
we now have what we went into Korea to get, namely the 
defeat of the aggression, we should adopt the attitude 
of conceding all points within reason to get the cease¬ 
fire. 


3 . What wasn*t said, however, is that once we 
get a cease-fire, from that moment on our military 
position deteriorates . T^he dblnese. free from our 
interdiction campaign, can bring in awn and materiel - 
and no inspection teams of ours are going to stop them. 
Our morale will go down. Our fighting ability will go 
down. And our domestic support for the operation will 
go down further than it already has. 


4. -Mbrebver.-' :tbier , it:talhliik' of tha cease-fire 
may fall to defeat the Russo-Chlnese plan oi pinning 
down large quantities of our military power in Korea . 

This results from tlnie.fact that “an "agreement to permit 

the gradual withdrawal of UN and Communist troops, 
without a firm decision in advance by the UN to punish 
a violation of the cease-fire by aggressive means, is 
not to our Interest, and cannot be carried out without 
risking all we have fought for in Korea. Once we 
withdraw our troops they are going to be very hard to 
put back. On the contra ry it would be easy for the 
Communists to withdraw beyond the Yalu and come back 
whenever they want to. 

In short, a cease-fire without a firm 
position and statement as to what the uN intends to do 
if the terms of the cease-fire are broken and without 
provision for the rapid withdrawal of UN troops , is a 
disadvantageous operation from our point of 1 view. 

. 5 . The question arises what then should we do? 
The following is suggested: 















a. Make a provision In tha cease-fire ar- 
rangemente which will raault in tha United Nations 
ground troops being pullad out as rapidly as they can 
ha after tha signing of tha caasa-fira. 

b. Laava a thin lina of South Krean troops, 
and mayba avan a token Unitad Nations fores, in South 
Korea. 


e. Make arrangements with our major allies 
to issue a Joint statement, approved by the UN, serv¬ 
ing notice on China that wa no longer intend to hold 
tha Korean front by great ground forces as at present, 
hut that if tha Chinese run over our modest forces 
that will bring down vast retaliatory action by tha 
UN on tha mainland of China. Wa should also consider 
whether this statement might not contain a request to 
Russia to use her bast efforts to prevent tha Chinese 
from violating tha cease-fire agreement. 

d. Wa must agree with our frlende in the 
UN what this vaat retaliatory action means. It 
presumably would mean a naval blockade, haraesueent of 
the lines of communication by bombing, continuing tha 
use of guerrilla troope, and maybe releasing Chiang 
for action on the mainland. The question of oermn 
other special air action would havo to bo considered; 
also the use of the A-bomb. These are, however. In a 
way, questions of detail. The important thing is to 
get agreement with our friends in UN to be ready to go 
through with a good tough campaign, but without the 
use of ground troops other than Chiang*s. 
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DREW PEARSON, ALLEGED BEAK FRCM WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE EEC TEN FIFTY fciffi" 

” fV 


TO JACK ANDERSON, LEG-MAN FOR DREW PEARSON, ESP LASH X. (S EN, RO BERT LANDRY 
AIR FORCE AID'TO THE PRESIDENT, ATTENDED MEETING AT WHITE HOUSE DEALING 

_ ' t 

WITH PROBLEMS IN WESTERN PACIFIC AND WESTERN EUROPE ON DEC. TEN LAST, AND 
REGARDS IT AS MOST IMPORTANT HE HAS ATTENDED THERE, HE KNEW OF CONFERENCE 
BEING SCHEDULED WHIIE AT KEY WEST WITH PRESIDENT. FOLLOWING STAFF CONFERENCE 
WITH PRESIDENT AT TEN A.M., DECEMBER TEN IAST, LANDRY INQUIRED IF STAFF 
SHOULD ATTEND THE MAIN CONFERENCE, AND PRESIDENT ADVISED AFFIRMATIVELY. 


LANDRY^STATES _N0 STENOGRAPHER PRESENT, AND BEJKNCWS OF NO NOTES MADE DURING 


OR AFTER CONFERENCE* CONFERENCE IASTED APPROXIMATELY ONE HOUR. HE SAW 

NO ONE ENTER CR LEAVE ROOM DURING CONFERENCE. NO AGENDA FURNISHED IN 

ADVANCE. PRESIDENT ENTERED, SHOOK HANDS WITH ALL PRESENT AND STARTED 

CONFERENCE BY EXPRESSING CONCERN OVER WORLD CONDITIONS, ESPECIALLY IN 

KOREA. PRESIDENT EXPRESSED FEAR TEAT IET-DCWN OF PEACE NEGOTIATIONS 

WOULD LOWER MORALE IN THIS COUNTRY AND AISO STATED HE WAS INTERESTED 

ELECTION 

BECAUSE IT WOULD BE A DIFFICULT YEAR. PRESIDENT ASKED FOR VIEWS ON 
THESE MATTERS AND FOR BRIEFING ON KOREAN SITUATION BY ®N. BRADLEY. BRADLEY 
REPORTED LITTIE PROGRESS ON ARMISTICE AND THAT UN COULD NOT YIELD ON ANY 
MAJOR POINTS. LANDRY BELIEVES BRADLEY BROUGHT UP QUESTION OF REHABILETATKSJ 
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OF RAILROADS, ROADS, ETC., BUT BRADLEY THOUGHT IT NOT A MAJOR ISSUE AND 
WAS CUE m WHICH UN MIGHT YIEID. PRESIDENT WANTED A DVISERS OPINIONS ON 
TEES. BRADLEY ALSO DISCUSSED RED AIR FORCE SITUATION. GEN. COLLINS 
ASSURED PRESIDENT UN FORCES COUID NOT BE DISLODGED FROM KOREA. DISCUSSION 
OF WHAT UN TO DO IF ARMISTICE FAIIED LED TO STATEMENT THAT THEN UN MIGHT 
HAVE TO USE CERTAIN THINGS AND REDS SHOULD BE SO ADVISED. ADMIRAL EE3CBTEEER 

* k. > 

OPPOSED ANY COMMITMENT WE MIGHT BE FORCED TO CHAN® THROUGH INTERNATIONAL 
CHAR®, BUT INSISTED ON TAKING A FIRM STAND. (SEEN. VANDENBE RG SPOKE OF AIR 
SITUATION AND HECdMENDED COMPLETE WITHDRAWAL TO JAPAN OF OUR FORCES 
IN KOREA, IN EVENT OF CEASE FIHE^TO AVOID BEING TRAPPED AND TEEL REDS IF 
THEY PROCEED FURTHER, IT MEANS ALL-OUT WAR. VANDENBERG-S VIEW ON THIS 
DIFFERS FROM OTHERS PRESENT. PRESIDENT FINALLY AGREED WITH BRADEEY-S 
VIEW ON REHABILITATION OF RAILROADS AND ROADS. SECRETARY LOVETT OPPOSED 
YIELDING OF ANY MAJOR POINTS TO REDS. ACTING SECRETARY OF NAVY,_WHITEEAIR, 
OF OPINION ASIATIC PEOPLE CONTENT TO CARRY ON NEGOTIATIONS INDEFINITELY. 
SECRETARY FRANK PACE AGREED WITH BRADLEY AND FELT UN WON ITS POINT IN 
STOPPING AGGRESSION AND POSHING ENEMY BACK TO ITS OWN IAND AND THE® POINTS 
TO BE CONSIDERED IN PRESENT NEGOTIATIONS. PACE AISO CONCERNED OVER BUILD¬ 
UP OF RED AIR FORCE. FREEMAN MATTHEWS, OF STATE DEPARTMENT, OF OPINION 
PROGRESS MADE CN PEACE NEGOTIATIONS AND STATE LEFT. AND MILITARY MEN ARE 
IN AGREEMENT ON NEGOTIATIONS. HEIATXVE WESTERN EUROPE, SECRETARY LOVETT 
EXPRESSED CONCERN OVER FRENCH FINANCES AND STATED BRITAIN CANNOT MEET 
MILITARY COMMITMENTS. HIS OPINION GERMANY IS KEY TO BUILD-UP CF STRENGTH 
OF WESTERN EUROPE. PACE STATED HE FOUND TROOP MORALE AND SPIRIT GOOD IN 


- 2 - 


AUSTRIA. AND GERMANY. I ANDRY B ELIEVES PRESIDENT CONTENT WIOB PRESENT 
POLICIES OF NEGOTIATIONS. PRESIDENT STATED GLAD FOR THEIR IDEAS AND 
EMPHASIZ ED THERE MUST BE NO IEf-DOWN. LANDRY DOES NOT RECALL PRESIDENT 
STOPPING TO CONVERSE WITH ANYONE WHILE DEPARTING FROM CABINET ROC*. 

(* LEAVING CONFERENCE, IANDRY STOPPED IN MAT CCNNOLLY-S OFFICE, AND JOE 
SHORT, SECRETARY, ASKED IF PRESIDENT DESIGNATED SOMEONE TO SEE SHORT ABOUT 
ISSUING PRESS RELEASE. ADMIRAL DENNISON AND CONNOLLY WERE PRESENT TEEN. 
LANDR Y SAID NO AND SUGGESTED SHORT SEE PRESIDENT OR LOVETT. IANDRY 
KNOWS OF NOTHING BEING PUT IN WRITING ABOUT THIS CONFERENCE. HE STATES 
BEHAS DISCUSSED IT WITH NO ONE BUT PRESIDENT SINCE THEN. IANDRY STATES 
NOT PERSONALLY ACQUAINTED AND HAS HAD NO CONTACT WUE DREW PEARSON OR 
JACK_ANDERSON. I AST S AW PEARSON OVER ONE YEAR AGO. HAS NO INFORMATION 
CONCERNING POSSIBLE SOURCE OF LEAK OF INFORMATION. 
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DREW PEARSON, ALLEGED LEAK PROM WHITEHOUSE CONFERENCE DEC 
FIF TYONE ? __JT0 JACK ANDERSON, LEG-MAN FOR DREW PEARSON, ESP DASH 
X. (JAMES E. LAY, JR^i EXECUTIVE SECRETARY, NATIONAL SECURITY 


X. (JAMES E. LAY, JR*1 EXECUTIVE SECRETARY, NATIONAL SECURITY 
C OUNCIL. TjjiSvi EWED HIS OFFICE THIS DATE. HE FURNISHED 

I l iwllfllft ■» 

GENERAL INFO AS TO TOPICS DISCUSSED AT PRESIDENT'S CONFERENCE 
MORNING OF DEC TEN LAST. LAY STATES HE TOOK PERSONAL NOTES AT 

i^rtintTiiiiiniMiiiiiii ifiiffrP' i™’***^*^***^^*-^ intiiiit'DiiiT^itTii it'iritnfi rtrtm ,-rr'i "iv" i —r' 

CONFERENCE FOR BENEFIT OF PRESIDENT AND PLACED THEM IN LAY'S 

**■*—*nmifiiMuiiiiitiTmil rlMlnitir'i ' fi ;i fi~ th •'•"•"'’*-' 

O FFICE SA FE.,., HE DESCRIBED NOTES AS PERSONAL PROPERTY OF 

-- — 

PRESIDENT, THEREFORE NO REQUEST MADE BY INTERVIEWING AGENTS 
TO PRODUCE NOTES PENDING BUREAU AUTHORITY, LAY STATES HIS 
SECRETA RY WOUL D HAVE ACCESS TO SAFE BUT DOUBTS ANYONE BU T HE 
P^SONALLX COULD INTERPRET THEM*. LAY ADVISED HE BRIEFED HIS 

INDIVIDUALS PRESENT AT CONFERENCE. STATES GLEASON IS HIS 
ALT ERNA TE ANDKEERS HIM PERSONALLY AD VISED .ON SUCR,,MATTERS. 

IN ORDE R THAT HE BE AS WELL INFORMED AS LAY. LAY COMMENTED 
•AS FOLLOWS CONCERNING FOLLOWING PORTION OF ROBERT S. ALLEN 
ARTICLE AS REFLECTED IN NY TEL. QUOTE THE UN CAN HAVE A 
CEASE FIRE IN KOREA BUT AT THE COST OF IMPORTANT CONCESSIONS 
TO THE REDS. THAT'S WHAT THE JOINT CHIEFS TOLD THE PRESIDENT 
PET/JAO:aalc . - i<l | CS " /?/? c 7?^ ^ L 
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WPO 65-6060 

IN THEIR BIG CONFERENCE WITH HIM AFTER HIS RETURN. GEN BRADLEY 
DECLARED THE PROTRACTED TRUCE NEGOTIATIONS HAVE REACHED THE 
POINT WHERE A FEW CONCESSIONS ON BOTH SIDES COULD BRING AN 
AGREEMENT IF THE COMMUNISTS REALLY WANT ONE. END QUOTE. LAY 
DESCRIBED THIS AS A GOOD SUMMATION OF BRADLEY’S IDEAS PRESENTED 


AT THE CONFERENCE. AS TO THE ALLEGED STATEMENT OF GEN 
VANDENBSRG IN ALLEN’S ARTICLE, QUOTE I WANT A CEASE FIRE IF 
ONE CAN BE WORKED OUT THAT IS FAIR AND PROPER. BUT I DON’T 
SEE^HOW WE CAN SAFELY DO ANYTHING THAT WILL ENABLE THE REDS 


T0J3UILD UP THEIR AIR STRENGTH. THAT IS WHAT PERMITTING THEM 
TO BUILD AIR FIELDS WILL AMOUNT TO. SUCH BASES IN NORTH 
KOREA WILL BE OF GREAT COMBAT VALUE TO THEM IF THEY DECIDE TO 
BREAK THE: TRUCE NEXT SPRING, WHICH I WOULDN'T PUT PAST THEM. 
UNQUOTE. LAY ST ATED THA T THIS QUOTATION W AS DEFINIT ELY 
ERRONEOUS AND .MAS ..NOT DISCUSSED BY VANDBNBBRG AT THE CONFERENCE. 


ACCORDING TO LAY, VANDENBERG MADE NO SUCH STATEMENT AT THE 
CONF ERENCE, BUT INDICATED AGREEMENT WITH SUGGESTION OF GEN 
BR ADLEY THAT POSSIBLY CONCESSIONS ON AIR FIELDS MIGHT BE MADE 


IN THE FUTURE. LAY COULD NOT RECALL A STATEMENT ATTRIBUTED 
TO GEN J. LAWTON COLLINS THAT THE COMMUNISTS' REFUSAL TO AGREE 
ON ROTATION OF TROOPS WAS QUOTE AN UNFAIR DEMAND AND THE ONLY 


REASON TOE REDS ARE MAKING IT IS TO TRY TO FORCE US TO GIVE 
IN ON AIR FIELDS, END QUOTE. LAZ FURTHER COULD NOT RECALL A 


r\ 
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STATEMENT ATTRIBUTED TO COLLINS BY ALLEN AS TO THE REPLACEMENT 

ISSUE THAT QUOTE THE REDS WOULD HAVE THE SAME RIGHT AS US ON 

| .... 

THAT AND I DON’T SEE WHY THEY SHOULD OBJECT TO IT EXCEPT FOR 
TRADING PURPOSES. UNQUOTE. LAY DESCRIBED ALLEN'S REPORT AS TO 
T HE PR ESIDENT'S STATEMENT REGARDING CONCESSIONS AS AN 
EXCELLENT RESUME OF THE ^PRESIDENT»S ATTITUDE. LAY WAS OF THE 
OPINION THAT INFORMATION RELATING TO THE PRESIDENT'S ATTITUDE 
AS TO CONCESSIONS COULD ONLY HAVE COME FROM SOMEONE ATTENDING 
THE CONFERENCE INASMUCH AS HE DID NOT BELIEVE THAT SUCH ATTITUDE 
WAS -CLEARLY KNOW TO ANYONE UNTIL THE CONFERENCE. UNDERSECRETARY 
OF STATE JAMES E. WEBB AND ASS»T SECRETARY OF STATE H. FREEMAN 
M ATTfe s INTERVIEWED DEC FOITRTEEN LAST. 30TH FURNISHE D GENERAI* 

' INFORMTION AS TO MTTERS DISCUSSED,AT CONFERENCE. ROBERT S. 

ALLEN ARTICLE NOT AVAILABLE THAT DATE AND THUS THEIR REACTIONS 

■’ V > 

; > 'THERETO NOT KNOWN AT PRESENT. EFFORTS WILL BE MADE TO DISCUSS 


SAID ARTICLE EARLY NEXT WEEK. 
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“ DREW PEARSON, ALLEGED LEAK FRCM WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE DECEMBER TEN,. SSL • 

\ 7 

v> * ■ — ' 

X FIFTY ONE ,TO, JACK ANDERSON, LEG-MAN FCR DREW REARSON, ESPIONAGE DAS|JSr:- 

^ ADMIRAL WILLIAM M. FEE HEELER,. CHIEF OF NAVAL OPERATIONS, ON INTER VI EW, 

§ ADVISED HE ATTENDED WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE TEN THIRTY AM, MONDAY, DECEMBER 
f TEN LAST, AISO ATTENDED BY MESSRS. LOVETT, WHITEEAIR, PACE, FINIETTER; 
v | GENERAIS BRADLEY, COLLINS AND VANDENBERG, AS WELL AS MESSRS. WEBB AND 
x MATTHEWS, STATE DEPT. AISO PRESENT, IN ADDITION, WERE MR. LAY, AIMIRAL 

I > DENNISON, AIMIRAL IANDEY, GENERAL VAUGHAN AND GENERAL CABELL. FECHTELER 
RECALLED ALL PRESENT WERE SEATED WHEN PRESIDENT ARRIVED, AND AFTER 


$ iVsEAEING HANDS AND PERSONALLY GREETING EVERYONE IN ROOM OPENED THE MEETING. 

% 

l GEN. BRADLEY, AS FIRST SPEAKER, GAVE A RESUME OF THE MILITARY SITUATION 

v>„ 

V - IN KOREA, DISCUSSED THE GROUND SITUATION, COMMENTED ON THE AIR BUILD-UP 

f ’ “ 

V £ ^ £ OF THE COMMUNISTS FORCES AND MENTIONED THE NAVY AND AIR INTERDICTION 

;* * < i\ 

~ F 1* i IN TEE EASTERN SECTION. FOLLOWING GEN. BRADIEY, MR. LOVETT SPOKE, IN 

3. i 

\ GENERAL DETAIIS, CONCERNING THE PROGRESS OF THE KOREAN PEACE NEGOTIATIONS 
AND BROUGHT OUT THAT ALL WERE EXASPERATED BY THE SLOWNESS j HOWEVER, SOME 
PROGRESS HAD BEEN MADE THOUGH NOT AS FAST AS WE WISHED. ACCORDING TO 


FECHTELER, THE PRESIDENT PROCEEDED AROUND THE CONFERENCE TABLE ASKING 
FOR VIEWS OF THE STATE DEPT., AND MR. WEBB DEFERRED TO MR. MATTHEWS, WHO 
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SFQiSS BRIEFLY, DETAILS HOT LSDCALEED, TH02REAFJER, MR. FIBI1TEER MENTIONED 
SEE HarOSBu.OIi IIJ CfgSSXBG M KBSSEBHBS MB MEEHKHED TEE ZMPOR!ISUDE IE 


eot cmmism to rebuild teeir airfields, am. feceteier 

STATED HE NEXT VOICED ECS JUSGIVINGS EE PROPOSALS OF THE STATE DEEP. 
TO HAVE THE SIXTEEN NATICfIS OF TEE UK MAKE CERTAIN THREATS TO THE 
COMMUNISTS AS TO NEAT WOULD EE DC!® IF THEY VIOLATED THE IfflSS OF THE 


ARMISTICE, AID HB RECALLED, AT TECS POINT, EITHER MR. WEBB OR MR. MATTHEWS 
CF THE STATE DEPT. VOICED SCME DISAGREEMENT WITH ADM. EECBTEIER AND 
INDICATED THAT A THREAT <F RETALIATION WOULD BE SCME DETERRENT TO THE 
COMMUNISTS SHOULD THEY VIOLATE THE TERMS OF THE ARMISTICE. FECHTEEER 
STATED, APPARENTLY, SME PIACE IN THE COHERENCE THERE WAS SOME QUESTION 
AS TO THEIR ABILITY TO HOID OUT IN KOREA, AND GENERAL COLLINS TOOK SOME 
EXCEPTION AND MADE A STATEMENT TO THE EFFECT THAT THE CCMMUEISTS CAN-T 
RUN US CUT OF KOREA. AM. EEC HEELER RECALLED (SNERAL VARDENBERG TALKED 
ABOUT THE RUSSIAN MGS PAREN RUSSIAN AIRPLANES UNPAREN, AND IN RELATION 
TO THE MEGS AND THE PRESENT BUILD-UP OF THE COMBUSTS AIR FORCES, CEN. 
VANDINBERG POINTED OUT TEE VULNERABILITY OF OUR AIR FORCES IN RELATION 
TO THE BUILD-UP OF COMMUNISTS AIR FIELDS. FECBTEIER STATED MR. WHBEEHAXR 
ALSO MADE A SHORE TALK, ALTHOUGH ON MATTERS GENERALLY NOT PARTICULARLY 
IMPORTANT TO THE POINTS UNDER DISCUSSION. EE ALSO RECALLED THERE WAS 
SOME DISCUSSION OF THE SITUATION IN EUROPE AND RECALLED MR. PACE GAVE 
A GLOWING REPORT ON THE MCRAES OF CUR FORCES IN EUROPE. AM.^JFECETEIE® 
POINTED CUT HE GATHERED AT TECS CONFERENCE THAT TEEEE HAD BEEN SOME PRIVATE 
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PKjfOR CONVERSATIONS WITH PRESIDENT TRUMAN OVER TEE! POINTS IN DISCUSSION 
AND HE EXPRESSED THE BELIEF THAT INSTANT CONFERENCE WAS A SORT OF WIND® 
DRESSING TO FORMALIZE THE POLICY. FBCEE&IER WAS'COSMIZAHT THAT JACK 
ANDERSON, PEARS® IEG-MAN, HAD PREPARED A COLUMN RELATIVE TO THIS CONFERENCE, 
j HAVING- LEARNED TEES ON WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER OWE DTE, FROM DAN KIMBALL, 

\ SECRETARY OF TEE NAVY. FECHTEIER ADVISED HE DID NOT KNOW DREW PEARSON, 
ANDERSON OR ANY PEARSON EMPLOYEES, AND HAD NO SUGGESTION AS TO HOW LEAK 
MAY HAVE OCCURRED. ALTHOUGH FECHTEIER CGNFIDENTIAIIY POINTED OUT THAT 


FECHTEIER AISO C CNFIDENTIALLY POINTED OUT 


HE SHARE® TEE GENERAL FEELING THAT SECURITY AT THE STATE DEPP. WAS NOT 
ALL THAT COUID BE DESIRED, ALTHOUGH: HE POINTED OUT HE WAS MAKING NO 
INFERENCES OR ACCUSATIONS, AND AGAIN INSISTED HE HAD NO SUGGESTIONS AS 
TO HOW INSTANT LEAK MAY HAVE OCCURRED. ADMIRAL FECHTEIER WAS MADE COGNIZANT 
OF THE COLUMN BY ROBERT S. ALIEN IN TEE NEW YORK. POST DECEMBER THIRTEEN, 
WHICH WAS BASED UPON THE WHITE HOSE CONFERENCE, AND ALTHOUGH FECHTEIER 
ADVISED EE COUID NOT VERIFY ANY OF TEE CONTENTS AS TO ACTUAL QUOTATIONS 
HE CONSIDERED TEE ALIEN COLUMN TO BE SUBSTANTIALLY AN ACCURATE REPORT 
OF THE SUBSTANCE OF THE CONFERENCE AND EXPRESSED THE BELIEF IT MUST 
HAVE BEEN PREPARED ONLY THROUGH TEE ASSISTANCE OF A LEAK FROM SOMEONE 


b7D 
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AFTER GOING OVER THE ALIEN COLUMN, EHSCEETEa CCSOLUEED HE 
COUID SEE NO INACCUR4CIES IN IT. 

M AJOR GENERAL CHARLES ?. CABELL, U£AP, JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF, 
A DVIS ED HE ATTENDED TEE WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE MONDAY, DECEMBER TEN* THAT 
THIS WAS TEE FIRST SUCH CONFERENCE HE EVER ATTENDED AND DID SO ONLY AS AN 
OBSERVER AND TOOK NO PART IN TEE DISCUSSIONS. GENERAL CABELLWAS UNAEIE 
TO RECALL SPECIFICALLY WHAT WAS SAID, BY WHOM AND IN WHAT ORDER THE 
SPEAKERS OFFERED THEIR CCffiRIBDTIONS. CABELL WAS UNAWARE THAT INSTANT 
INVESTIGATION BAD BEEN UNDERTAKEN, AISO UNAWARE THAT ANY AHEGED LEAK 
HAD OCCURRED CONCERNING THE PRESIDENTIAL CONFERENCE. QABELL ADVISED HE 
DID NOT KNOW DREW H3ARSON EXCEPT BELIEVES HE MET PEARSON CASUALLY ON 
ONE OCCASION A LONG TIME AGO AND PROBABLY WOULD KNOW BY SIGHT’; DOES 
NOT KNOW JACK ANDERSON OR MY OTHER PEARSON EMPLOYEE. 3JJ CONNECTION WITH 
THE DISCUSSION AT TEE CONFERENCE, CABELL ADVISED BE COOED NOP RECALL 
ANY MENTION MADE ABOUT EXTENDING THE CEASE FIRE NEGOTIATIONS DEADLINE, 

AND SAID HO! DID NOP THINK TEE PRESIDENT OR ANYONE ELSE PRESENT MENTIONED 
THIS. HE SAID THERE MIGHT HAVE BEEN A QUESTION POSED BY SOMEONE IN ATTENDANCE 
CONCERNING WHAT WOULD HAPPEN WEEN TEE THIRTY DAY DEADLINE WAS PASSED, 

AND NO AGREEMENTS REACHED, BUT CABELL POINTED OUT THAT QUESTION HAD 
ARISEN MANY TIMES PREVIOUSLY, IN VARIOUS JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF MEETINGS 
ATTENDED BY CABELL, AND HE COULD NOT RECALL TEAT THAT POINT WAS MENTIONED 
AT THE IEESIDENTIAL CONFERENCE. TEE TEXT OF THE COLUMN OF ROBERT S. ALLEN 
IN TEE NEW YORK POST DECEMBER THIRTEEN LAST WAS BROUGHT TO THE ATTENTION OF 










GENERAL CABELL, AND HE EXPRESSED THE BELIEF IT WAS NOT AN' ACCURATE 
ACCOUNT OP TIE PROCEEDINGS IN THE H5ESIDENTIAL CONFERENCE! FOR INSTANCE, 
CABELL POINTED COT THAT HE BELIEVES THE COMMENTS ATTRIBUTED ok) GENERAL 
COLEINS IN THE ALIEN COLUMN WERE MORE IN UNE WITH THINGS GENERAL COLLINS 


HAD SAID PREYICDSLY, UK IDLING COMMENTS MADE BY HEM AT FORMER 'CHEERS OF 

( 

STAFF MEETINGS. CABELL BEIIEVED THE STATEMENT ATTRIBUTED BF ALIEN TO 

PRESIDENT TRUMAN WAS ACCURATE IN SUBSTANCE, BUT WAS NOT A VERBATIM ACCOUNT. 

IN APPRAISAL OF THE ALIEN COLUMN, CABELL STATED IT CONTAINED A CCNTINDOUS 

___ " ’' _ 1 

THREAD TO INDICATE ALLEN HAD AN INFCSEWANT WHO ATTENDED THE CONFERENCE. 

CABELL POINTED COT SOME OF THOSE IN AITEIH3ANCE AT THE CONFERENCE WERE 

NOT KNOWN TO HIM; ALSO OTHERS WERE NOT INTIMATELY KNOWN TO HIM, BUT HE 

i 

cam) NOT SUGGEST ANY PERSON OR PERSONS ATTENDING THAT CONFERENCE AS 

l 

HAYING BEEN RESPONSIBLE FOR ANY LEAK. 


HOOD 
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12-15-51 I , 

WASHINGTON FROM WASH FXEH> 15 8jOO !p*M. 

MSEC,TOR URGENT i , 

AIIECED IEAK FROM WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE DECEMBER TEN, iiv, 
PIETY ONE, TO JACK ANDERS ON. IBO-MAW/FOR DREW PEARSON, ESPICHAG® 3>ASH|X*- 
ERESHJENTIAL AIDE GENERAL HARRY VAUGHAN INTERVIEWED THIS DATE, UNABIE 
SUGGEST IDENTITY PERSON RESPONSIBIE FOR IRAK. STATES, HOWEVER, FROM 
STANDPOINT OF SECURITY, STATE DEPP. WEAKEST OF ALL GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS 
THIS AREA, BUT HAS NOTHING SPECIFIC TO INDICATE STATE DEPT. INVOLVED IN 
IEAK OF INFORMATION UNDER INVESTIGATION. VAUGHAN WAS FURNISHED MATERIAL 
CONTAINED IN ALIEN ARTICLE, APPEARING IN NEW YORK POST DECEMBER THIRTEEN, 
AND INFORMS MATERIAL,WHIIE NOT CONSISTING QUOTES OF STATEMENTS AND 
VIEWS EXPRESSED AT CONFERENCE, IS EXTREMELY ACCURATE, AND STATES IT WOULD 
EE QUOTE MIRACULOUS UNQUOTE IF TEE INDIVIDUAL WRITING IT DID SO WITHOUT 
ACTUALLY HAVING ATTENDED THE CONFERENCE OR WITHOUT HAVING ACCESS TO A 
PERSON WHO DID ATTEND. DENIES ANY TYPE OF PERTINENT CONTACT WITH PEARSON 
OR ASSOCIATES AND STATES PEARSON HAS SCM3 ENMITY TOWARD HIM FOR NUMER 
CF YEARS. 


i 


I 


SECRETARY OF TEE ARMY FRANK PACE INTERVIEWED THIS DATE AND 
ADVISED THAT HE COULD NOT FURNISH ANY INFORMATION RELATIVE TO THE ALLEGED 
IEAK. THE ARTECIE PREPARED BY ROBERT S. ALIEN WAS HEAD TO PACE, AND HE 
ADVISED THAT IT WAS POSSIBIE THAT SOMEONE, WHO WAS NOT IN ATTENDANCE, 

* l 

OOTID HAVE PREPARED IT, PUT TEAT THIS WAS IMPROBABLE. HE STATED THAT TEE 
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MATERIAL APEEASING IN TEE ARTICLE WAS SUBSTANTIALLY TEAT WHICH WAS DISCUSSED 
AT THE CONFERENCE. HOWEVER, BE STATED THAT THE INFORMATION ATTRIBUTED 
TO GENERAL C OLEINS WITH RESPECT TO QUOTE UNTIL HELL FREEZES OVER UNQUOTE 
DEFINITELY WAS NOT STATED BY GENERAL COLLINS. PACE ADVISED THAT HE HAS 
MET PEARSON CN TWO OCCASIONS AND HAS NOT SEEN HIM FOR TIE PAST SIX MONTHS, 
AND EAS NOT SEEN OR TALKED TO ANY OF HEAPS QN-S EMPLOYEES OR ASSOCIATES 
FO R THE P AST THREE MONTHS. DENIES THAT HE HAS DISCUSSED THE CONFERENCE 
WITH ANYONE OTHER THAN POSSIBLY SECRETARY LOVETT OR SECRETARY FINI E TT E R. 

HOOD 


m, Q m 
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CONF WASH AND WASH FLD FROM NEW YORK i 15 

DIRECTOR AND WFO URGENT _ 

ATTENTION INSPECTOR CARL HENNRICH ***' * 

COLUMN OF ROBERT S, ALLEN, N. Y, POST DEC,, THIRTEEN FIFTYONE, REF 
TEL CALL INSPECTOR HENNRICH DEC FOURTEEN LAST, NY POST "BLUE FINAL" 
EDITION DEC THIRTEEN LAST CONTAINS COLUMN OF ALLEN WHICH IS QUOTED 
AS FOLLOWES "REDS* CEASE-FIRE TERMS N, G« BY ROBERT S. ALLEN * 
WASHINGTON, DEC, THIRTEEN * THE UN CAN HAVE A CEASE FIRE IN KOREA, 

BUT AT THE COST OF IMPORTANT CONCESSIONS TO THE REDS. 

THAT-S WHAT THE JOINT CHIEFS TOLD THE PRESIDENT IN THEIR BIG 
CONFERENCE WITH HIM AFTER HIS RETURN, GEN, BRADLEY DECLARED THE PORr 
TRACTED TRUCE NEGOTIATIONS HAVE REACHED THE POINT "WHERE A FEW CON¬ 
CESSIONS ON BOTH SIDES COULD BRING AN AGREEMENT IF THE COMMUNISTS 
REALLY WANT ONE." 

"WHAT DO THEY WANT QUESTIONMARK* ASKED THE PRESIDNT* 

•THE DEADLOCK GETS DOWN TO THIS," EXPLAINED BRADLEY. "WE ARE DE¬ 
MANDING THE RIGHT TO CONTINUE TO ROTATE OUR TROOPS AS WE HAVE ?EEN^ 
DOING FOR MONTHS, THE REDS ARE FLATLY REFUSING TO ALLOW THAT» THEY 
ARE INSISTING ON A COMPLETE FREEZE ON REPLACEMENTS AND WEAPONS. BUT 
THEY HAVE INDICATED THEY WOULD MAKE CONCESSIONS,pN THAT IF WE WILL 
ALLOW THEM TO BUILD SOME AIRFIELDS IN NORTH KOREA, WE HAVE REFUSED 
TO DO THAT. OSYIOUSLY, THEY ARE USING THE RCW$ON ISSUE TO TRY TO 
WREST CONCESSIONS FROM US ON THE AIRFIELD 
END OF PAGE ONE *** 
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GEN* HOYT VANDENBERG VIGOROUSLY OPPOSED GIVING ANY GROUND ON 



n mm a cease fire, if one can be worked out that is fair and 

PROPER," DECLARED THE AIR CHIEF OF STAfF* "BUTI DQN-T SEE HOW WE 
, CAN SAFELY SO ANYTHING THAT HILL ENABLE THE REDS TO BUILD UP THEIR 
AIR STRENGTH. THAT IS WHAT PER HITTING THEM TO BUILD AIRFIELDS V; 

■ WILL AMOUNT TO. SUCH BASES fN NORTH KOREA WILL BE OF GREAT COMBAT 
VALUE TO THEM/ IF THEY DECIDE TO BREAK THE TRUCE NEXT' SPRING* WHICH 
I WOULBN-T PUT PAST THEM** 

GEN, J. LAWTON COLLINS WAS INaJtNED T^ FftV^f SOME fj^MS ON THE AIR* 
FIELD DISPUTE# HE THOUGHT SOMETHIN COULD B0E WORKED 
r BUT THE ARMY CHIEF OF STAFF WAS ADAMANT IN INSISTIN® ' YfHY COt®f|3^iSTS 
BE REQUIRED TO AGREE TO ROTATION OF UN GROUPS. 

•THAT WOULD BE A SERIOUS BLOW TO THE MORALE OF OUR MEN,* COLINS 
ARGUED* *1 AM STRONGLY OPPOSED TO ANY CONCESSION ON THAT, IT IS 
t AN UNFAIR DEMAND, AND THE ONLY REASON THE REDS ON MAKING IT IS TO TRY 
, TO FORCE US TO GIVE IN ON AIRFIELDS* 

•OUR ARMY CAN HOLD THE PRESENT LINE UNTIL HELL FREEZES OVER, 

AND I AM FLATLY OPPOSED TO GIVING THE SLIGHTEST GROUND ON THE REPLACE* 
\ MENT ISSUE, THE REDS WOULD HAVE THE SAME RIGHT AS US ON THAT, AND I 
: BON*T SEE WHY THEY SHOULD OBJECT TO IT, EXCEPT FOR TRADING PURPOSES*• 

END OF PAGE TWO 


PAGE THREE 

BRADLEY AGREED WITH COLLINS, BUT EMPHASIZED THE IMPORTANCE OF 
NOT ALLOWING THE COMMUNISTS TO BUILD UP A POWERFUL AIRFORCE. 

PRESIDENT TRUMAN LISTENED INTENTLY TO THE MILITARY LEADERS AND 
SAID NOTHING UNTIL THEY FINISHED. THEN HE TOLD THEM** 

•AS YOU KNOW I AM VERY ANXIOUSTOBRING THE FIGHTING TO AN END 
IF THAT IS POSSIBLE, BUT I WILL NOT AGREE TO COtKESSIONS TO THE .COMM* 
UNISYS THAT WE MAY REGRET LATER ON* WE WANT TO BE VERY CAREFUL THAT 


WE DO NOT SELL OURSELVES SHORT IN OUR EAGERNESS TO SECURE A TRUCE FOR 


HEN*.* 


V £ 
■ i 


DISCUSSED WAS THE QUESTION OE 
% AS THIS COLUMN HAS REPORTED WAS 
t :COPY OF COLUMN MAILED BUREAU DECEMBER 


UP THE SOUTH KOREAN 
BY GENERAL RIDGWAY* 


S, 
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12-15-51 

WASHINGTON FRCM WASH FIELD 15 9^5 A.K. 

DIRECTOR URGENT 

t 

DREW HEARS®, ALLEGED LEAK FROM WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE DEC TEN F«’ j 

- - - t 

ONE TO JACK ANDERS®, LEG-MAN FOR DREW HEARS®, ESPIONAGE BASHX. C 
WILLES MATTHEWS, AID TO GEN OMAR BRADLEY, ADVISED THAT UP® THE : RF. L .. 

OF GEN BRADLEY FROM WHITE HOUSE ABOUT SIX THIRTY PM WEDNESDAY DEC - ’ 

TWELVE, BRADLEY ADVISED MATTHEWS AND COL CHESTER V. CHITON, PRESS 

\ 

REIATIONS OFFICER FOR JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF, THAT HRES TRUMAN WAS GREATLY 
CONCERNED OVER FACT THAT DREW EEARSON POSSESSED KNOWLEDGE OF WHITE HOUSE 
CONFERENCE ON MONDAY DECEMBER TEN AND THAT A COLUMN HAD BEEN PREPARED 
CONTAINING DETAILS OF THAT CONFERENCE. BEFORE ANDERSON ARRIVED GEN. 

BRADLEY TELEPHONED SEC ROBERT LOVETT AND FRANCIS P. WH3TEHAIR AND DISCUSSED 

LEAK AND PRESIDENTS CONCERN. COL MATTHEWS STATED MATTER OF CONCERN TO 

COL CHITON, PRESS OFFICER, AND HE WAS IN AND OUT CONFERENCE ROOM 

DURING ANDERSQNS VISIT, HOWEVER, HE RECALLED THAT GEN BRADLEY HAD 

READ ALOUD THE COLUMN TEXT RELATING TO INSTANT CONFERENCE AND HE 

REMEMBERED THAT REFERENCE WAS MADE TO THE PRESIDENTS ENTERING THE W HITE 

HOUSE CONFERENCE ROOM, SHAKING HANDS WITH EVERYBODY AND A REFERENCE TO HIS 

SUNTAN WAS MADE. HE ADVISED THAT HIS RECOLEECTI® WAS THAT THE PRESIDENT 

WAS QUOTED RATHER FREELY AND IT WAS INDICATED THE INFORMATION EMANATED 

FROM A SOURCE CLOSE TO THE WHITE HOUSE OR AN INFORMED SOURCE. HE RECALLED THERE 

, * t 

1 \ t 

CEG;ft!AT :eem:&dj 
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WAS REFERENCE TO CEASE FIRE AND THAT IHE PRESIDENT WAS OPPOSED TO THE 


communists bsbuildiiio m ram, roa.de, etc. »b WD»OT_ramu^Jji^ 

MENIM WAS MADE OF EXCHANGE OF PRISONERS.. C dtHilBW « MBHM 


WffiB_P W ITgg-VHX CH WERE PARTICULARLY OBJECTIONABLE TO « MggY AND. 

iMMson Aaww>« JES&JEffiiSSKE°2£5S*5?. SEOTE . 1 " ™“™ s - 

he stated he remembered one objectionable item in WHI ® 

. ^ -S; - irtr. .^t,*-**^****^ ***,«**■'■-*■*** *" +^'* M . 

I w7I^a W>dIto Cln armisti ce an d would go to mjwst AIK lawTH.^mnna. 
umsraR had urged mat wb .mpj ijb WMEffi-XS2BiAS^B!£.S5Sl. 

AFTER. MATTHEWS COULD. NOT 

DID NOT COMMENT ON THE TRUTH.® ACOTRA£^2^2^^ ™ ®» Wl 

MATTHEWS, URGED GEN BRADLEY TO CIRCLE WITH A PENCIL THE OBJECTIONABLE ITEMS 
WHICH GENERAL BRADLEY DID. HE STATED THE MEETING WIT H ATOgSON ,g?gP 


AMICABLY AND IT WAS AGREED THAT THE COLUMN WAS NOT 


COLSTON, W HO IS INTIMATEL Y ASSOCIATES WITH THE PRESS, AND JNEERSON 
PfiRTinTiT.ABT.y FURNISHED MORE COMPLETE INFORMATION. HE CONFIRMED THE ABOVE 
REGARDING ARRIVAL OF GEN BRADLEY FROM WHITE HOUSE AT SIX^THIRT Y PM D EC ^ 
TWELVE AND STATED GEN ERADLEY HAD RELATEDiJHAT ANDERSON, . F ?^ ICIS 

WHITEMIR* THE PREVIOUS DAY ON PRETEXT OF WANTING TO .MSETJHM AND THEN , 
PRODUCE) A PAPER AND READ A DESCRIPTION OF WHAT TRANSPIRED AT TIE PRESIDENTIAL 
CONFERENCE. IN THIS, ANDERSON DIRECTLY QUOTED ADM WILLIAM FECHTELER 
AND GEN HOYT VANDENBERG WHICH ALARMED WHITEHAIR WHO REPORTED THE MATTER TO 
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THE PRESIDENT. COL CLIFTON STATED IN THE LATE AFTERNOON DEC TWELVE GEN 

I „ . . 

BRADLEY VISITED WHITE HOUSE TO CLEAR A CABLE TO GEN RIDGWAY AND WAS INFORMED 
OF 'HE LEAK BY THE PRESIDENT WHO WAS GREATLY DISTURBED . GEN BRADLEY VOLUNTEERED 
TO HANDLE THE MATTER AS THE PRESIDENT FELT THE STORY MIGHT UPSET THE ENTIRE 

. I , in H ii nrtr i ll - — im mt»— : 1 — m 'inn-« -ad. 

TRUCE NEGOTIATION. GEN BRADLEY RELATED WHITEHAIR HAD CALLED PEARSON CONCERNING 


THE COLUMN AND PEARSON DECLARED NOTHING IN THE COLUMN ENDANGERED SECURITY AMD 
ADDING THE COLUMN HAD ALREADY BEEN DISPATCHED. COL CLI FTON STATED HE DEEMED 

■■> ■ *. -'/.A; :■ " ■ ^ •*. .• —■ ’ '■\ V - • - ■ •, i *• • -V: ■ / ■ ■ .. \ 

IT ADVISABLE TO VERIFY THIS AND CONTACTED 


INFORMED HIM THE STORY DID NOT APPEAR HI COLUMNS PREPARED FOR PUBLICATION 


DEC THIRTEEN AND FOURTEEN. CLIFTON THEREAFTER CONTACTED ANDERSON AND TOLD 

. r 1 „ it r , r 1! j. u._ . . . . 

ANDERSON THERE WAS GREAT ALARM OVER THE COLUMN WHICH ENDANGERED THE PEACE 
NEGOTIATIONS. IN REPLY ANDERSON ToS'*CLIFTON IF THERE WAS ANYTHING IN THE 
COLUMN. THAT WAS A VIOLATION OF SECURITY HE DID NOT WANT TO PUBLISH IT. 
ANDERSON AGREED TQ BRING THE COLUMN OVER TO GEN BRADLEYS OFFICE AND GO OVER 

| . , r r --E~—-A.-L , 

IT AND SAID HE WOULD DO SO IF IN EXCHANGE COL CLIFTON WOULD TELL HIM HOW 


CLIFTON HAD FOUND OUT ABOUT THE COLUMN. TO THIS CLIFTON SAID HE AGREED. 


SHORTLY THEREAFTER ANDERSON CAME OVER TO THE PENTAGON TO GEN ERADLEYS 


OFFICE AND THERE IN THE PRESENCE OF GEN BRADLEY, ANDERSON, CLIFTON AND COL 
1 MATTHEWS. THE COLUMN WAS READ ALOUD BY GEN BRADLEY. GEN BRADLEY POINTED TO 


TWO ITEMS IN THE COLUMN WHICH GEN BRADLEY CONSIDERED .DANGEROUS AS REFLECTING 


THINKING AT HIGH LEVEL WHICH WOULD LEAD COMMUNISTS TO BELIEVE WE WERE TOO 


3 





WFO 6060 




I ANXIOUS FOR AN ARMISTICE. CLIFTON STATED THE COLUMN INDICAHD THAT THE 
PRESIDENT COMMENTED WE SHOULD-DO EVERYTHING WE CAN TO OBTAIN A CEASE FIRE 
BUT SHOULD MAKE NO CONCESSIONS THAT WF, WILL REGRET LATER. HE STATED GEN 


BRADLEY FELT THIS SHOULD BE CHANGED AND IT WAS AGREED THAT THE FIRST PORTION 




SHOULD BE DELETED AND MADE TO READ THAT THE PRESIDENT COMMENTED WE SHOULD 
NOT MAKE ANY CONCESSIONS WHICH WE WOULD REGRET LATER. THE SECOND OBJECTIONABLE 

rt i H. ll .iA i_• ... 


ITEM INDICATED THAT WE WOULD GRANT AN EXTENSION OF A FEW DAYS IF DETAILS WIRE 
NOT WORKED OUT BY DEC TWENTY SEVEN FIFTY ONE. GEN BRADLEY INSISTED THIS 


SHOULD BE CHANGED AND MADE TO READ: UNDOUBTEDLY THERE WILL BE 'SOME DETAILS 


THAT WILL HAVE TO BE WORKED OUT AFTER THE DEC TWENTY SEVEN DEADLINE. 

FOLLOWING THE TWO CORRECTIONS AT THE PLACES MARKED ON THE TEXT BY GEN BRADLEY 
AS COL MATTHEWS HAS STATED IT WAS AGREED ALL AROUND THAT THE .COLUMN WOULD NOT 


W** ***V*f. W‘W'Jww-% 


*?>*»*> •*•«•• s'Viw- 


BE HARMFUL AND IN FACT MIGHT BE HELPFUL. ALTHOUGH GEN BRADLEY DID NOT APPROVE 

" ~iitiii 11 i m i i i nr ~r~— r r- -~r t -»f.- , , r_ riiijrif.'irn"-' 


OR DISAPPROVE THE PUBLICATION AND DID NOT AFFIRM OR DENY THE TRUTH OR ACCURACY 


OF THE STATEMENTS, THE CORRECTIONS IMPOSED ON HIM BY ANDERSONS PRESENTATION 


‘ ^’•+***.'*■- ■'A .« 


IN EFFECT CONSTITUTED AN APPROVAL. COL CLIFTON INDICATED THIS IS NECESSARY 
ROUTINE HANDLING OF STORIES WHICH CONSTITUTE ACCOMPLISHED SCOOPS OF NEWS AND 
ALTHOUGH THEY ARE UNABLE TO' PREVENT PUBLICATION THEY ENDEAVOR TO PROTECT 
NATIONAL INTEREST BY PERSUADING REPORTERS NOT TO PUBLISH ANY. ITEMS WHICH WOULD 
ENDANGER NATIONAL SECURITY. COL CLIFTON ALSO REC AILED..TtlE LCiXilM.J1SNTI0NED 


-b - 


A 
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THE PRESIDENTS ENTRANCE INTO THE CONFERENCE ROOM WHERE HE G REE TED 
EVERYONE IN GOOD SPIRITS AND ASKED QUOTE HOW DO YOU ALL LIKE MY 
SUNTAN UNQUOTE* HE ALSO RECALLED AN ITEM SUBHEADED QUOTE SILENT 
ADMIRAL UNQUOTE WHICH QUOTED A STATEMENT BY ADM FECHTELER THAT 
I THE NAVY STANDS READY TO CARRY ON ITS PART IN THE KOREAN WAR IF 
CALLED ON ANY TIME, ANY PLACE AND UNDER ANY CONDITIONS, COL 




CLIFTON ADVISED IN DEALING WITH ANDERSON THE LATTER STATED HE 
HAD MORE DETAILS THAN SET FORTH IN THE COLUMN AND MENTIONED TWO 
ITEMS, ONE QUOTING GEN COLLINS CONCERNING ROTATION OF TROOPS AND 
WHAT SHOULD BE DONE ABOUT IT. ANOTHER QUOTED GEN VANDENBERG 
CONCERNING HOW -THE AIR WAR WOULD AFFECT US. ANDERSON CLAIMED 
THAT HE HAD OMITTED THESE ITEMS AS AFFECTING SECURITY. COL 
CLIFTON STATED THE COLUMN OF ROBERT S. ALLEN IN T HE NY DAILY 
MIRROR LAST NIGHT DEC THIRTEEN FIFTY ONE CONTAINED A FULL RESUME 
OF THE WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE AND IN FACT WENT INTO GREATER 


DETAIL THAN DID THE PEARSON COLUMN. CLIFTON EXPRESSED THE OPINION 

’ *•— —fi rm .- - t- ■ 

- S?.. AtLEN HAD SCOOPED PEARSON BY TWO DAYS AND IN ADDITION TO THE 
MATERIAL USED BY ANDERSON IN THE ORIGINAL COLUMN BEFORE DELETION 

.* BY GEN BRADl:e ^v^ THE COLUWW IN THE NY MIRROR BY 
ALLEN ALSO CONTAINED THE TWO QUOTATIONS FROM GEN COLLINS AND FROM 
GEN VANDENBERG, WHICH QUOTATIONS JACK ANDERSON HAD DECLINED TO 
USE ON THE GROUNDS OF SECURITY. COL CLIFTON STATED HE HAD 
DISPLAYED THIS COLUMN TO CLAYTON FRITCHEY, CHIEF OF PUBLIC 

*- 5 ** 





INFORMATION, DEPT OF DEFENSE, WHO INFORMED CLIFTON HE WAS FAMILIAR 
WITH THE MATTER, THAT HE WAS AT THE HOME OF DREW PE ARSON PLAYING 
BRIDGE ON THE EVENING OF DEC TWELVE WHEN ANDERSON CALLED PEARSON 
TO INFORM HIM OF THE CALL RECEIVED FROM GEN BRADLEYS OFFICE. 
FRITCHEY RELATED TO CLIFTON THAT PEARSON HAD DISPLAYED A COPY OF 
THE COLUMN TO FRITCHEY WHO EXPRESSED THE OPINION TH AT IT WAS .NOT 
HARMFUL. LATER AFTER THE CHANGES WERE MADE UPON OBJECTION BY 
GEN ©RADLEY AS RELATED BY CLIFTON TO FRITCHEY, CLIFTON STATED 
FRITCHEY EXPRESSED THE OPINION HE DID NOT SEE ANYTHING WRONG WITH 
PUBLISHING THE COLUMN IN EITHER FORM. IN CONCLUSION COL CLIFTON 

— —n wvirwr rin' fi t tfMi, j , , i jii in.Vi f .tiiii nv f . " ,nr a 

REMARKED THAT HE WAS FAMILIAR WITH PEARSONS STYLE OF WRITING AND 
INFORMAYip^ffiHNIQUES AND BELIEVED THE SOURCE OF INSTANT LEAK 
WAS SOME INDIVIDUAL WHO ATTENDED THE PRESIDENTS CONFERENCE. 

COL CLIFTON EXPRESSED THE OPINION THAT AFTER READING THE STORY 
BY ROBERT ALLEN IN THE NY MIRROR, CLIFTON CONCLUDED IN ALL 
PROBABILITY THE SAME SOURCE WAS RESPONSIBLE FOR GIVING THE STORY 
TO BOTH COLUMNS. 
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DREW PEARSON, AILEGED LEAK FROM WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE DECEMBER ; *- 

FIFTY (ME, TO JACk^ANDERSON, LEG-MAN FOR DREW PEARSON. ESPIQNAG 2 ; DASH X.- 

Miss — 1 —• 

THOMAS K, FINIETTER, SECRETARY, AIR FORCE, ON INTERVIEW, ADVISES"HE-- 

WAS NOT INVITED TO WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE SCHEDULED FOR TEN THIRTY AM, 
DECEMBER TEN LAST, UNTIL ABOUT ONE HALF HOUR BEFORE TEAT TIME. HE HAD O ' 

NO PRIOR BRIEFING FOR TEE CONFERENCE. EES DESCRIPTION OF WHAT TRANSPIRED | 
AT CONFERENCE WAS LESS DETAILED, BUT AGREES SUBSTANTIALLY WITH WHAT 
OTHER PERSONS INTERVIEWED HAVE SAID. HE BELIEVES THE PRESIDENT, PRIOR 
TO THE CONFERENCE, HAD TEE IDEA THE COMMUNISTS WERE OUT-TRADING THE 
UNITED STATES, BUT LATER AGREED WITH OTHERS AT THE CONFERENCE THIS WAS 
NOT THE CASE. FINIETTER PREPARED NO NOTES DURING CONFERENCE. AFTER THE 
CONFERENCE, GENERAL VANDENBERG DICTATED A MEMORANDUM TO FINIETTER-S 
SECRETARY CONCERNING HIS VIEWS ON WITHDRAWAL OF TROOPS FROM KOREA IN 
EVENT OF CEASE FIRE ORDER. FINLETTER TORE UP THIS MEMO AND PREPARED 
A SECOND ONE OF HIS OWN ON TEE SAME SUBJECT AND PERSONALLY DELEVERED THE 
ORIGINAL OF THIS TO SECRETARY LOVETT. ON DECEMBER ELEVEN LAST FINLETTER 
PREPARED A THIRD MEMO FOR LOVETT. EIGHTEE N OF TEE TWENTY PREPARED COPIES 
WERE AVAILABLE WITH ONE HAVING PREVIOUSLY GORE TO VANDENBBPG AS WEIL AS 
I LOVETT. ONE COPY OF THIS MEMO FURNISHED BUREAU BY MY MEMO OF DECEMBER 
FIFTEEN LAST. TEE VANDENBERG MEMO AND FINIETTER-S FIRST MEMO WERE TORN 


65-6060 
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T O PUCES AND ARE S TILL MAINTAINED IN FINLETTER-S OFFICE. BE STATES 
EE DOES NOT ENOW JACK ANDERSON AND HAS NOT SEEN EEARSCN FOR SOME MONTHS, 
AND BAS DISCUSSED TIE CONFERENCE WITH NO UNAUTHORIZED PERSON. BE HAS 
NO SUS PICIONS AS TO WHCBI .MIGHT.BE RESPONSIBIE FOR IEAK OF IRFOEMATICN., 

HOOD 
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WASHINGTON FROM WASH FIELD 16 .;. -• E : E.u:; .. Stop-PII , 

. / ■ • *| #f~' ,■ ■'■ •> V’"x' ?>* : -V.. ’; • * : ‘i ; fejp im i ii n i jl i nfoi ' - 

Y DIRECTOR /•■ V ••■ -H- ^ &■ NET 

xb DrW'W&RSON. ALLEGED LEAK FROM WHIT®- HOUSE GONFEfiSNOEv -DEC 

V«! (tr E j-- '-' ■•■■'■ ■ h i»gi£Sg? , l ^n; ?•■ 

j!|*TEN, FXFTYONE TO JACK^^DEHSQK^ LEG-MAH ■'F{^-'-BltEW-:'‘PEAJtBOS* ••' >: E'^ . r .; 
ESPIONAGE - X, ^FRANCIS P, OTTSWA^ " 8*^ '(. r 

p " N . . ... , „... r — . *»^ !▼*-;•»* f* -fra* ft * 4 * fl»'■ywwfciV' .**' .*,?»• i>- . ’ v. - •• .' 

iuteevxewed today!^Wt^ed he Af -) 

5^ DSCEM3ER TEH IK PLACE OF SECRETARY DA?I XBOALL* .AKD.'LEFT 

M ALONE, RETURNING IMMEDIATELY TO PENTAGON,. WRECKS;' FtlRNlSIfiSp RESUME; H ,1 .v 

\A TO SECRETARY KIMBALL SAKE AFTERNOON* •' MADE ■ $0- NOTES • fli- i&KQa;M>,,.', l ;•"■.*£ 

)| P . ■•• • • d ^M^N^^My **** 1 ***^^ >■ '»%. , . 

< $ DISCUSSED CONFERENCE WITH NO ONE ! t 


vthcgiir. '-•HiP •i-'K*-’.-.'•-i.V'"' , £*'' ‘-.'’i 




' >4| AND SIX PM. JACK ANDERSON, WHOM HE HAD MEYER-MET,.' VISITED HIS'-OFFICE 

^§si;iTKOlTT APP0IN ! IT4ENT, INTRODUCED HIKSSSLFy iND-STATED . DREW-PEARSON ■' ; : ;; 

I ' tTB^^ ’***fc*®^^ ?«*• -'.**■ ■ ~, #-‘v •-.-<* -“r .- ■• • A. - j*«; v ^jC *Aj 4 '-.v 7 ' A r ' {'A • "*> •’ 

I | DSSIR3. THAT. HE MAKE ACQUAINTANCE ’jiNBE^SON^COyE^. 

Ill PENTAGON FOR PEARSON. THEY EXQRANG^.$&$ ; 


PffA* STATED HE UNDERS 

^ ''A’- ■ ~ 


: •-. • ■•f •- '■•■ ■■•' • ;.f Lr;Ah •• > --w • *'• J •! 

;;■ *A A-V f ■' V 


►I 1 J’ : • ; :•■■ ’■ •; • , > r :: Vr ■< A •> ;?■;• T ; - A" v." ■■«»• ■ 'A'^V 

AND INCUIRED WHO WAS PRESENT. FOLLOWING fillf.,*A;ITii.-;A- i4USRY.-AS - TO' -. 
IS NHE'CHER THjgRJS WERE ANY JOKES TOLD CONFERSCE»*-' ^ITEHAIR; '• 

' W <• ♦» •• • •>,# v ^ .*i ' v <r : ^'‘nyT 1 *fe%lijii ^^ 1 , 1^1 .*. 

! STATED RE ANSWERED NEITHER 0? '-14 WAS "- - 

I * IK THE BEST INTEREST OF; THE COUNTRY; NOT.^p;^|©&fesEfc. CONFimENCE. - 
(•'he s tated andshconeth eu. s ■ :■ 

FOLDED LIKE ,A.^|IEWS?APEIl t . it? 3 ? 4 ? ! -i •• ■’ •■*.-1 

R^CS^AI, VANDENRER?. STATED THAT Vffl SGKOUta''^ REACH.: M WJTH,,., 

: * - s - r ' < VEf.-jr/s;.'- <e ■ *‘.\yr >%' '*£.. ?*% } jg 


THE, COM MUNISTS .AIID WITHDRAW^ AND TT4a| 'MlO$Uf.' 


j. - . E gRR ...,. • 

THE YALU. RIVER J WHITEHAIR DSCLINE!^ fO-^F^f -THIS fepERY, ' AND 


MAT/egg 
65-6060 
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PAGE TWO.,* * • 

ANDER SON, THEN. 4SKEJ) ..PIPS, 1 I ..JIMMY Vj'ESB SAY TAP.t^X SHOULD Wfa .(P,A&,,, 
ARMISTICE AND_THEN IMPOSE A THREAT IK THE EVENT THE' ARMISTICE TERMS 
WERE VIOLATED. ANDERSON ALSO ASKED IF ADMIRAL FECHTELER HAD MOT 
OPPOSED THIS PROPOSITION OF INCLUDING A WARMING TO THE COMMUNISTS 
IN THE NEGOTIATIONS, WHITEHAIR STATED HE DID NOT ANSWER EITHER 
QUESTION, 3UT DID STATS ADMIRAL FECHTELER TALKS VERY LITTLE ABOUT 
ANYT J ING, ANDERSON PERSISTENT,, AND. WHSTRFR.^KXTEHAIR 

SAT'THE PRESIDENT AND MAY HAVE INQUIRED REGARDING, TRE. PRESIDENT . 
BEING TANNED, VrirTEHAXR STaTED JtTiS _ MAY HAVE, INDICATING THE^ 

AFFIRMATIVE THAT HE SAT THE PRESIDENT, JA3£3LH$. ’ 

COULD HOT RECALL ABOUT THE SUNTAN OF THE PRESIDENT. HE STATED 
AUDJ5RCOM 'FEE PUT THE PAPER AWAY AMD HE GAVE ANDERSON A LECTURE 


TOjeHE EFFECT THAT SUCH MATERIAL MAY JiE^DANGEROUS TO/THE US AND GIVE 
COMFORT TO THE ENEMY, BUT WUAI. ANDERSpN SHOULD,, .DRAW.NO, INFERENCES 
^ANY THING BY HIM. WBITEHAIR EXPRESSED THE BELIEF' ANDERSON * S 

ORIGINAL INTENTION HA?'TO MERELY OBTAIN ANECDOTES OR PLEASANTRIES 
AS WINDOW DRESSING FOR THE COLUMN, AND HAD NOT INTENDED TO REVEAL TO 
WHITSHAIR HIS MATERIAL, BUT THAT THIS NAS A DEVELOPMENT FROM- WHITE- 
HAIR’S REFUSAL TO COOPERATE AT THE OUTSET, UHITEHAIR ADVISED 
THAT. ON WEDI^SDAY .MORNING, AROUND,.-EIGHT -GI<OCK T ,-HE ri DIS.QUSSEP THIS 
INCIDENT WITH SECRETARY KIMBALL AND TOLD HIM THE "TJVIRE STORY, HE 

■ *»»- - A „ A. •-'£* - w.. * Y' -i--« - , .--*>-»•* .... «.* - ... 

•"*" * ■ ‘ * * * * •* ^ •“ ‘•' ... -.1 

ADVISED, APPARENTLY KIMBALL RELATED THE INCIDENT TO ADMIRAL FECHTELER 
AND LAT ER IN THE MORNING, . ADMIRAL FECHTELER BROUGHT THS .i-IATTER TO •’ 
THE ATTENTION OF ADMIRAL DENNISON, WHO HAD COME OVER TO THE PENTA- 

..RITSHAIR SURMISED 


GON ABOUT ELEVEN THIRTY AM ON ANOTHER MATTER. 

DENNISON RETURNED AND BROUGHT THIS MATTER TO THE ATTENTION OF THE 
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PRESIDENT, AND LATTER DENNISON THEN CONTACTED VIHITEHAIR, AND ADVISED 
HIM, THE PRESIDENT DESIRED THAT WKITEHAIR BRING/THIS MATTER TO. THE 
ATTENTION OF SECRETARY LOVETT,. AND AT THE' SAME TIME, ADVISED MR. '■ 


LOVETT THAT THE FBI SHOULD 3E ADVISED. . WHITEHAII 


ED . HE FELT/, 


THE IMPORTANT THING WAS TO STOP THE STORY AND AT' H.I.S SUGGESTION, • 
ADMIRAL DENNISON-CALLED BACK AND OBTAINED THE PRESIDENT‘S AUTHGRI- 


ZAT ION TO CO NTACT JEARSON.. HE 

HE HAD MET ON SEVERAL OCCASIONS SINCE HIS APPOINTMENT AS NAVY UNDER- 
imwnri i »linw i in wi Bi in ;i>mi r»~ v .?*>••% «».*•***s*** 

SECRETARY .IN AUGUST' OF THIS YEAR.. HE STATED HE- APPEALED TO PEARSON 

ON TWO GROUNDS,. FIRST:. THAT HE WAS GREATLY EMBARRASSED BY PEARSON 1 S • 

. k-^L> 


ACTION IN.J 

ixStMM 


ON. A FRIENDLY- 


BASIS AND-, SECONDLY: AND MOST IMPORTANT, THAT DISCLOSURES OF THE. 
CONFERENCE DISCUSSIONS MIGHT INJURS THE COUNTRY'; PEARSON REPLIED THAT 
HE "WISHED WHITER AIR HAD CALLED "HIM YESTERDAY .* WHITEHAIR DECLARED 




ANDERSON ANYTHING UNQUOTE AND ALSO INSISTED THAT THE.STATEMENT- 

^jasJKRWtessasBES^sssawwiMc* - 


WOULD NOT HURT THE PRESIDENT OR THE COUNTRY, AND AS A-MATTER OF ■ . 

FAGT, PEARSON THOUGHT THE PRESIDENT WOULD LIKE IT. AS" INDICATED/' 
WHITSHAIR ADVISED'HE KNEW PEARSON'AND E/PLAINED "THAT HE HAD FIRST ■ 


!FTVFD AN TNV 


TO VISIT PEARSON WHEN RE -WAS GENERAL COUNSEL 


ESA, AND WAS INVITED BY PEAT 


m.Jl 


WX./H NIKE .DISABLE, HOWEVER, 

spmsgjiest .* 


INVITATION. 


)N. SHORTLY 


p^Bm. 

POR An INFORMAL BUFFET SUPPER AND ACCEPTED-. DRIVING JUSTICE HUGO 

.. 

B LACK, AND HI3 r WI£E JQ^PE^RSONS JN^ffllTSHAIR' S CAR. HE RECALLED 




1 
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THAT OH 'PHI’S OCCASION, PERSONS' PRESENT- INCLUDE^): %l. ;£nD : MRS."'-' 

' ABE FORTAS: -WALTER CRONKHITE :• A SISTER OF PEARSON, AND FRED 3LUMEN- 
), THAL, .PEARSON ' S OFFICE MAN AND REPORTER, HE RECALLED'- THAT .SOMETIME 
LATER, PEARSON HAD DROPPED INTO HIS OFFICE FOR A BRIEF VISIT, • 
INQUIRING HOW HE LIKED HIS JOB , AND EXCHANGING SMALL TALK ,.' ' ON ONE 

JJ yjU briefly while : tn the building' to 
- SEE THE,: S E^ ^VfR y. - w hitehair stated HE,.KNEW .'MO^, 

.. OTHER REPORTER ASSOCIATED WITH PEARSON, WITH-‘THE EXCEPTION- OF ' 

■. . —« n i wri». 

■ BLUMENTHAL, WHOM HE HAD ALSO SEEN IN'HIS OFFICE IN CONNECTION WITH 
A MATTER RELATING TO THE' HARVEY MACHINE"'.COMPANY AND ITS EFFORTS TO'' 

• l . ’ . • - ‘ ;; 

OBTAIN A LQAN, WHICH-PEARSON APPARENTLY • OPPOSED.. - WHITEHAIR LIKEWISE 

' ,-. WITH WHOM PEARSON WAS ,: 

ASSOCIATED UNTIL RECENTLY. THE NSW.YORK POST COLUMN OF ROBERT ALLEN 
■■■'. DATED DECEMBER THIRTEEN, WAS DISPLAYED lV'WHITEHAIR, WHO READ IT 
i '. AND . STATED IT 'WAS UNDOUBTEDLY BASED.'ON KNOWLEDGE OF SOMEONE WHO ' - . ' 

. ATTENDED. THE CONFERENCE. HE STATED THAT THE QUOTATIONS OF. THE • - •'' ■" 

■ PRESIDENT AND GENERAL COLLINS APPEARED REASONABLY ACCURATE-, MEN- ,' L- 

TIONING THAT COLLINS HAD. STATED 'THAT QUOTE FOR- MY .MONEY THE ' ' : 

COMMUNISTS ' CANNOT DRIVE ’US OUT OF THIS COUNTRY;'RATHER; THAN UNTIL- ' .' ' 
HELL FREEZES OVER UNQUOTE. WITH.'REFERENCE- TO BRADLEY'S' ALLEGED 

/ QUOTATIONS, HE STATED HE,DID NOT RECALL THAT BRADLEY HAD PLACED, . 
ROTATION OF TROOPS CONTRA UN CONCESSIONS ON AIRFIELDS AS INDICATED. 

IN THE COLUMN, BUT THAT BOTH MATTERS, WERE DISCUSSED IN GENERAL ' ' "' 

. BRADLEY'S 'PRESENTATION' OF THE ''POINTS AT ISSUE IN' THE .TRUCE NEGOTIA- 
. /- TONS. .. WHITEHAIR COULD_..£lFT!ERT[^^HSRECT.; AND MB' 'SD . pnp 
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aj ffiLUTXQN.(ffiJ! B^ HE affirmatively 

^■ • ■ . •MMMrmssapV'Sfcrt^v.’Sfci.'w.v 0 - 

DFGLARED HE DID. P LAGE COMPLETE RELIANCE IE ADMIRAL FECHTELER 




THAT HE HAD MORE INTIMATE ASSOCIATION ’WITH THESE TWO MEN* 

HOOD 




^STANDARD FORM NO. 64 

Office Memormdum • unite 


to J DIRECTOR, FBI 
\\vtioM s SAC.^WFO (65-6060) 


DATE: 12-17-51 t:.. 


Mr. LrvM .1 

MiEMSsA* 


iMt/iiC. ■ ic 
£j,i'f'Tl '/r_ 



J./WO (65-6060) / 

('J \A I :> 

subject: DREW PEARSON V J* 

Alleged Leak from White House j llr - 

Conference, December 10, 1951 .HtoRMltflDN CONTiy/w, J 
to JACl£¥NDERSON, Leg-man for tS 

DREW PEARSON 

ESPIONAGE - X OATfc..^ / rh 

The fol lowing ner s on_s._hp.ve. be en, Interviewed, by Agent idol 
the WTO in connection witlTVhis investigation: - 

General OMAR BRADLEY ~ 

Admiral WILLIAM FECHTELER 
General CHARLES CABELL 
i Secretary FRANK C. PACE 

Secretary THOMAS K. FINLETTER 
Acting Secretary FRANCIS P. WHITEHAIR 
: Acting Secretary JAMES E. WEBB 

H. FREEMAN MATTHEWS 
JAMES LAY 

General HARRY VAUGHN 
General ROBERT LANDRY 

The follpwing^i.nterview_s^ will, be held on Monday, Decern- 


tii*. i ? 

' Sir- 2*-j 
tiiit, T v 



S3 ber 17, 1951: 

*■*. r*\ 

u 


W . J 

s. EVERETT GLEASON ^National security uouncu.; 

<’ * § l 

Short reinterviews will be had with Messrs. WEBB and MATTHEWS 
&-'K}in ord.erXtjy obtain their comments relative to the news column of 
& 7 * ROBERT S.yfALLEN that aroeared in the New York Post December 13 last. 
0.4 g 

~ General HOYT S. VANDENBERG is out of the city and the date 

of his exact return is unknown; however, this will be available to 
us on December 17. 

Admiral DENNISON of the White House has been ill and it is 
/not known if he will be available on December 17. 

Admiral SOUERS of the White House is absent from the city 
I until December 19th. RECORDED y26 n / ,-**• /* -"'i p / ^ 

INDEXED• 26 i O /J ■ /A 

The p’oove interviews will in all pr<^g'QDijl4.ty Si .conclud.e the • 
inquiries of this office, unless unforeseen deveMLo-pKfents occur. 

The investigation will continue to be expedited, 

RBH/agg « 


General JOE COLLINS 

CLAYTON FRITCHEY (Deoartment of Defense) 

S. EVERETT GLEASON (National Security Council) 
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FROM 


SUBJECT: 


MR* I. M* LADD 
MR* A, H. BELMONT 
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date: December 


195 ^ 


ALLEGED LEAK FROM WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE, 
DECEMBER-10, 1951, /£> 

to ja cZ ander son, leg -man for drew-¥.earson; 

Espionage - X. 



Mohr_ 

/ Tele* Room 


Mr* Hennrich and I 
his office in the 
at 7t45 p.m* today 
interview concerned 


In accordance with instructions, 
interviewed Secretary of Defense Lovett at 
Pentagon, starting at 6:^0 p.m. and ending 
(December 13), Mr. Lovett was alone. The 

information in the possession of Jack Anderson, leg man for 
Drew Pearson, which information Mr, Lovett believed came from 
one of the Government representatives attending a White f House 
conference on the afternoon of December 10, 1951, presided over 
by PresidentiTruman. The information concerned was of a 
secret ,r nature. 


i 


Gandy 



\j iJQ V . £ 

Hop , 

*/•/ ’ 



DEVELOPMENTS PRIOR TO THE CONFERENCE 

In laying the groundwork for the conference itself, Mr* 
Lovett advised that the Defense Department had been considering 
four points in connection with the present cease-fire discussions 
in Korea, as follows, which points were presently masters of 
conflict between the United Nations Forces and the Communist . 
peace representatives: 

1* The UN representatives desire to rotate the soldiers 

in Korea in order to allow the men who have been in the 
field to come home after a certain period of service* 

This rotation by UN is man for man and, as a matter of 
fact, there are some 5,000 less UN soldiers in Koreanow 
than at the beginning of the peace talks. On the contrary, 
the Communists have rotated by replacing divisions or 
armies, wi'th the result that they now have over 
200,000 more men in Korea than whenjthe peace talks 
started. 

2. The exchange of prisoners of war. 

The UN wants to exchange man for man to insure the 
return of all UN prisoners and also because the 
UN has a far greater number of Communist prisoners 
(approximately 175,000 to 10,000) than there are UN 
prisoners under the control of the Communists * Mr. 

Lovett advised that there is a humanitarian principle 
involved also, as it is felt that the Communist 
prisoners will be liquidated if they are returned 

tntoio - \(afL'zJ>0Kl3 __ 
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3. A special Air Force problem involving the question 
of whether the Communists should be allowed to build 
air fields in North Korea after the cease fire 
preceding the armistice. 

4. The questio-n of whether the Communists should be 
allowed to repair roads, bridges, railroads, etc., 
after the cease fire has been put into effect._ 

Mr. Lovett stated that there had been a full agree¬ 
ment on the first three points and, as a re suit 3 instructions 
on these three points had already been sent to General 
Ridgeway. However, on point No. 4 regarding rehabilitation 
and repairs 3 the President called from Key West on Saturday 3 
December 8 3 as he wanted further explanation of this point 
because he could not see why we should allow the Communists 
to build up by such rehabilitation and repairs during the cease¬ 
fire period. As a result, a conference was called by the 
President for 10;30 a.m. 3 Monday 3 December 10 3 1951 3 and the 
White House issued invitations to the Secretaries of the three 
Services, the three Chiefs of Staff 3 General Bradley and Mr* 

Lovett from Defense 3 the Acting Secretary of State 3 and the Deputy 
Under Secretary of Political Affairs. On Sunday, December 9 3 
Mr. Lovett requested that the Director of the Joint Staff 3 
General Cabell 3 be present also. The purpose, of the conference 
was to consider this question of rehabilitation and repairs. 

The position of the Defense Department was that such re¬ 
habilitation and repairs were as necessary in South Korea 
as they were in North Korea and that we would probably lose 
more than we would gain if both sides were prohibited from 
rehabilitating and repairing the areas under their juris¬ 
diction. 

WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE OF DECEMBER 10. 1951 

Mr. Lovett advised that he had made inquiry 3 since 
talking with the Director 3 of Secretary Frank Pace and 
General Joe Collins, and 3 as best the three of them could 
remember 3 the f ollowing were present at the conference: 



President Truman 
Secretary of Defense Lovett 
General Omar Bradley - Chief of Staff 
General Joe Collins - Army 
General Hoyt S, Vandenberg - Air 
Admiral William Fechtler - Navy 
General Cabell - Joint Staff 
Secretary Frank C, Pace - Army 
Secretary Thomas K, Finletter -Air 
Acting Secretary Francis P. Whitehair - Navy 
Acting Secretary James E, Webb - State 
Mr, H, Freeman Matthews - State 
Admiral Sidney Souers - White House 
James Lay - National Security Council 
General Vaughan - White House 
Admiral Dennison - White House 
General Robert Landry - White House 
In addition to the above, Mr, Lovett said that 
Joe Short and Mairb Connelly, press representatives of the White 







House 3 were at the conference 3 but he does not know how long 
or whether they merely came in and out delivering messages, 

Mr. Lovett had previously indicated to the Director that 
Mr. Edward Foley of the Treasury Department may have been 
present 3 but he now believes that Foley was not there. 

The President came in and shook hands with everyone 
at the conference and it was remarked that he looked tan and 
fit. The conference then discussed the question of repairs 
and rehabilitation and 3 after it was explained to the Presi¬ 
dent that we would lose as much as we would gain through 
such prohibition and there was unanimous agreement on this 
point 3 the President agreed and approved the instructions 
authorising a dispatch to General Ridgeway on that point, 

Mr. Lovett advised that the President then asked 
about the NATO agreement in Rome. Mr. Lovett - and General 
Bradley discussed this at the conference. 

A discussion then ensued as to n how tough do you 
get if there is a violation of the armistice.” Mr. Lovett 
advised it was pointed out that every condition that is put 
into an armistice points up necessary action if the Communists 
should violate that particular condition and such a violation 
would immediately raise a question of what action would the 
UN Forces take if the Communists violated a condition of the 
armistice. It was decided it would be better to take a 
general stand and make general conditions in the armistice 3 
rather than get too specific 3 and at the same time make it 
plain to the Communists' that if the armistice were not kept 
"there would be a hell of a war” and that any breaking of 
faith in the armistice would result in a war extending to 
other fields 3 such as China 3 and that it would not result in a 
resumption of just the Korean war. 

Mr. Lovett advised that the White House conference 3 
which was held in the Cabinet Room 3 lasted from 10:30 a.m. 
until ap proximately 11:45 a.m. on December 10. 

Mr. Lovett advised that at the close of the 
conference the President called aside Mr. Webb and spoke to 
him briefly near the door. Mr. Short went outside and 
advised the press 3 who were present in the White House in 
great number and who had been clamoring for information 3 that 
they had discussed world affairs 3 including Korea. Mr. Lovett 
said that Mr. Short made no further statement. 
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In answer to our questions, Hr, Lovett advised 
-bha-b all of the above-listed individuals were present 
throughout the conference j with the exception of Short and 
Connelly. There was no secretary taking notes and no 
minutes were kept of the meeting. There was no written 
agenda prepared for the items to be taken up* He noted no 
one taking notes, although Admiral Dennison 3 General Vaughan 3 
and General Landry were behind him and he did not know as 
to them. Mr, Lovett stated that he made no notes and 
dictated no memorandum following the conference. Mr, 

Lovett did not know and had not made inquiry as to whether 
any other persons dictated memoranda folloioing the conference. 
Relative to the inquiries that Mr, Lovett had indicated he 
would cause Colonel Randall to make 3 these were merely 
inquiries as to who was present at the conference, 

ACTIVITIES OF JACK AIDERS ON 

Mr. Lovett advised that yesterday afternoon 
(December 12) 3 exact time not known to him, Jack Anderson, 
leg man for Drew Pearson 3 contacted Acting Secretary White- 
hair (probably not in his office)• and showed to Whitehair 
or read to him a story which purported to be almost a 
verbatim account of the important things set forth above 
which occurred at the conference at the YThite House on 
December 10, Mr, Lovett said t hat Whitehair was shocked 
and told Anderson it would be a bad idea to publish this 
material. Whitehair spoke to his executive officer about 
Anderson's visit and they agreed that Admiral Dennison 
should be advised. Admiral Dennison reported this to the 
President 3 who was very much upset. The President got word 
to General Bradley 3 who called Pearson or Anderson 3 and 
Anderson was asked to come over and bring his story* 

Anderson came to see General Bradley about 7;00 p.m. and 
brought the story 3 which was read by General Bradley and 
his aides. Colonel Clifton and Colonel Matthews. Bradley 
attempted to get Anderson to "kill" the story entirely, but 
Anderson said he had checked with Pearson and that the 
story was already on the Bell Syndicate wires and would come 
out this Saturday, December 15, Anderson said it was 
impossible to "kill" the story* General Bradley and his 
aides marked in red pencil two parts which they stated would 
be especially injurious to the security of this country, 
and Anderson said he would recommend that these two parts 
be "killed." The first part was a statement attributed to 
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the President that if we did not get a cease fire by 
December 27, we should arrange to extend the time, The 
second part related to concessions we might be prepared 
to make to the Communists, 

In answer to our queries, Mr, Lovett advised 
that he did not know the full content of Anderson s paper, 

He stated that neither Whitehair nor General Bradley had 
secured a copy of Anderson's paper and that the only 
source from which the contents could be obtained in the 
Government would be recollections of Whitehair, General 
Bradley, and Bradley's two aides. He said that when the 
article comes out on Saturday, it will be possible for 
these gentlemen to compare it with what they read on 
Anderson's paper, He advised that he did not know the 
exact excerpts of Anderson's paper which shocked Tfhite¬ 
hair, but rather thought it was the fact that Anderson 
had what appeared to be an accurate picture of the 
conference\ He pointed out that Anderson's story had 
background which would indicate that it must have come 
from someone actually at the conference; for example, 
it started out by saying that the President, tanned and 
fit, walked briskly into the conference room and shook 
hands with every one, including his own White House aides, 

Other background information made it appear that the 
story must have been given to Anderson by someone 
actually at the conference, 

Mr, Lovett was asked whether all of the items in 
Anderson’s story pertained to the conference and, specif ical ly, 
whether the two items which General Bradley red-penciled 
occurred at the conference, Mr, Lovett stated that he 
did not recall any discussion at the conference^ of 
extending the time if we did not get a cease fire by 
December 27, although he conjectured that this might 
have happened lohile the President was talking to Mr, Webb 
at the door. He said that the second point (on concessions 
we might make) was probably covered in some measure at 
the conference. We asked whether there were any items 
mentioned at the conference that were not in Anderson s 
story. He did not know. We asked whether, in view of 
the fact that three of the four points covered in the 
cease-fire agenda had already been acted on and dispatched 
to General Ridgeway prior to the conference, it would 
be possible that the story was secured from these 





I dispatches or from sources other than those within the 
actual conference, He stated he had not thought of this 
and that it might be possible, We pointed out that if 
Anderson’s story carried an item concerning the cease 
fire date of December 27 3 and this was not discussed at 
the conferencey it was very pertinent and therefore it 
was very necessary that the exact story by Anderson be 
furnished us 3 in so far as possible 3 for comparison 
purposes as to exactly what went on at the conference, 

Mr, Lovett said that when the story comes out 3 such a 
comparison can be made, He said that General Bradley 
would not be back until Saturday 3 December 15 3 but that 
his two aides 3 Colonels Clifton and Matthews 3 were 
available for interview, 

Mr, Lovett related that when Anderson came over 
to see General Bradley 3 at Bradley's request 3 he came 
over on a basis of trade; that is 3 "if he would bring the 
article over and give Bradley a chance to screen it 3 
Bradley would tell him where the Defense Department learned 
that he had this information," After Bradley and his 
aides had gone over the story and red-penciled it 3 
Anderson asked where they had learned he had the story. 
General Bradley told him from the President 3 whereupon 
Anderson "damn near fell off the chair," After leaving 
Bradley’s office and while walking down the corridor 3 
Anderson commented 3 "I guess Whitehair must have told," 

Mr, Lovett related that when Whitehair told of 
Anderson’s visit to him, he said that he told Anderson 3 
"For god’s sake tell Pearson that if he publishes this 
story it will throw suspicion on me 3 " pointing out that 
he was the newest member of the conference and that it was 
known he had a longstanding acquaintance with Pearson, 
Whitehair definitely told Lovett he did not give out any 
information on the conference 3 and Lovett stated this was 
borne out by the fact that Whitehair reported Anderson's 
visit to him and that had Anderson got it from Whitehair 3 
he would not have come back to Whitehair to verify it. 




ATTITUDE OF MR, LOVETT 


I Mt, Lovett advised he believed that this story 
was leaked by a member of the conference and that it was 
done deliberately, He said he based this feeling on the 
fact the story had color and background that it would 
be difficult to secure from anyone who was not at the 
conference 3 and that the story set forth what various 
persons said at the conference, 

Mr, Lovett went on to relate that he was 
extremely concerned about leaks in the Defense Department 
and he earnestly wanted to find out one person who was 
responsible for leaks 3 in order that he could make an 
example of him. He advised that he believes these leaks 
occur in four ways* 

1, By flannel mouths who talk too much at cocktail 
parties; 

2, Through officials who wanted to show that they 
"knew it all 3 4 * * * * * * 11 ; 

3, Through officials who assumed that everyone in 
the Pentagon was cleared for all types of 
security information 3 with the result that they 
talked to anyone in the Pentagon; 

4, Through leaks by members of Congress, 

Mr, Lovett was asked to explain this last point. 

He said that frequently members of Congress 3 such as 
members of the Senate Armed Services Committee or members 

of other Congressional committees who had to consider such 
things as appropriations for the armed services 3 would call 

the Defense Department for information on the current 
situation in Korea or in some phase of the Defense Depart¬ 
ment activities. Bather than write a reply 3 the Defense 
Department sends up an officer 3 who talks to the Congressman 
and furnishes him the information. This is done with the 

understanding that it is very confidential and "in 99 out of 
100 cases" the Congressman observes the confidence, Mr, 
Lovett was asked whether it was necessary to furnish such 

information to the Congressmen, He stated that unless the 

information is furnished 3 the Defense Department does not 




get its appropriations or satisfactory action from the 
Congress. Mr. Lovett advised that he could recall four 
instances where Congressmen betrayed confidences to the 
papers and 3 as he recalls these individuals 3 they were 
Senator Kane s another Senator 3 and two Rep resentatives - 
"<Gavin and Zand or someone like that." He was not at all 
sure of this. 

Mr. Lovett advised he was certain that Generals 
Bradley and Collins and Secretary Pace had not given out 
any information from this conference and had not fallen 
into any pitfalls 3 such as dictating memoranda after the 
conference. He said he was sure of them. 

Mr. Lovett advised that in the matter of dealings 
with Congress 3 some difficulty had been experienced with the 
Air Force 3 in that Secretary Finletter and General Vandenberg 
had gone direct to Congress 3 after rules adverse to the 
Air Department had been made in the Department of Defense. 

He said he could not say how this could pertain to this 
particular matter 3 however. 

Mr. Lovett further advised it was well known that 
the Armed Services used Pearson "to send up trial balloons" 
on their prOblems 3 in order to find out what the reaction 
would be. 

It was our impression that Mr. Lovett was rather 
frank with us and he appeared to be sincere in his desire 
to get to the bottom of leaks in the Defense Department. 

REQUEST FOR INVESTIGATION 

Mr. Lovett advised that General Bradley called 
him yesterday (December 18) and said that the President 
would call Lovett this morning (December 13). Bradley 
said that the President had asked that Lovett call Director 
Hoover and see if this leak could be traced. This 
morning (December 13) Admiral Dennison did call Mr. 

Lovett and requested him to call the Director and ask 
that this leak be traced. .Lovett asked Dennison why he 
was being re quested to call the FBI and asked whether there 
i was any feeling on the part of the President that the 




Defense Department was responsible for this leak. Admiral 
Dennison said "no, " but it was felt that Lovett would 
follow through more vigorously then their own Executive 
Staff. Mr. Lovett advised that it occurred to him the 
President might want the request to come from outside the 
White House so that it would not exclude the members of 
the Tfhite House staff. Mr. Isvett said that he. Secretary 
Pace, General Collins, and General Bradley were the only 
ones in the Defense Department who know of the request 
for investigation. 

It was pointed out to Mr. Lovett that if a full 
investigation is launched into this matter, it may be 
necessary to talk with everyone who was at the conference 
and, on that basis, we would like to know if this request 
for investigation emanated direct from the President and 
if we could so state in conducting the investigation. 

He said it did and we should. 

Mr. Lovett said it had occurred to him that 
possibly there was a microphone in the Cabinet Boom. 

It was pointed out to Mr. Lovett that we had. 
previously conducted investigations for leaks along this 
same line and that it was apparent a condition existed 
in the Defense Department where information supposedly 
restricted to a very small tight group of officials 
received wide dissemination as a result_ of memoranda 
dictated f ollowing the conference, which, in turn, went 
through many hands. 

It was further pointed out to Mr. Lovett that 
on the basis of our discussion with him, there was doubt 
whether all of the information contained in Anderson s 
story covered topics discussed at the conference in question 
therefore, it was highly desirable that we know exactly what 
was in Anderson’s story and exactly what topics were dis¬ 
cussed at the conference, for comparison purposes. 

He reiterated that such an analysis can be made when 
Pearson's article comes out on Saturday, December 15. 




RECOMMENDATION: 


From -the above information, it appears that we 
will be required to make an investigation. It likewise 
aopears that under the set of circumstances, the chances 
of success are small. The only accurate sources of in¬ 
formation would be Anderson and Pearson, who will not talk 
if past experience with them is indicative. The individual 
who gave the information to Anderson would be a fool to talk. 

Nevertheless, it is believed we should follow 
the logical steps, even t hough they will probably only . 
prove that this information has had rather wide dissemination. 

The suggested steps, in order of preference, are: 


1 . 


Interview Colonels Clifton and Matthews of General 
Bradley’s office at once for full details as to 
what was in Anderson’s story. 


2 . 


Interview Whitehair for the same information and 
at the same time interview him as a possible source 
of information to Pearson. Secure from him his 
recollection of what went on at the conference. 


3. 


Interview General Bradley upon his return Saturday, 
December 15, for his recollection of what went on 
at the conference and the details of Anderson s 
story. 


4 . 


Secure a copy of Pearson’s column for Saturday, 
December 15, in order to compare it with the in¬ 
formation supplied us as to what went on at the 
White House conference • 


5. 


Interview every individual who attended the White 
House conference, with the possible exception of 
President Truman, to secure their detailed recolle ctions 
of what went on at the conference and the topics 
discussed. The purpose of this is to get a composite 
picture against which we can compare the picture 
obtained of Anderson’s story and the resultant 
Pearson column. Ascertain from all persons who 
attended the conference whether they made notes ; 
whether they diet ate ^memoranda; whether they dis¬ 
cussed the conference with other persons / and 





what distribution was made of any memoranda 
dictated and through vhose hands they passed, 
Secure copies of these memoranda for comparison 
with Pearson*s column, 

6. [ Follow up any logical leads by interviews with 

I other persons having access to this information . 

7 , In addition to the above, inasmuch as Mr, Lovett 
brought up the question as to whether there might 
not be a microphone in the Cabinet Room, it is 
recommended that Admiral Dennison be contacted 
and advised that this qiestion was raised by Mr, 
Lovett and, if Admiral Dennison so desires, we 
have Laboratory representatives make a thorough 
check of the Cabinet Room for a possible 
microphone, 

Is this will be a lengthy investigati on, it is 
recommended that the experienced Agents of the WO who con¬ 
ducted the prior investigation of the alleged Pearson leak 
be called in for briefing and instructed to conduct this 
investigation at once, 

In keeping with the above recommendation, I con¬ 
tacted SAC Hood of WO tonight (December 13) and he will 
bring Agents to my office at 9:00 a.m, on December 14 for 
proper briefing, in order that this investigation may be 
immediately instituted. 
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At 13;25 P.M, today 3 Se cretary Lovett cal led to — 
fur nish two bit s_, ef^ nfeJMaijeJ^jwhJ^ ked up 

subsequent to our interview with him on the night of 
December 13, 

Mr. Lovett advised that it is his underst anding 

now that James Lav djrfLJ inlz&^CLn^^ o n.ference 

of December 10, 

Mr. Lovett further advised that Clayton Fritchie, 
Public Relations Department of Defense, came to see him and 
showed him a column by Robert Allen, former partner of 
Drew Pearson, which has information similar to that which 
appeared in the story of Jack Anderson. Mr. Lovett advised 
that he has not seen the Pearson column as anticipated in 
today's papers. He advised that Clayton Fritchie informed 
him that he was at Pearson's house on the evening when 
Anderson was called down to General Bradley's office and that 
Fritchie saw the articles at Pearson's home.’* 

I informed Secretary Lovett that we had obtained a 
copy of the column by Robert Allen, which Secretary Lovett 
referred to above, and that we are using this as one basis 
for questions in the intervievxs that are presently going on. 

I advised Secretary Lovett that as he was undoubtedly aware, 
we had launched an investigation into this matter immediately 
following our interview with him on December 13 and a number 
of interviews had been conducted and additional interviews 
are being conducted over the week end n with persons who 
attended the conference. 

« 

Secretary Lovett advised that he would call me in 
the event any additional information came-to Ms attention. 

I thanked him for his thoughtfulness. * 

, . . saws*" • ok ie.jsaj ^' * 


AHB:hmb 


q.9o 


We had received this same Thformation 
during an interview with Colonel.. Clifton 
of General Bradley's office on December 
14. , C 
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By Robert S. Allen 

Washington, Dec. 13—The UN 
can have a cease fire in Korea, 
but at the cost of important con¬ 
cessions to the Reds. 

That’s what the Joint Chiefs 
told the President in their big 
conference with him after his re¬ 
turn. Gen. Bradley declared the 
protracted truce negotiations 
have reached the point “where a 
few concessions on both sides 
could bring an agreement if the 
Communists really want one.” 

y * * * 

'•What do they want?” asked 
fine President. 

“The deadlock gets down to 
t«.iis,” explained Bradley. “We are 
demanding the right to continue 


to rotate bur troops as we have 
"* been doing for months. The Reds 
are flatly refusing to allow that. 
They are insisting on a. complete 
freeze on replacements and 
weapons, But they have indicated 
they would make concessions on 
that if we will allow them to 
build some airfields in North Ko¬ 
rea. We have refused to do that. 
Obviously, they are using the ro¬ 
tation issue to try to wrest con- 
>* cessions from us on the airfield 
’ • demand.” 

*-• Gen. Hoyt Vandenberg vigor- 
~ously opposed giving any ground 
S on that. 

3 “I want a cease fire, if one can 
Jibe worked out that is fair and 
V proper,” declared the Air Chief of 


Staff. "But I don’t see how we 1 to the morale of o.ur men,” Col- 
can safely do anything that will I lins argued. “I am strongly op- 
enable the Reds to build up their f posed to any concession on that, 
air strength. That is what per- V It is an unfair demand, and the 
mil ting - them to build airfields I only reason the Reds on making 
will amount to. Such bases in»*it is to try to force us to give in 
North Korea will be of great n on airfields./'- 
combat value to them, if they de- “Our Army can hold the pres- 
cide to break the truce next ent line until hell freezes over, 
spring, which I wouldn’t put past >.and I am flatly opposed to giving 


them.” 

* * ^ 

£len..J. Lawton Collins was in¬ 
clined to favor some terms on the 
airfield dispute.. He thought some¬ 
thing could be'worked out on 
that. Blit the Army Chief of 
Staff was adamant in insisting 
the Communists be required to 
agree to rotation of UN troops* 
“That would be a serious blow 


the slightest ground on the re¬ 
placement issue. The Reds would 
have the same right as us on that, 
and I don’t see why they should 
object to it, except for trading 
puf poses.” 

* * * v 

Bradley agreed with Collins, but 
emphasized the importance of not 
allowing the Communists to buiy 
up a powerful airforce. 
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.President Tru¬ 
man listened in¬ 
tently to the mil¬ 
itary leaders and 
said nothing un¬ 
til they finished. _ 

Then he told them: 

“As you know I am very 
anxious to bring the fighting to 
an end if that is possible. But I 
will not agree to concessions to 
the Communists that we may re¬ 
gret later on. We want to be very 
careful that we do not sell our¬ 
selves short in our eagerness to 
secure a truce for our men.” 
i Also discussed was the ques¬ 
tion of building up the South Ko- 
■rean army, as this column has 
reported was proposed by Gen¬ 
eral Ridgway. 


all information contained 

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
OATE .4i3MrM9t& 

\kS -Sos73 

not recorded^ 

240IDEC 26 195J 

















STANDARD FORM NO. 64 




O ffi ce Memorandum 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


TO 


FROM : 
SUBJECT: 


A, H. BELM 


C. 





date: December 17, 


'om 


6 # 


E.~R 

d ~ v' 

DREYr PEARSON, Alleged Leak fr 
White House Conference, a! 

December 10, 1951, to JACEfcNPERSON, 

Leg-Man for DREW PEARSON , meomiftTlONCOflTM*"* 

ESPIONAGE - X {SbK B WCUj@W® - ■ 


1951*^ 

Tolson_ 

.i&w 




I went over the inv estisiDffop r s.^Q.f-^.hS.s^.GM.se,.-wil.hr.. 
Special Agent in Charge Hood, in .soma ■ detail, .on .December !.?.• 
I r^T : vvwT~W!w3~J ie££L££)m)J^^ the p ersons 

who attended the December .W conference, plus those who had 
knowledge of what was discussed. Those remaining to be inter¬ 
viewed are Secretary Dan Kimball, who will be interviewed on 
December 18, and Admiral Sidney Souers, who will be interviewe 
on December 19, 



d 



r)' 


Analysis of t he, information developed up~to this time 
indicates that there, was limited dissemination of information as 
tp^wKa ^^^^^ ffi“weht'an at the President's confersn.ee of 
pTcembe r 1 0_,._ J951 I The YaMlinptpjiJlie Id...Off ice, is carefully 
a nalysing this p articular problem in order to come up V)ith as 
d ef i n itef IT^pTct ure~ as possible as to, exactly who . did have access 
fcThe .sp ^pX&cs~~6f " the _c onfe re,n ce prior to. the time they were 
kxwvm to be’ in Anderson's possession. 

Regarding the problem . as^.±o^whe± .her..AndersonJUs 
information and,_in addition,, Allen' S. column could have been 
grecafedf from information available from sources .other than 
someone wffo"*att ended ‘or had .detailed information regarding the 
c onference of December 10, thsjpe^Ck^d^pep.g The 

consensus is tJml^ lhe. . info rm pdjpn.jnust_ha.vp^cpme^frpm^ some one 

who knew wha .t...went on at. „ the. De.ce.mbe~r 10. -conference. This 
is modified by statement sjphaf . c.extol Q the information, ri.s 
not accur'dte‘'dnd^sdme^nb~t true. It is further modified by the 
fact that many of the persons mtervieioed are unable to recall 
exactly what was discussed at the conference and, of the items 
discussed, exactly what was said by certain individuals. It 
has been vo inte.d m o-u ±^±h at-M.os,t .. of _ the _ matter.s^dls-cussed. had..been 
previously dis cussed in great detail on many occasions by the 
joTnfTdhi ef.s. ofZJSfdff'mhd fh.QS.c officially interested.fin the " 
particular pro blems,,. The conviction of those who feel that 
the information in question had to have come from someone who 
had, knowledge of vohat went on at the December 10 conference 
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is ae jieraily based __o.n__t he.tact that__ most_of. the.._items^Jn.... 

A nde rson' s pape jojd Allen ' s column.. w&££u JiQt ually dis.Q-US.Ssd in. 
s ome ToTrT at the co nf ere nce . As pointed out above, some of 
the information loas inaccurate . 

At this point, it appears n eces sary that joe actually 
determine when th e P earson . column.-o.f.,Dscejn.ber 15, appearing 

i n . the'ljevTYork ’’D ailiumTnopJlwas filed with Be.ll_. Syndicate, 

Since Allen actuaj.lv..p, rA.n± £sL^a.^sSm.iI.ar_co 1 umnjin thejflew 
Y ork.. bos tlL-Ojn JDe.cembe.r..A3 — it,Js Jmpgrtant-MoA w.ejmow.jvhen 
h e filed that co l umn s ince Allen's information may. have been . 
made .ayai labJLe by^pearson. tie cannot overlook the possibility 
that Allen may^have 'original1y obtained the information and 
made it available to Pearson. The iiMijiu,,^jt.h&.xs.fojie,,^,o.fL..:Lhe 
filing of any columns would have s ign ificanc e _ i na nal jjsin.g 
these questio ns. It is, J think, a fajJZ^SJLSjynpJ 
Pea rson jsjawa re of , o ur investigation^ If the leak originated 
wTthTlTome one who attended the December .10 conference they 
would, in all probability, have notified Pearson that the 
investigation is going on. Since t his_ ij^true^^I^fey 1 jbhat joe 
should nolo go directly to Bell Syndicate io^obtain information 
as~to “wKerT*p‘earson i ’s'''cgl imn~was .filed.* We^,should obtain^ a 
c opy"of ihe .c o mple te..^column. ~ I think we^jAOufd^gfsp.mak.e 
similar inquiries regarding the Allen column as. _t_o the Jime 

In the event results of pending interviews do not 
indicate otherwise, we should , after obtaining the information 
regarding the Pearson columns, interview Joseph Short, Press 
Secretary at the IThite House. Short was not present at the 
December 10 conference to our knowledge. He did make a brief 
statement to the press regarding the conference. He should be 
interviewed, to determine if Anderson, or a representative of 
Pearson or of Allen, was at the Jhite House on that date and, 
if so, complete details should be obtained as to Short's 
observations of who they talked to, iohat questions were asked, 
etc. Short should also be discreetly questioned regarding 
his knowledge of Pearson’s and Allen's sources in the 

1 Government which vjould have a beo,ring on this investigation. 
Thereafter, interviews should be had with Dr ew Pearson, Jack 
Anderson and Rob ert Allen. In order tWat The 'record^ may^be 
. ~Toledr 'artclf on~*the of.f^chfance that we may develop information, 
it is felt that these interviews will have to be conducted . 


2 







RECOMMENDATIONS? 


ULjjou approve,, . t he. New .lojih. Of fice vnjl^be^ 

ts j.ephonically instmeted to initiate inquiries at Bell 
Syndicate in N ew^York. It is n ot^de finite' whethe rfBeTT 
Syndicate handl es_ Allen*s column..-Tn the_ event it does not 3 
inqu iTA^§^3h.Q JMLd^Jxe^-inJ,± iated kadk.. the "New fork "post” for 
i Mom&tij>.n..xe.g.a.r .ding Allen's column* 
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, GO-ROUND 


By OrevrTearson 


ff j>j (Si UN, Dec. 14. 

-—The world sat up 
over Pres. Truman’s pub- 
lieized meeting- with the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff when 
if® returned from Key 
'West, but it was routine, 
.lhe highlight was an as¬ 
surance from Gen. Omar 
-Bradley that a cease-fire 
could be w o rk e d out in 
Korea. 

' diplomatic and military 
chiefs were waiting when HST 
S e % grinning. He shook 
Pndf all around, said it was 

t£ d r ° J b l back '" ashed how' i 
they liked his tan. ; 

chiefs do most i 
of the talking, and here is a j 
brief account of what hap- 
pened: — * -j 

Truman sat back, called for 
views, and made such com¬ 
ments as: "That’s a tough one.” 

ritadley led with a summary 
0 1 u Korean situation, report- 5 - 1 
ed the Beds seemed ready to *- 
come to terms, that a cease-fire’ 
ngneement could be worked out 
it both sides made concessions,' 
.^ en *Vandenberg, Air chief, s 
opposed major concessions, was * 
adamant against allowing the 
Communists to build airfields 
during the cease-fire. 

XJen. Collins, Army chief, op¬ 
posed giving in on troop rota¬ 
tion. The Chinese propose a 
freeze on all troops entering 
Korea, blocking replacements 
for combat veterans. This would 
be a blow'to morale Collins 
; warned. 

Silent Admiral 
! Collins agreed “minor con¬ 
cessions” should be' made to 
win some in return. Truman 
commented that no concessions 
should be granted that we 
“would later regret.^ 

Admiral Fechteler made only 
a half-minute speech, pledged 
that the Navy is prepared to 
carry out “any mission any 
Time any place." ‘ w 

I the Army, Collins a 

pledged the Army couldn’t be £ 

blasted out of Korea, could ^ 

hold on “until hell freezes 
over.” 

One concession discussed was t 

yielding to the Reds on inspec- tl 
tion behind the lines. We have s 
h T e ® n holding out for it by- § 
U.N.-Communist teams, but the 
Reds want it by “neutral” 

nations—and that meant Poland 
and Czechoslovakia. L at e r 

they agreed to consider Den¬ 
mark, Sweden and Switzerland. 
These would be acceptable to 
us. Bradley proposed giving 
ground here and it has been 
done. „ . - 
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a settlement within 20 days 
Some -details will be left to 
iron out later. . 

Another matter discussed was 
the question of withdrawing 
U.N. troops altogether— after 
the armistice. The facts re- 
gardmg this must not be pub- 
liShed now. 
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DREW PEARSON j ESP DASH X, CHIEF. OF AIR FORCE GENERAL HOYT S. 
VANDENBERG WAS INTERVIEWED TODAY AND ADVISED THAT HE HAD ■/ ■ 
ATTENDED THE, CO NFERENCE AT THE WHrrEHOUSE ON DECEMBER TENTH* 
LAST. GENERAL VANDENBERG STATED THAT HE HAD NOT MADE ANY 
NOTES AT THE CONFERENCE AND HAD NOT PREPARED ANY ME MORAN DA ;. 


m 


M 




■if** 


^ OR SEEN ANY MEMORANDA WHICH ANYONE ELSE HAD. PREPARED CON 

•• ... "J -• •'** 

’.THE-CONFERENCE. IE STATED THAT THE MEMO WHICH HE HAD R 
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WITH MR. FINLETTER ON DECEMBER TENTH, LAST* REFERRING. T<YTHE 

WHTTEHOUSE CONFERENCE WAS MATERIAL WHICH WAS NOT DISCUS 

' •; «'* " \ - •: • u , 

AT THE WHITEHOUSE CCNFERENCE AND WHICH HE, 4 ; MR. FINLETTER AND 

MR. LOVETT THOUGHT SHOULD BE BROUGHT TO THE ATTENTION OF THE 

PRESIDENTj^ID^THAT IT PERTAINED TO,AN-ALTERNATE PROPOSAL IN: .'. 

m .... . •/ • ij- • ; !.• 

CONNECTIOt^riTH THE. PEACE NEGOTIATIONS HE STATED THAT;; THE ONLY 

• ' •• ' . •; ' :v ' '• • ‘ '• - ,V ... 

PERSONS Hfe-HA|: P r ISCUSSED THE CONFERENCE WITH . ARE MR. LOVETT 

V^p#****^*rfr****iit* i s*z'’ ‘►*‘*^*r r *^ <*&*-.** -jfe.flr.V5fe jj" ^ 


and he stated that the grigjnal.of theMemo 

^*' *' v ’ * ‘ • • ‘ *“ *• ‘ ' "• ** *' 
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PREPARED^ i|R. FINLETTER »S OFFICE ON DECEMBER TENTH, FIFTYONE, 

A COPY OF WHICH WAS PREVIOUSLY FURNISHED. THE BUREAU, WAS DELIVERED A I 
PERSONALLY ; : T0 MR. LOVElT BY^fe J HIM. GENERAL ) 

VANDENBERG STATED THAT. A COPY -OF' T^E ifeMO 4 WAS GIVEN; TO "f. ■ 

' AND HE GAVE IT TO HIS AIDE> COLDnEL -i 4 

..i. -b r „ ■»...* 4 ^ . - .* —-.u. _.?• 


O^v' * 5 ; • 
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PAGE TWO 

CHARLES V. MURPHY, BUT HE REITERATED THAT THE CONTENTS OF THIS 

MEMO WERE NOT DISCUSSED AND HAD NOTHING TO DO WITH THE CONFERENCE 

WEf-n AT THE MEETING ON DECEMBER TENTH, LAST. THE ARTICLE BY 

ROBERT S. ALLflN WAS SHOWN TO GENERAL VANDENBERG AND HE ADVISED 

THAT IN HIS OPINION THIS ARTICLE COULD W HAVE BEEN WRITTEN 

WITHOUT THE WRITER’S HAVING ACCESS TO WHAT TRANSPIRED AT THE 

CONFERENCE. HE POINTED OUT THAT EVERYTHING APPEARING IN THE 

ARTICLE HAD BEEN SOMETIME OR OTHER IN THE PAST PUBLICLY STATED 

BY THE INDIVIDUALS TO WHOM THE MATERIAL WAS ATTRIBUTED, AND THAT 

CERTAINLY ANYONE WHO HAD FOLLOWED THE KOREAN SITUATION AND 

ANALYZED VARIOUS ARTICLES APPEARING IN THE PRESS ON THE SITUATION 

£ 

COULD HAVE PREPARED THE ALI^ ARTICLE. HE FURTHER COMMENTED THAT 
THE ALLAN ARTICLE WAS, IN FACT, ERRONEOUS IN ITS REPORTING OF WHAT 
ACTUALLY TRANSPIRED. HE STATED THAT THE WHOLE REASON FOR THE 
CONFERENCE IN HIS OPINION WAS FOR THE PRESIDENT TO RECEIVE REASONS 
WHY CERTAIN NEGOTIATION INSTRUCTION HAD BEEN SENT TO GENERAL 
RIDGEWAY IN JAPAN. GENERAL VANDENBERG STATED THAT THE PART OF 
THE ARTICLE ATTRIBUTED TO HIM WAS ABSOLUTELY INCORRECT AND STATED 

THAT HE HAD ONLY MADE A SHORT STATEMENT AT THE CONFERENCE WHICH WAS 

' (Z ' 

NOT IN ACCORD WITH THE ALI^ ARTICLE. HE STATED WITH RESPECT TO 

GENERAL COLLINS’ REMARK QUOTE UNTIL HELL FREEZES OVER UNQUOTE THAT 

HE COULD NOT RECALL THIS REMARK AND DOES NOT BELIEVE THAT GENERAL 

COLLINS WOULD MAKE SUCH A REMARK IN SPEAKING TO THE PRESIDENT AND 

THAT HE F EELS CONFIDENT THAT IF GENERAL COLLINS HAD MADE SUCH REMARK, 
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HE WOULD HAVE CERTAINLY REMEMBERED IT. HE CONCLUDED BY STATING 

fc - --- -- '' 

THAT THEALL^N ARTICLE WAS A POOR REPORT ON WHAT HAPPENED AT THE 
CONFERENCE, AND STATED THAT WHOEVER PREPARED THE ARTICLE MUST ‘ 
HAVE HAD VERY LITTLE INFORMATION ON WHAT ACTUALLY TRANSPIRED, 
UNLESS THE WRITER DELIBERATELY SLANTED THE ARTICLE IN THAT 
FASHION. HE STATED T HAT HE WAS NOT ACQUAINTED WITH JACK ANDERSON 
AND BELIEVES THAT HE HAS MET DREW PEARSON ONCE ABOUT TWO YEARS 
AGO IN THE DEFENSE BLDG., AND THAT THE LAST TIME HE SAW ROBERT S» 


ALJVJN WAS IN EUROPE WHEN ALI^T WAS INTELLIGENCE OFFICER FOR 
GENERAL PATTON. HE DENIED SEEING OR TALKING TO ANY OF THESE 
INDIVIDUALS SINCE THE CONFERENCE IN QUESTION. 


HOOD 
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12-17-51 


8*30 P«K« 


URGENT 


«a ALLEGED LEAK FROM WHITEHOUSE CONFERENCE,DECEMBER 
TEN, FIFTTONE, TO JAC{fAlDERSON, LEGMAN FOR DREW PEARSON; ESP 
DASH X. MR. S. EVERETT GLE ASON, DEPUTY SECURITY OFFICER, 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUN CIL, ADVISES THIS DATE THAT HIS SUPERIOR, 

MR* JAMES E. LAY, JR. # . RRIEFED HIM GENERALLY nw_T.AYtfi BCT npu 
FROM CONFERE NCE., F URNISHED GLEASON WITH D ETAILED BRIEFING QN 
WEDNKDAY* DECEMBER TWELFTH. G LEA SON NOTIFIED JOHN EMERSON, 

.. — ■Vi'art 

PLANNING OFFICER, STATE DEP T., OF GENERAL CONTENTS OF DEGEflQp^ 
REACHED AT PRESIDENT »S CON FERENCEON DECEMBER TENTH; .HOWEVER, 

1 SLMSS. AEPEAREP EMERSON ALREADY -FAMILIAR WITH RESULTS OF mNFTO ^nE 

THROUGH INPO FURNISHED EMERSON BY STATE DEPT. OFFICIALS. EMERSON'S 
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INTEREST IN CONFERENCE BASED ON FACT THAT HE WORKED ON STAFF 
PREPARING NSC DRAFT RE KOREAN SITUATION. JAMES E. WEBB^ UNDERSECRETARY 
OF STATE, REINTERVIEWED TODAY AND PRESENTED WITH COPY OF EXCERPTS 
FROM COLUMN OF ROBERT ALLEN APPEARING IN QUOTE NEW YORK POST UNQUOTE 
DECEMBER THIRTEENTH. CONTENTS OF COLUMN INDICATE ALLEN RECEIVED INFO 
FROM SOMEONE AT CONFERENCE. H. FREEMAN MATTHEWS t DE PUTY m mmggnR^r^j jy- 
O F STATE. FURNISHED, SAME COLUMN AS THAT, GIVEN WEBBj ST A TKn TO HIS 

» . - • i ? t •* ». . ■ ^ '*■ 

. ’A’* F * i*y *• 

HAVE BEEN PREPARED^ BY f ^NWSPAPERMAN„ WELL VHtSJED 




■ 


IN BACKGROUND LEA DING UP TO CONFERENCE WITHOUT OBTAINING 

£V»r..'..._ ' .~~. 

<r.P - q? 


d™ F JACsPJT:KTD:eas 
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INFO 
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FROM THOSE IN ATTE NDANCE AT .CONFERENCE. ADMIRAL DEN NISON OF 4 
WIOTEHOU ^^^AJTV^SO_^T^V IEWg) T OPAZ AND AD VISES DID NOT SEE 

T jg PEARSON RELEASE IN T HE POSSESS IONj^ANDERSON. CLAIMS DOES 

NOT ■ KNOW PEA^ M OR^JfDBRS QN AND DENIES ANY DISCLOSURE ON HIS PART 

OF INFO INVOLVED. ADVgES QNLY NOTES OF CONFERENCE TO HE .KNOWLEDGE. 

TOOK MINUTES^OF MEETING. STATES FIRST 

FACT MEET ING, TO B E,HELD ON DECE MBE R EIGHTTH, WHEN ADVISEDJBY 

DOES NOT' RECALL DISCUSSION AT MEETING OF DECEMBER 

I TWENTYSEVENTH CEASE FIRE EXTENSION.. STATES UNABLE SUGGEST ANY 
• * » *" . *'*. ‘ 
SUSPECT AS RESPONSIBLE FOR LEAK. SUGGESTS STA TE DEPT. AS POSSTR T.^^ 

. ?OPRCg qg *"^HAS 

g B^RIENCE m LEAKS OF INFO. THAT DEPT. HIS ACCOUNT OF DISCUSSIONS ’ 
AT CONFERENCE SUBSTANTIALLY THE SAME AS THOSE DEVELOPED THROUGH OT HER 
INTMVIEWS. DENNISON R EAD AND ANALYZED BOTH THE ALLEN AND PEARSON 
gglggg. MP,ST^E S HIS OPINION NEITHER ..COULD HAVE BTOW WBTTTpy py;^ 
^^E ,INDiyipm WITHO UT AS SISTANCE. ADVISES HIS RECOLLECTION 
THAT OVER ONE HALF OF CONFERENCE DEVOTED TO DISCUSSION OF EUROPEAN 
SIUTATION AND INDICATED HE CONSIDERED IT UNUSUAL THAT NEITHER COLUMN 
CONTAINED ANY DETAILS CONCERNING EUROPEAN DISCUSSIONS. 

HOOD 
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fIREGTOR URGENT 

DREwPEARSON: ALLEGED LEAK FROM WHITEHOUSE CONFERENCE DEC 
TEN, NINETEEN FIFTY ONE TO JAC KINDER SON, LEG DASH MAN FOR 
DREW PEARSON; ESPIONAGE DASH X. GENERAL JO SEPH COLLINS, ARMY 
CHIEF OF STAFF, INTERVIEWED TODAY AND ADVISED HE HAD ATTENDED 
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THE CONFERENCE AT THE WHITEHOUSE DSC. TEN LAST. COLLINS ADVISED 
MEETING OPENED BY BRIEFING BY GENERAL BRADLEY, THEN PRESIDENT 
CALLED ON LOVETT, FOLLOWED BY VANDENBERG AND THEN ADMIRAL 
FECHTELER. THEREUPON THE PRESIDENT TURNED TO THE SECRETARIES, 
PACE, FINLETTSR AND ACTING SECRETARY OF THE NAVY, WHITEHALL, 

FOR REMARKS. COLLINS ADVISED HE FOLLOWED WHITEHAIR AS SPEAKER 
AND MADE BRIEF POINTS, SPEAKING AT DIFFERENT TIMES. HIS FIRST 
REMARKS WERE BASED ON A POINT MICH HAD BEEN RAISED BY ADMIRAL 
FECHTELER, AND COLLINS ADVISED HE POINTED OUT SOME DISAGREEMENT 
WITH ADMIRAL FECHTELER»S REMARKS AND THEN WENT ON TO DISCUSS 
THE ARMISTICE AND CONCESSIONS THAT COULD BE CONSIDERED. LATER 
THE PRESIDENT EXPRESSED CONCERN OVER THE AIR BUILDUP OF THE 
COMMUNISTS AND THE POSSIBILITIES THAT WE MIGHT NOT BE ABLE TO 
MAINTAIN OUR FORCES IN KOREA. COLLINS THEREUPON INTERJECTED WITH 
ECG:iam 
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THE COMMENT THAT HE WOULD GUARANTEE THAT WE WOULD NOT BE 
THROWN OUT OF KOREA. FOLLOWING GENERAL COLLINS’ LAST REMARKS, 
HE ADVISED MR. WEBB WAS CALLED UPON AND HE REFERRED 
TO MR. MATTHEWS, WHO OUTLINED THE POSITION OF THE STATE DEPT. 
HE ADDED MR. WEBB ALSO SPOKE A FEW WORDS, DETAILS NOT RECALLED. 


C OLLINS AJDyiSE D_HE,.WEOT_TO,,COtEEKENCEv.IN^.SAI t ^CAR.,WJj^>AI)^CH^L-- 
FECHTELER AND RETURNED TO PENTAGON FOLLOWING CONFERENCE WITH 
FECHTELER, THEREAFTER, DISCUSSING THE PROCEEDINGS WITH NO ONE 
ELSE AND MADE NO RECORD OF SAME. THE NEW YORK POST COLUMN, 


PREPARED BY ROBERT S. ALLEN, RELATIVE TO WHITEHOUSE CONFERENCE, 
WAS DISPLAYED TO GENERAL COLLINS AND HE ADVISE) THAT PORTION 
ATTRIBUTED TO HIM AS REFLECTED IN THE ALLEN COLUMN WAS A FAIR 


SUMMATION OF HIS PORTION, ALTHOUGH NOT IN THE EXACT WORDS AS 

i mu i i i ■ — W W ~ 1 ' ‘ ~ ~ ' • ' "— —* " 

RECALLED BY GENERAL COLLINS. HE WAS POSITIVE IN STATING HE DID 

mm . - ,1.1111 mu ma» 

NOT USE THE PHRASE QUOTE UNTIL HELL FREEZES OVER UNQUOTE, ALTHOUGH 
HE WAS NOT CERTAIN ABOUT HIS HAVING MADE ANY REMARKS CONCERNING 
TROOP ROTATION. CONCERNING THE PRESIDENTIAL QUOTATION AS REFLECTED 
BY ALLEN, GENERAL COLLINS SAID IT WAS ESSENTIALLY WHAT THE PRESIDENT 
HAD STATED, BUT NOT AN EXACT QUOTATION, ALTHOUGH IN SUBSTANCE WAS 
ACCURATE. HE ADVISED THE ALLEN QUOTATION ATTRIBUTED TO GENERAL 
VANDENBERG WAS ESSENTIALLY CORRECT AND THAT THE REMARKS ATTRIBUTED 
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TO GENERAL BRADLEY WERE GENERALLY ACCURATE, ALTHOUGH IN THE 
CONFERENCES GENERAL BRADLEY HAD NOT STRESSED THAT THE MATTER 
OF TROOP ROTATION HAD BEEN HELD AS A BARGAINING POINT AGAINST 
THE CONSTRUCTION OF AIR FIELDS ON THE PART OF THE COMMUNISTS. 
GENERAL COLLINS HAD NO SUGGESTION AS TO HOW A LEAK MAY HAVE 
OCCURRED, IF A LEAK DID OCCURR, AND EX PRESSED THE BELIEF THAT 


IT WOULD BE POSSIBLE THAT THE COLUMN BY ROBERT ALLEN COULD HAVE 
BEENJPREPARED BY SOMEONE WHO HAD PICKED UP A FEW BITS OF DATA 
HERE AND THERE FROM PERSONS WHO MAY HAVE OBTAINED IT EVEN SECOND 


OR THIRD HAND, WHICH PERSONS MAY HAVE ALSO POSSESSED KNOWLEDGE OF 
P REVIOUS CONFERE NCES REL ATIVE TO SIM ILAR S UBJECT MATTER. CONCERNING 
THE PERSONNEL PRESENT AT THE CONFERENCE, GENERAL COLLINS SAID HE 
HAD NO PERSONAL SUSPICIONS AND POINTED OUT HE HAD NOT SEEN OR HAD 


ANY CONTACT W ITH DREW JEAR SON IN MORE THAN A YEAR^ GENERAL COLLINS . 
A DVISED HE KNEW JWH 0^JACK.vAND.IRSma^^-3UZ-NEV.ER HAD MET HIM 

' S EMPLOY. CONCERNING 


AND KNEW OF NO OTHER _ 

.. ua W»«H Bt K g attaBtfaS3B5BgK3 a »a^ 


ROBERT S. ALLEN, GENERAL COLLINS ADVISED HE KNE W ALLEN, BUT HAD 
NOT SEEN OR TALKED TO HIM I N MOREJT H AN A YEA R. CLAYTON FRITCHE? 

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE. ADVISED HE 


POSSESSED MO INFO C0MCERljIMG_Em C EED.IM5 S, WHITEHOUSE CONFERENCE, 
DEC. TEN AND D ID gQLaSOBiU*^ ^ 

HE ADVISED ON AFTHtNOON TUESDAY DAC / _ELCTEJ, fa ASOJ^SM-lIS.ITED 
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P.M. ANDERSON II 


REGARDING T HE W HITEHOUSE CONFERENCE AND FRITCHEY INDICATED HE 


POSSESSED NO.INFORMATION. ANDERSON INFORMED FRITCHEY HE HAD 


PRETTY GOOD FILL IN AND FRITCHEY GATHERED FROM ANDERSON’S MANNER 


TWELVE FRICHEY VISITED DREW PEARSON’S HOME FOR DINNER AND BRIDGE, 

in iii iniiii | ^ i i i t« i« iiiiMraiii ii «]i l iiiiiiii<i W iHimi UijifliiH'iHiMiii iv if » r iirriiiiiWiii'"ii'i i iii ;'i i if hi iwnii mr infilii'riiiir Hi ■ rii'iii ii’iiiilH i iH iii iriii ii 'Hi' iii>i| itf ^ii'TiTrirT~ na ii a* iw tf“~~ 

ALTHOUGH PEARSON DOES NOT PLAY BRIDGE PERSONALLY.., ENROUTE FRITCHEY 


WENT BY HOME OF FRITCHEY’S ASSISTANT, COLONEL CL 


mmmm 


LATER JOINED FRITCHEY AT THE PEARSON RESIDENCE FOR BRIDGE. 


DINNER GUESTS AT THE PEARSON .HOME INCLUDED PEARSON AND WIFE, EDWARD 






PRITCHARD, OF KENTUCKY. MR. FRITCHEY AND ATTORNEY, PETER ANSBURY 



ARTICLE WHICH HE GATHERED WAS PART OF A COLUMN TYPEWRITTEN ON 


■SEVERAL YELLOW PAGES. FRITCHEY LEARNED FROM PEARSON THAT THE' 


MATERIAL CONTAINED SEVERAL ITEMS TO. WHICH GENERAL BRADLEY OR COLONEL 


CLIFTON OBJECTED AND THAT ANDERSON WAS GOING TO PRESENT THEM TO 


THES E OFFICERS. PEARSON INVITED FRITCHEY TO READ THE COLUMN MATERIAL 

—a J'lWWnirffliriim " 

WHICH HE DID AND ADVISED HE FOUND IT RATHER INNOCUOUS AND PRETTY 

TAME. HE STATED DESPITE THIS, IT STRUCK HIM THAT THE FACT THAT 
J, ‘" SGeBa ** saB!3sa *®^^ 

THERE APPEARED TO BE A LEAK FRO M AN IMPORT ANT CONFERENCE WAS IMPORTANT. 

. ... ^ ^ ^ ^ . . . 



















IN ONE OR TWO PLACES IN ACCORDANCE WITH GENERAL BRADLEY’S SUGGESTION 


FRITCHEY GATHERED FROM THIS THAT THE COLUMN WOULD BE DISPATCHED AND 
ALSO CONCLUDED THAT THE COLUMN HAD APPEARED,, ALTHOUGH PERHAPS NOT 
IN THE WASHINGTON POST, AS EDITORS OFTEN EXERCISE THE. PREROGATIVE 

•••.- -’I '- : ; ' •' ; , 

TO DELETE COLUMNS OR PORTIONS. FRITCHEY EXAMINED THE ROBERT ALLEN 


COLUMN OF THE NEW YORK PO ST, DEC. THIRTEEN, jjAND SAID THAT TO HIS 




RECOLLECTION, THEY ARE PRETTY WELL PARALLEL TO THE PEARSON MATERIAL 


HE HAD READ. FRITCHEY _RELA' 


BEFORE NOON, ANDERSON HAD VISITED HIM ON ANOTHER'MATTER AND HE 


TWITTED ANDERSON ABOUT BEING SCOOPED BY ALLEN. HE DECLARED'ANDERSON 
APPEARED GENERALLY SURPRISED.. Aim 'T.TgTTT Tivf k' IN 


SEARCH OF A NEW YORK POST CONTAINING THE,ALLEN COLUMN. FRITCHEY 
COULD OFFER NO SUGGESTION AS TO THE SOURCE OF THE.LEAK NOR FURNISH 
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ANY INVESTIGATIVE LEADS IN THIS DIRECTION. HE 4L,Sff f „ SAID , HE 
GO ULD DRAW NO CON CLUSJONS ; AS TO u WHETHER ■ 

H AVE, BEEN. USED T O , FURNISH INFO JOR ;THE x PEARS.ON- AND JHE^AXLEK, 
COLUMNS OR IF A CONFIDENTJAL..,SOURCE,.HA,D.-B,E^i-,U.S.EQ. 

HOOD 
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SAG, WO (65-6060) 

DIRECTOR, FBI 

?7) ■ 

DBE& J PEARSQN, 

ALLEGED LEAK FROM 17HITE HOUSE CONFERENCE 
DECEMBER 20, 2952, TO MCEf-AUDERSOE, LEG-MAN 
FOR DREW PEARSON, 

ESPIONAGE -I. 

Beurlet December 25, 1952* 


December 28, 2952 


x/ J 


There is attached the original of Copy No • 10 of 20 
conies of a memorandum for the Secretary of Defense, bearing 
the stamped signature of Thomas £• Finletter, dated Decemoer 
10 1952, together with one photostatic copy thereof • This 

is* being returned in accordance with your requestm 


Enclosure „ 
CEH:LL ~ 


OH&~being 


photostatic cop#*of the above-described memorandum 
)einq retained in the files of the Bureau.) 
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Office Memorandum • united states government 


& 


. (7. E. 

from : A. Braniq 


TO : Mr 



rich 




date: December 18, 1951 

* Tolson 


Clegg_ 

Gl&vin_ 

Nichols 


SUBJECT: COLUMN APPEARING AU. WFORWAtlOM GONTAIHED • 

IN "NEW YORK POST, " IS-13-51 ISUNSLASSIFIED 


The New r o rk Office furnished the following 
information: 

The "New York Post" regularly publishes four vjeekdayf 
editions as follows: l' 

(l) "Night Extra." This is published as of 9;30 A.II. 
each day. 


Tele. Room — 

Nease_ 

Gandy_ 



(2) "7 Blue Final##" printed at 1;30 P.H. 

(3) "7 Blue Final#" printed at 3; 15 P.H, 

(4) "7 Blue Final" printed at 7; SO P.H. 


In the editions published by the "New rQ,rk Post" for 
December 13, 1951, Robert S-/lien had two different columns. 

The first column entitle demist Truman Toss O ut McGrath" aopeared 
only in the "Night Extra" exTition. The second columrTwhich 
contained the story on Korea was printed in all three of the "7 
Blue Final" editions. 

This is for your information. 


NAB: jmrf 

C ! 
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that the President wanted him to discuss with me what appears to be a rather 
serious leak on what occurred at a meeting last Monday at the White House. 

He said that the President was desirous of trying to trace out the source of 
this leak. Secretary Lovett stated that the meeting related to plans in Korea 
and general European matters. He said that the press reports have been very 
speculative in this regard. 

Secretary Lovett stated that to his recollection the following were 
in attendance at the meeting: The three Chiefs of Service, General Collins, 
Admiral Fechteler, and General Vandenburg; the three Secretaries or Acting 
Secretaries, Frank Pace, Francis Whitehair replacing Kimball, and Tom 
Finletter; Jim Webb and Matthews from the State Department; possibly Ed Foley 
representing Secretary Snyder; General Bradley, and Secretary Lovett. He 
stated that from the White House were General Vaughan, Admiral Dennison, 
and possibly Connelly or Short. He added that he could not remember whether 
he saw both Connelly and Short, but just before going into the room he recalls 
seeing them both. 


The Secretary related that the following has happened. Yesterday 
afternoon an individual by the name juLAnderson, who appears to be a leg-man 
for Drew Pearson, went up to Whitehair and said, "I've got a story of the Monday 
meeting; thought you would like to take a look at it, " and Whitehair reportedly 
said he didn't want to take a look at it. Apparently Anderson either read him 
or showed him certain excerpts which startled Whitehair so in their apparent 
accuracy that he came back and spoke to his Navy colleagues about it and they A 
advised Admiral Dennison and Dennison advised the President. The Presidents 
then called General Bradley and suggested to Bradley that he get hold of Pearson 
or Anderson and ask to see this report; that Anderson subsequently last night 
around seven o'clock came over to General Bradley with the report, which was 







already cm the Bell Syndicate wires and Bradley persuaded Anderson to delete 
two major statements by red-penciling them, stating that they were either a 
breach of security or definitely not within the national interest. Anderson, 
according to Secretary Lovett, appeared to have agreed to this. 

Secretary Lovett stated that General Bradley called him after the 
meeting and said that in his opinion the statement is presumably coming out 
this Saturday and that it is not too harmful but the story was not killed. He 
stated that the President appears to be relieved but he is very apprehensive 
as to the leak of information concerning the meeting. Secretary Lovett stated 
that he thought it was a terrible thing when the President could not talk to his 
supposedly intimate advisors without having someone go out and talk about it. 

He stated that it was the President's desire that he talk with me and find out 
what could be done. 

I told the Secretary that the important thing was first to find out 
who was at the meeting and then find out if any of them, upon returning, had made 
any memoranda on the meeting or advised someone in their own office. 1 told bim 
I would be very glad to assign the matter to Assistant Director Belmont. 

Secretary Lovett stated that General Bradley is out of town but he would have 
his Executive Officer, Colonel Randall, try to collect some information on the 
matter this afternoon. 

The Secretary is attending budget hearings this afternoon but will 
return to his office at 6:30 PM. I told him that Mr. Belmont will be in his office 
(Secretary Lovett's) promptly at h:30 to discuss the matter. 

Very truly yours, 

rj ‘ ^ ^ • 

Joimj Edgar Hoover 
Director 


cc--Mr. Nease 
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Office Memorandum 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


THE DIRECTOR 


FROM 


MR. D. M. LADD fT 
DREW PEARSON, 

ALLEGED LEAK FROM WHITE Hi 
DECEMBER 10, 1951, TO JACi 
FOR DREW PEARSON, 
ESPIONAGE - X . AL! 


date.- December 18, 195J>^ 




SUBJECT: 


HOUSE CONFERENCE 
.CMNDERSON, LEG-MAN 

ALL INFORMATION C 0 HTAINE 8 




PURPOSE: 


^Balmon t 

Mohr_ 

Tale. Room. 


To advise you -that a memoj&ndum.jqrepape.d^ky^S&cj'etary 
Fin letter, dated Decemb er. ILL. 1951. following, the Presiden t’s 
conference . was seen bv\ __ 

\ Colffinel~WllJiMIMpMIIMMZ^° 

Fi nl ette r • Gene ral Vandenh.eTGI. G °AQn&l. -GbdLl&P- ti*dlwpby, 

A ide~to Ge nera l.ZVa ndenherjj.: • The 

memorandum, was prj ^az&d ZjJi iMLd^^ F i gbffiee n cop.ies 

are i n the possession of Finletiecp; bo 

Se c re tar y' Love tt; and one was furn is hed ;r to„Vande T nberg. 




DETAILS! 


Concerning a memorandum dated December 10, 1951, 
prepared by Secretary Finletter, following his attendance at 
the President's conference at the White House on December 10, 
1951, the Director noted; "This is interesting. We should f ind 
out who saw this, how many copies.^.et 


Inquiries by the WO have developed that this memo¬ 
randum was prepa red by Se cretary^FinJ.et.ter for the specific 
purpose of pointing out~"what was not said at the conference, 
afidr'intTi'is connection' the only referenceto the conference is 
contained in Paragraph 2, which stdffieffir^' :t ^^NN''meWtTng‘ Ti* was 
decTNed^that, since we how have wKdt'we went into Korea to get, 
namely the defeat of the aggression, we should adopt the attitude 
of conceding all points within reason to get the cease-fire . " 
This statement is set forth in the memorandum as a predication 
for the comments . 


This_is the last of three memora nda wh ich were ^prepared 
a t that timeZfor the purpose of recording and calling fo thTe 
attention ‘of Secretary Lovett the views o'ftbeZJWLr.y!prce 
wh icK werefnpK e.xppepsed at the conference. The first two 
memoranda were not considered adequate when pn€jxo-relf&ypP^wefe **f 

torn. up. The torn-up copies are in the pos tof ' n&e.Kter€%o 

At this stage in the investigation, i t does p N’K‘'appear that the 


that the 
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contents of the F inlett er _JJtempran$um a.re^parJ.ic.ufgrfLy^^gejCjnane 
t n'mTv~Tnv e's J c igat iorf of the^ Pearson and Mqb.ej 2 sb_ JLLJ.e n^ cplumn s . 
The FbnTeTSe'r memio randum is directed at what the UN position 
will be after a cease-fire s whereas the material discussed 
in the columns in question had to do with negotiations 
looking toward the cease-fire .. 


The Finletter memorandum has been seen by General 
Vandenberg; Colonel Charles V . MurphyAide to General 
Ynn.dp.nbp.var fie nretarv Lovett: and bu Colonel William Hip psi, kg 

| » b7C 

The memorandum was prepared with twenty copies « Fignteen 
copies are in the possession of Finletter / one was furnished 
to Secretary Lovett * and one was furnished to Vandenberg « 

ACTION : 

Consideration of the Finletter memorandum will 
continue in our investigation of this matter • 
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STANDARD FORM NO. M 



UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


DATE: 


December 18, 191 


MR, C, E, HEl 

DREW^EARSON, 

ALLEGED LEAK FROM WHITE HOMSE CONFERENCE 
DECEMBER 10, 1951, TO JACEYANDERSON, LEG-MAN 
FOR DREW PEARSON, ^FORMATION CONTAINS! 

ESPIONAGE - I. HEREIN IS UNCLASSSFlEfL 



Wh ile talki ng with Admiralfio bert_De,nnisgn,~_Naval 
Aide to the President, ~^on^December 17, 1951, he advised me 
t IvatTfiKe ~P re si de nt, when Ke' told Dennison to call Secretary 
Lovett and request the FBI~fo conduct investigation in this 
matter, indicated the reason, he designated Lovett was be¬ 
c ause the q uestion as to whether there was a__leak was of 
principal interest to the Department' of Lefense, since the 
conference involved Department of Defense matters, In this 
connection, Admiral Dennison sta±£-d^he m PjrepJdenf ga ve him i the 
impress ton he expected the. FBI^to talk to Jack Anderson and 
o bta in from Anderson information as to who may have leaked the 
in forma tion- Dennison specifically indicated that t he Presid ent 
was interested in finding out wh ether any of the indiv.ifuaTs~ 
who attended this conference went back and dictated a memorandum 
asfto~what went on. 

Admiral Dennison further stated that the President 
did not indicate to him any particular person who the president 
had in mind as possibly being responsible for the leak. 

While discussing the propriety of .commenting on what 
went on at the conference by any of those in attendance, Admiral 
Dennison stated_ that there are no writt en_instructions„wh.ich 
re~striet the comments of 'emfKer Cab inet members at Cabinet 
m eeti ngs ~or persons 'attending Conferences such as the one of 
December 10; that, nevertheless, in the past the P res i dent has 
expressed concern over the possibility of, leaks occurring from 
conferences a f the ITfffte'^QUsp, In this regard, he stated that 
in connection with the Forrestal and Morgenthau papers, there 
was considerable concern, as a result of which he. Admiral 
Dennison, had conferred withjlr, Peyton Ford of the Justice 
Department . Ford had expressed the opinion that legally Cabinet 
m eeti ngs and other important meetings could,Joe per se 
classJL fie d and that considerable thought at the time was given 
to applyinga classification to everything that went on .in 
s uch Jif fs ti ngs, It was ultimately decided,. however, to got 
classify such conferences, si nce man y thin gs ar e discussed 
which are really_not_ in a classified status~ 
then of cl earing such matters for cqmmeryf woulahlOecoTiie inva : 

iOSi 

y. RkVWtw*—■ — ' 
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ACTION: 


The above is submitted for your information . It 
will not be included in the investigative reports in this 
matter • 
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WASH ^HfoM WASH FIELD 18 

IECTOR URGENT 

DR^r'PEARSON, ALLEGED LEAK FROM WHITEHOUSE CONFERENCE DECEMBER 
LAST, TO JACK ANDERSON, LEGMAN FOR DREW PEARSON; ESPIONAGE DASH X. 

•Alexis johnscn> deputy assistant secretary, far eastern affairs, 

STATES WAS ADVISED BY H. FREEMAN MATTHEWS, DEPUTY UNDERSECRETARY OF 




^ STATE, ON DECEMBER TEN, FIFTY ONE, AFTER MATTHEWS RETURNED FROM 

CONFERENCE THAT THE PROPOSED DRAFT TO RIDGEWAY HAD BEEN APPROVED 

V 

AT THE CONFERENCE. NO DETAILS GIVEN TO JOHNSON BY MATTHEWS AS TO 


CONVERSATIONS OF MEMBERS PRESENT AT PRESIDENT »S CONFERENCE. . JOHNSON 


s 


IN TURN ADVISED ROBERT J. MC CLURKIN, ASSISTANT DIRECTOR NORTHEAST 

S^^ASIA AFFAIRS, WHOSE DUTIES COVER ACTIVITIES IN KOREA AND JAPAN, AND 
2 %- ‘ 


^ ^WHO WAS MR. JOHNSON'S PRINCIPAL ASSISTANT IN WORKING ON THE DRAFT TO 

&k* v 


;« RIDGEWAY, THAT THE DRAFT HAD BEEN APPROVED. NO FURTHER DETAILS 
I g^^TURNISHED MC CLURKIN AS JOHNSON HIMSELF NOT IN POSSESSION OF SAME, 

5 C 


SIMILAR INFO FURNISHED BY JOHNSON TO JOHN EMERSON, PLANNING ADVISORY 
BUREAU, FAR EASTERN AFFAIRS. JOHN K. EMERSON STATES ADVISED BY MR. 
ALEXIS JOHNSON, AS SET FORTH ABOVE, AND ALSO BY S. EVERETT GLEASON, 
NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL, WITH WHOM HE HAD COLLABORATED ON A NATIONAL 
SECURITY DRAFT CONCERN DIG KOREAN MATTERS ,• TO: THE EFFECT THAT THE 

- r * i.Z t ' " i' ’ , 

JAC.PJT.63S -it |^ C. ^—■ 
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CONFERENCE WOULD CAUSE NO CHANGES IN THAT NSC DRAFT. , MR. EMESSON ^ 

ADVISED THAT MR. GLEASON FURNISHED HIM NO FURTHER INFO CONCERN DIG THE 
PRESIDENT’S CONFERENCE. gEN YOUNG, OFFICE SECRETARY DEFENSE, OFFICE 
OF FOREIGN MILITARY AFFAIRS, AN INDIVIDUAL WHOM S. EVERETT GLEASON 
MENTIONED AS A POSSIBLE PERSON WHOM HE TELEPHONED TO ADVISE THAT THE 
RESULTS OF THE PRESIDENT'S CONFERENCE WERE SUCH THAT NO .CHANGES WOULD 
BE NECESSARY IN THE NSC DRAFT ON KOREA, IN WHICH YOUNG HAD COLLABORATED, t 
WAS .CONTACTED , AND YOUNG AD VISED THAT HE HAD NEV ER BEE N N OTIF IED BY 
GLEASON CONCERNING THE PRESIDENT’S CONFERENCE. IT WAS POINTED OUTTHAT 
GLEASON WAS DOUBTFUL THAT HE HAD CONTACTED YOUNG, BUT'MENTIONED HIS NAME AS A 
POSSIBILITY v. 
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WASH/FROM WASH FIELD 


8sOO PM 


URGENT 


^/DRErFEARSON ?; ALLEGED LEAK THOM WHlfEHOUSE CONFERENCE DECEMBER T0J,j 
^ LAST, TO JACK ANDERSON, LEGMAN FOR DRW PEARSONj ESPIONAGE DASH X.4 
^ RE INTERVIEW WITH MR. JAMES E. WEBB, UNDERSECRET ART OF STATE, THE 
*1 FOLLOWING ADDITIONAL DETAILS BEING SET FORTH OF INTEREST TO THE 


BUREAU: WEBB STATES THAT SUBSEQUENT TO DECEMBER TEN CONFERENCE 



V HAS SEEN 

\ — - ----- 

^ m,p(WKa:ioN,wiTH an item appearing , / 

£ if} THE NY TIMES DECEMBER TEN, FffTYONR, r TQ JTH|_ 

M. j CONTEMPLATED LEAVING THE STATE JEPT, | | rEPRESENTS THE NEWSPAPER 

S ^ ^ IN WEBB'S HOMETOWN AND WAS NATURALLY INTERESTED IN THIS STORY. JWEBB 

*§#5 ALSO TALKED WITH JOHN HIGHTOWER, WHO COVERS THE STATE DEPT FOR , 

© 

o ASSOCIATED PRESS, AND ALSO TALKED WITH. JAMES REST ON WHO REPRESENTS 

gSAj^ . .. ..~-• -*-.-•/' 

THE-NY TIM ES . WEBB STATW HIGHTOWER RAISED TWO POINTS IN DISCUSSING 

——— ■ ---— ’ r “ • 

5 § gj 7 THE PRESIDENT'S CONFERENCE, ONE QUOTE WAS THERE A WORLD CRISIS? UNQUOTE 

U) 4 D , T7f -f . ffn ' av . ’- inr''-' A, -- • -« - CT , ^,1. ..-ft -* ; 

V AND TWO, QUOTE WAS EUROPE DISCUSSED ’UNQUOTE. WEBB GAVE HIGHTOWER THIS 
BACKGROUNDS THE PRESIDENT IS FURNISHED WITH A GREAT NUMBER OF WRITTEN 

_ ~r - , c „ ... . «r 

REPORTS CONCERNING THE WORLD SITUATION. HE TAKES HIS POSITION SERIOUSLY 
AND TAKES THE WHOLE SITUATION SERIOUSLY. THE PRESIDENT WANTS TO GET THE / 
FULL QUOTE FLAVOR UNQUOTE OF THE THINKING OF THE TOP PEOPLE AS IT ‘ IS 
THE PRESIDENT'S POLICY TO KEEP IN CLOSE TOUCH WITH WHAT GOES.ON AROUND W 

Ji0sPJT!MS . -BOBO®-* BE8 A r X\ 

65-6060, ^ ' . ' 5* ' O'" “ 
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PAGE TWO 

THE WORLD. WEBB STATES HE GAVE THIS INK) TO HIGHTOWER FOR BACKGROUND. 
JAMES RESTON CONTACTED WEBB ON TUESDAY, DECEMBER ELEVEN, AND WAS GIVEN 
GENE RALLY SAME BACKGROUND INFO CONCERNING THE DECEMBER TEN CONFERENCE 
AS WAS GIVEN TO HIGHTOWER. RESTON INQUIRED CONCERNING CHURCHILL'S . 
VISIT AND WANTED TO KNOW THE POLICY OF THE US AS TO CHURCHILL. WEBB 
ADVISED HIM THAT TIE GOVT WAS MAKING A VERY CAREFUL STUDY OF THE 
BACKGROUND AND PROBLEMS IN CONNECTION WITH OUR RELATIONS WITH GREAT 
BRITAIN AND EUROPE AND THE FAR EAST, AND INDICATED THAT THIS COUNTRY 
WOULD BE PREPARED TO DISCUSS THESE PROBLEMS WHETHER CHURCHILL TALKED 
ABOUT THEM OR NOT. RESTON ALSO INQUIRED AS TO RECENT CHANGES IN TIE 
STATE DEPT AND WEBB DISCUSSED THE SIGNIFICANCE AND HISTORY OF THESE 
CHANGES. A REPORTED RESIGNATION OF SECRETARY OF STATE DEAN ACHESON 
WAS ALSO DISCUSSED. 



HOOD 








f 


1 /' * * *■* 



GTQN PR CM WASH PIE ID 
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18 


9*30 P.M. 


URGENT 


DREW JEAR SQN,,AHSOBID LEAK FRCM WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE DECEMBER TEN, 

v 7 TO JACK ANDERSON, IEG-MAN FOR DREW PEARSON, ESPIONAGE DASH X. SBC— 
vs ^ 

NAVY DAN KIMBALL 





TODAY AND ADVISED HE WAS ABSENT FROM TOWN AT 


^ g TIME OP WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE DECEMBER TEN IAST AND p EES STEAD CONFERENCE 



w WAS ATI 


tiUU'lllMi 


BY UNDERSECRETARY FRANCIS WHITEHAIR. %IMBALL RELATED FOLLOWING 


CONFERENCE WHITEHAIR DISCUSSED SAME WITH HIM ONLY IN GENERAL TERMS AND DID NOT 


FURNISH TOHIMA SUMMARY GF STATEMENTS MADE BY THOSE p ATTENDANCE WITH THE, 
E XCEPTIO N QP FURNISHING BRIEF RESUME OF REMARKS BY MR. WHITEHAIR AND, ADMIRAL^ 
gECHTELER. KIMBALL RELATED HE HAD DISCU SSE D CONFERENCE PROCEEDINGS WITB 
ONE, MADE NO MEMORANDUM CR NOTES PERTAINING TO CONFERENCE AS RECEIVED FROM 
MR. WHITEHAIR. HE ADVISED HE LEARNED IATE THE FOLLOWING EVENING OR MORNING 
3 §x": DECEMBER TWELVE FROM UNDERSECRETARY WHITEHAIR OF ABDERSON-S CONVERSATIONS 

1335 : 

iS ^ 4^ WITH WHITEHAIR AND OF THE OBVIOUS LEAK OF INFORMATION CONCERNING THE CONFERENCE 
s s* (S . 

S' *3' i* • __ _ 

® "“ DISCUSSIONS* HE STATED HE REPORTED THIS MATTER THE SAME MORNING TO ADMIRAL 



as*'): '• 


3 FECHTELER AND ADMIRAL FBCHTELER, IN TORN, GAVE THE INFORMATION TO ADMIRAL 
DENNISON.; WHO INFORMED THE PRESIDENT. SECRETARY KIMBALL ADVISED HE HAD NO. 

SUGGESTION AS TO THE IDENTITY CF ANY POSSIBIE S0UK3E^ TOPEARSON, ANDERSON 

o<a 



CR ROBERT S. ALLEN. 
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PCS? FROM WASH FIELD 


12-18-51 
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DREW PEARSON, ALLEGED IEAK FROM WHITE HCSJSE CONFERENCE DECEMBER TEN, FIFTIrOSE^ 
TO JACK ANDERSON, IEG-MAN FOR DREW PEARSON, ESPIONAGE DASH X. COPIES :CF 
DrojW PEARSON COIDtfflS Njy AVAIIABIE WHICH APPEARED PHILADELPHIA INQUIRER AND 
TO YORK MIRROR DECEMBER FIFTEEN, FIFTY, ONE, DISPIAYED TO CIAITO? FRITCHEY, 
DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC INFORMATION, DEFENSE DEPT., TODAY. FRITCHEY STATED B OTH 
COLUMNS ARE REASONABLE ACCURATE ACCOUNTS OF THE MATERIAL ORIGINALLY DISPIAYED 

JPO HIM BY JACK ANDERSON AT PEARSON HOME NIGHT DECEMBER TWELVE TO BEST OF 

* 1 .. 1 - J --- ^ 

HIS HBCOLEECTICN. HE NOTD SE\TERAL VARIANCES IN TEXT AND STATED HE WOULD 
PREFER THAT^CF PHUADELPHIA INQUIRER AS TABLOIDS HAVE TENDENCY TO EDIT. OR 
DEIETE. AT THIS TIME, FRITCHEY ADVISED THAT ON EVENING DECEMBER SEVENTEEN, 

HE HAD RECEIVED INVITATION FROM MRS. HJVDE PEARSON, WIFE OF SUBJECT, TO 
PIAY BRIDGE AT THE PEARSON RESIDENCE TONIGHT, DECEMBER EIGHTEEN. HE EXPRESSED 
THE THOUGHT THAT MR. PEARSON MAY HAVE IN MIND MAKING SOME DISCREET INQUIRIES 
O F FRITCHEY CON CERNING CURRENT DEVELOPMENTS! ARISING FRCM THE IEAK, WHICH IS THE 
SUBJECT OF INSTANT INVESTIGATION, AND INQUIRED WHETHER HE SHOTID AJMJJ2 THAT 
HE HAD BEEN INTERVIEWED. FRITCHEY WAS TOLD THAT NO SUGGESTIONS OR INSTRUCTIONS 




OR THIS NATURE C OUID BE GIVEN TO HIM. IT WAS POINTED OUT TO MR. FRITCHEY 
THE INVESTIGATION WAS CONDUCTED (X? A CONFIDENTIAL BASIS, AND AT THE INSTRUCTIONS 

OF THE F RESIMIs C OLONEL CHE STER V. CLIFTUN, u pESS AIDE TO (®DERAL OM AR. 

BRADLEY, A ISO WAS RECONTACTED THIS DATE, AND DREW PEARSON COLUMN. AS IT-APPEARED 
IN NY MIRROR OF DECEMBER FIF T EE N ABOVE, MO0A#>. COTTON STATED THAT ^} 


wssm if 

-ms/dAGtEM ^ ^ 
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THE COLUMN DISPIAYED TO HIM FOLLOWED GENERALLY HIS HECOLIECTION,OF THE CONTENTS 


OF MATERIAL WHICH ANDERSCff SHOWED TO GENERAL BRADIEY, AND WHICH THE 


GENERAL HEAD TO COLONEL WILLIS MATTHEWS AND HB4SEIF ON THE EVENING OF DECEMBER 


TWELVE. HE REMARKED THAT ALL OF THE POINTS APPEARED IN THE PUBLISHED COLUMN. 
HE STATED THE FIRST PARAGRAPH IN THIS COLUMN DID NOT" STRIKE HIM AS BEING 
IDENTICAL IN FORM, ALTHOUGH HE THOUGHT THAT WAS AN INTRODUCTION CONTAINING 
MUCH THE SAME THOUGHT AS IN THE ANDERSON MATERIAL. HE PAHTIDUIARLY NOTED THAT 
; Tm TWO ITEMS WHICH WERE OBJECTIONABLE AND HAD BEEN MARKED FCR DELETION BY 
GENERAL BRADIEY DID NOT APPEAR AND THAT THE ITEMS CORRECTED AS AGREED UPON 
' DID APPEAR IN THE COLUMN. COLONEL CLEPTON IDENTIFIED THE REPORTER OF 
r-ALLEN WHO COVERS THE PENTAGON AS PAUL SCOTT, SAYING HE OCCUPIES ABOUT THE 
' -SAME HEIATION AS ANDERSON DOES TO PEARSON t.. 
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WASHINGTON FROM WASH FIELD, 13/19/51 
IR ECTOR URGENT 

O «- 

DREW PEARSON, ALLEGED LEAK FROM WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE 
DECEMBER TEN FIFTTONE s TO JACK ANDERSON, LEGMAN FOR DREW 
PEARSON . ESPIONAGE X . ADMIRAL SIDNEY W, SOUERS INTERVIEWED 
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UNABLE IDENTIFY INDIVIDUAL RESPONSIBLE FOR LEAK, 
ADVISED IN HIS.M in 1P n ACTUAL CONFERENCE INACCURATELY 
REPORTED IN BOTH ESARSON AND ALLEN COLUMNS WHICH STATES 
'APPARENTLY WERE WRITTEN ON BASIS OF INFORMATION FROM IDENTICAL 
SOURCE, STATES OPINION PEARSON AND ALLEN ARTICLES COULD HAVE 
BEEN PREPARED PRIMARILY ON BASIS OF CURRENT AND AGOTE, KNOWLEDGE 
OF POLITICAL EVENTS PLUS AT. LEAST SOME AID FROM-INDIVIDUAL 
HAVING ACCESS TO WHAT WAS DISCUSSED AT CONFERENCE . ADVISED IN 
H IS OPIN ION CONFERENCE INVOLVED WAS NOT- OF UNUSUAL IMPORTANCE, 
STATED BOTH COLUMNS FAILED TO REPORT ANY OF THE FOUR ITEMS 
WHICH HE CONSIDERED OF MAJOR SIGNIFICANCE WHICH WERE DISCUSSED 
AT CONFERENCE * 
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WASHINGTON FROM WASH FIELD 12/20/51 y 

DIRECTOR URGENT 

DREW P FAR SON. ALLEGED LEAK FROM WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE 
DECEMBER TEN FIFTY ONE TO JACK ANDERSON, IE OMAN FOB DRFM 
PEARSON. ESPIONAGE - X. 



A: 


: ^ 
l 62 


ADMIRAL DENNISON REINTERVIEWED TODAY AT WHICH TIME SUMMARIZED 
FOR AGENTS NOTES MADE COVERING CONFERENCE BY JAMS LAY. AS 
INDICATED BEFORE BY OTHER SOURCES, BO'TH THE PEARSON AND ALLEN 
COLUMNS MISSED SEVERAL IMPORTANT MATTERS WHICH WERE ACTUALLY 
DISCUSSED AT CONFERENCE, REPORTED ON MATTERS WHICH WERE 
DISCUSSED WITHOUT COMPLETE ACCURACY. DENNISON ADVISED THAT 
AFTER REVIEW OF LAY NOTES, HE IS EVEN MORE CONVINCED IN HIS 
OPINION THAT BOTH COLUMNS WERE BASED ON INFORMATION ACTUALLY 
FURNISHED FROM CONFERENCE AND THAT 'THEY WERE NOT WRITTEN PURELY 
ON BASIS OF SPECULATION AND ACUTE AWARENESS OF KOREAN NEGOTIATIONS * 


LAY NOTES SUBSTANTIATE DENNISON 1 S STATEMENT THAT CONSIDERABLE 


PORTION OF CONFERENCE DEVOTED TO EUROPEAN DISCUSSION WHICH, AS 
BUREAU KNOWS, NOT COVERED IN EITHER COLUMN. JOSEPH SHORT INTER - 
VIEWED AND HAS FURNISHED COPY OF ACTUAL NEWSPAPER RELEASE HADE 
IN CONNECTION WITH CONFERENCE INCLUDING QUESTIONS ASKED BY 


REPORTERS AND HIS ANSWERS THERETO,_ REVIEW OF WHICH HOE_S HOT 

RECORDED • 11? i -• * fr* 

INDICATE EITHER COLUMN COULD HAVE BEEN BASED THEREON. - c 
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Standard form no. M 


Office' Memorandum, 


TO : 
FROM : 
SUBJECT: 


MR. A. H. BELMOF 





UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


date: December 20 3 1951 

Tolson_ 

Ladd_ 

Clegg_ 


MR. F. J. BAUMGARD .^ |f 

ALLEGED LEAF FROM WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE 
DECEMBER-"! 0, 1951 f) 

TO JA CJMNDERSON, LEG-MAN FOR DREVTPEARSON 
ESPIONAGE - I 


At 11:45 a.m. 3 12/20/51 3 Supervisor McAndrews of the j 
NYO called, in connection with the captioned matter. He stated/^ 
that in reply to a telephonic request from Inspector C. E. 
Hennrichj investigation h ad been made at the Bell Syndicate 3 
New York, on December 20 3 1951 3 and that the following facts 
had been developed: 


Nlchola_ 
Rose n . 

Tracy_ 

Harbo_ 

Belmont^ 
Mohr_ 


Tele. Room_ 
Nease_ 


Gandy- 



■Drew Pearson's column was filed with the Bell Syndicate 
by teletype wire direct from Pearson's home to the New York Office 
of Bell Syndicate at approximately 4:00 p.m. 3 December 11 3 1951. 

A change for this column came through from Pearson 3 by wire 3 
on December 12 3 1951. Pearson's column carried the date¬ 
line, Uashington, 12/14/51. The change reads as follows: 



"One hour after column's release (that would be 5:00 p.m. 3 
12 / 11 / 51 ) 3 President Truman asked General Bradley to 
use his influence to stop its publication. As a result 3 
the column in question 3 half of which pertained to the 
meeting with the Joint Chiefs of Staff on Monday 
( 12 /IO/ 51 ) was submitted personally to General Bro,dley 
for his perusal. General Bradley did not concur with 
the President that the column should- be killed. However 3 
he has suggested the following changes 3 vihich I am hep py 
to make. 


"Second paragraph 3 under caption v Silent Admiral, ' should 
read: 'President Truman commented that no concessions 

should be granted that we would later regret.' 

"Next last paragraph 3 make third and closing sentence read: 
'Some details will be left to iron out after the December 
27 deadline.' In other words 3 omit 'though' and words 
’we are sure to grant a short extension to clear them up. ' 



n Many thanks. 


ir~ 


(signed) Drew Pearson" 


kcorded . U2 p/'Jos 


73 
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The New York Office of the Bureau obtained the 
original column as filed by Pearson with the Bell Syndicate 3 
as well as the original correction . The NYO is still working 
on the Post-Hall Syndicate to obtain the requested in¬ 
formation concerning Robert Allen's column. 
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CONE WASH AND WASH FLD 15 FROM NEW YORK 
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^DIRECTOR AND SAC 


h Mr. Tolcoii^gjd 
r f/y Mr. LaM .*T. 

r Mr>^elmonS^L_. 

Mr. Clegg__ 

llv, Glavie__ 

- ' Mr. Harbo__ 

Mr. E<ss,>ji___ 

Mr. Tracy_ 

Mr. Lauglilin_ 

Mr. Mohr._ 

Tele. Itodia_ 

.Mr. Ni-ase_ 

Mis 3 Gnady,_ 


VERY URGENT 




ATTN. INSP. HENNR1CH Wlttas******" f 

DREWlPEARSON, ALLEGED LEAK FROM WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE DEC TENTH, FIFTY 

ONE, TO JACK ANDERSON, LEG MAN FOR DREW PEARSON, ESP - X. b6 

--- - - - b7C 

_OF BELL SYNDICATE, INC, TWO TWO NINE WEST 

FORTYTHIRD ST, NYC, A SUBSIDIARY OF NORTH AMERICAN NEWSPAPER ALLIANCE, 
INC., WAS INTERVIEWED IN HIS OFFICE ON THE MORNING OF DEC TWENTIETH. 

HE ADVISED THAT DREW PEARSON HAS HIS OFFICE IN HIS HOME IN WASH, 

DC., IN WHICH IS LOCATED A TELETYPE WHICH HE USES IN DISPATCHING HIS 
NEWS RELEASES TO BELL SYNDICATE. UPON RECEIPT OF THESE TELETYPES 


FROM PEARSON, THEY ARE READ BY 



TO DETERMINE IF THEY MIGHT 


CONTAIN MATERIAL THAT IS LIBELOUS OR SLANDEROUS AGAINST THE PUBLIC 
INTEREST OR AGAINST SECURITY MATTERS IN GENERAL. THEREAFTER THEY 
ARE SENT TO ANY ONE OF A NUMBER OF EDITORS IN THE SYNDICATE WHO 
PROOFREAD THEM FOR GRAMMATICAL CORRECTIONS AND OTHER JOBS NORMALLY 


DONE BY AN EDITOR FOR A COLUMNIST, HE STATED HOWEVER jrHAT.,IN NO 

INSTANCE DO THEY CHANGE THE CONTENT^S^®? ’o^IaiIISSISl&ases ^* 5 

-195? 

WITHOUT CLEARING THEM DIRECTLY WITH PEARSON. STATED THAT IN 


PRACTICALLY ALL INSTANCES WHEREVER THERE IS SOME MATERIAL THEY ARE 
NOT SURE OF HE PERSONALLY CONTACTS PEARSON BY TELEPHONE FOR CLAFI- 
STATED HE RECALLED PEARSONS ARTICLE OF DEC FIFTEEN 

Ipm&cl 

^ * jP 
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PAGE TWO 

THAT APPEARED IN NY DAILY MIRROR PARTICULARLY BECAUSE OF THE FACT THAT 
THERE WAS A FOLLOWUP TELETYPE WITH SOME CORRECTIONS THEREON. HE SUB¬ 
SEQUENTLY OBTAINED FROM HIS FILE THE ORIGINAL TELETYPE MESSAGE SENT 
FROM PEARSONS OFFICE IN WASHINGTON TOGETHER WITH THE FOLLOWUP CORREC¬ 
TION THAT HE HAD RECD FROM PEARSONS OFFICE. IT APPEARS THAT THE 
ORIGINAL TELETYPE MESSAGE FROM PEARSON WAS DATE D DEC ELEVENTH . THE 

RELEATED THAT THIS 


CORRECTED TELETYPE WAS DATED DEC TWELFTH. 


IS A MORE OR LESS STANDARD PROCEDURE IN DEALING WITH PEARSON WHEREBY 
THEY RECEIVE THE STORY AT LEAST THREE TO FOUR DAYS BEFORE ITS PUBLI- 
CATION. AFTER RECEIPT OF NEWS STORIES FROM PEARSON THEY SEND OUT 
THE EDITED COPY BY TELETYPE TO CHICAGO AND SAN FRANCISCO, WHICH OFFICES 
THEN SEND IT TO OTHER SUBSCRIBERS IN THOSE AREAS VIA MAIL. THERE IS 
SET FORTH HEREAFTER A COPY OF THE PERfTINENT PORTION OF PEARSONS 

A PHOTO¬ 


STORY THAT APPEARS IN THE TELETYPES OBTAINED FROM 


STATIC COPY OF THE BELL SYNDICATES TELETYPE TOGETHER WITH THE CORREC¬ 
TION WILL BE FORWARDED TO THE BUREAU UNDER SEPARATE COVER. 

QUOTE FROM THE BELL SYNDICATE, INC.—RELEASE SATURDAY, DEC. 15, 1951. 

DREW PEARSON 
ON 

THE WASHINGTON MERRY-GO-ROUND 
/COPYRIGHT, 1951,.BY THE BELL SYNDICATE, INC./ 

DREW PEARSON SAYS.../CAPS/ TRUMAN GOT FAVORABLE REPORT ON KOREAN 


b6 

b7C 


END PAGE TWO 







PAGE THREE ^ 

TRUCE AT JOINT CHIEFS MEETING* U. S* TROOPS COULD STAY IN KOREA 
TILL "HELL FREEZES OVER*" TOP EXECUTIVES DESERTING TRUMAN. 

/END CAPS/ 

WASHINGTON.—MOST OF THE WORLD WAS INTRIGUED OVER PRESIDENT 
TRUMAN-S MUCH-PUBLICIZED MEETING WITH THE JOINT CHEIFS OF STAFF FOL¬ 
LOWING HIS RETURN FROM KEY WEST. HOWEVER, IT TURNED OUT TO BE 
PRETTY MUCH ROUTINE AFTER ALL. HIGHLIGHT OF THE MEETING WAS AN 
OPTIMISTIC ASSURANCE FROM GEN. OMAR BRADLEY THAT A CEASE-FIRE 
COULD BE WORKED OUT IN KOREA." 

THE NATION-S HIGHEST DIPLOMATIC AND MILITARY CHIEFS WERE WAITING 
IN THE CABINET ROOM WHEN PRESIDENT TRUMAN STRODE IN. HE WAS GRINNING 
BROADLY. SHAKING HANDS WITH EVERYONE AROUND THE CONFERENCE TABLE, 

HE REPORTED THAT IT WAS "GOOD TO BE BACK," AND ASKED HOW THEY LIKED 
HIS SUN TAN. 

AFTER THAT, HE LET THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF DO MOST OF THE TALK¬ 
ING, AND HERE IS A BRIEF, CHRONOLOGICAL ACCOUNT OF WHAT HAPPENED AT 
THE MEETING WHICH CAUSED SO MUCH WORLD-WIDE SPECULATION,..., 

THE PRESIDENT SAT BACK, LISTENED INTENTLY AND CALLED FOR EVERY- 
ONE-S VIEWS. OCCASIONALLY, HE BOUNCED HIS FINGERS TOGETHER REFLECTIVE 
LY,"IN A. QUICK, IMPULSIVE GESTURE, AND MADE SUCH COMMENTS AS... 

"THAT-S A TOUGH ONE." 

GENERAL BRADLEY'LED OFF WITH A SUMMARY OF THE KOREAN SITUATION. 

HE REPORTED THAT THE COMMUNISTS SEEMED TO BE READY TO COME TO TERMS, 
THAT A CEASE-FIRE AGREEMENT COULD BE WORKED OUT IF BOTH SIDES MADE 
CONCESSIONS." 

END OF PAGE" THREE 




PAGE FOUR 


HOWEVER, GEN* HOYT VANDERBERG, AIR CHIEF OF STAFF, OPPOSED 
MAKING ANY MAJOR CONCESSIONS* HE WAS PARTICULARLY ADAMANT AGAINST 
ALLOWING THE COMMUNISTS THE RIGHT TO BUILD AIRFIELDS DURING THE 
CEASE FIRE. 

GEN. J. LAWTON COLLINS, THE ARMY CHIEF OF STAFF, VIGOROUSLY OP¬ 
POSED GIVING IN TO THE COMMUNISTS ON TROOP ROTATION. THE CHINESE 
HAVE PROPOSED A FREE2E ON ALL TROOPS ENTERING KOREA, THUS BLOCKING 
REPLACEMENTS FOR COMBAT VETERANS WHO HAVE BEEN PROMISED THE CHANCE 
TO GO HOME ON ROTATION. THIS WOULD BE A "BLOW TO MORALE," COLLINS 
WARNED, 

—SILENT ADMIRAL— 

( HOWEVER, GENERAL COLLINS READILY AGREED THAT "MINOR CONCESSIONS" 
ON OTHER POINTS SHOULD BE MADE IN ORDER TO WIN CONCESSIONS FROM THE 
COMMUNISTS, 

PRESIDENT TRUMAN-S ONLY COMMENT WAS THAT EVERY EFFORT SHOULD BE 
MADE TO REACH A CEASE-FIRE, BUT NO CONCESSIONS SHOULD BE GRANTED 
THAT WE "WOULD LATER REGRET." 

I 

/MORE/ 

MERRY-GO-ROUND—SATURDAY, DECEMBER 15—PAGE 2. 

LEAST TALKATIVE OF THE JOINT CHIEFS WAS ADMIRAL FECHTELER, WHO 
MADE A SHORT, HALF-MINUTE SPEECH IN WHICH HE ASSURED THE PRESIDENT 
THAT THE NAVY IS PREPARED TO CARRY OUT "ANY MISSION ANY TIME ANY 
PLACE." 

END OF PAGE FOUR 
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FOR THE ARMY-S PART, GENERAL COLLINS ASSURED THE PRESIDENT THAT 
THE ARMY COULDN-T BE BLASTED OUT OF KOREA, BUT COULD HOLD ON "UNTIL 
HELL FREEZES OVER." 

ANOTHER CONCESSION DISCUSSED WAS THAT OF GIVING IN TO THE COM¬ 
MUNISTS ON INSPECTION TEAMS BEHIND THE LINES. WE HAVE BEEN HOLDING OUT 
FOR INSPECTION BY JOINT U. N. COMMUNIST TEAMS, BUT THE REDS HAVE BEEN 
ARGUING FOR INSPECTION BY "NEUTRAL NATIONS." 

BY NEUTRAL NATIONS, THE COMMUNIST NEGOTIATORS SAID THEY MEANT 
POLAND AND CZECHOSLOVAKIA. LATER, HOWEVER, THEY AGREED THAT THEY 
WOULD ALSO CONSIDER DENMARK, SWEDEN AND SWITZERLAND AS "NEUTRAL 
NATIONS." THESE THREE WOULD BE ACCEPTABLE TO US, AND GENERAL BRADLEY 
PROPOSED*GIVING GROUND ON THIS POINT. THIS HAS NOW BEEN DONE. 

THE CHIEF THEME OF THE MEETING WAS THAT A CEASE-FIRE AGREEMENT 
MAY BE CLOSE AT HAND. ALL SIGNS POINT TO A SETTLEMENT WITHIN THE NEXT 
TWENTY DAYS. THOUGH SOME DETAILS WILL BE LEFT TO IRON OUT AFTER THE 
DECEMBER TWENTYSEVEN DEADLINE, WE ARE SURE TO GRANT A SHORT EXTENSION 
TO CLEAN THEM UP. 

ANOTHER MATTER THAT WAS DISCUSSED AT THE WHITE HOUSE WAS THE 
QUESTION OF WITHDRAWING U. N. TROOPS FROM KOREA ALTOGETHER—AFTER THE 
ARMISTICE. HOWEVER, THE FACTS REGARDING THIS SHOULD NOT BE MADE 
PUBLIC NOW. UNQUOTE. QUOTE FROM THE BELL SYNDICATE, INC, 229 W t 
43 ST., NEW YORK. 







PAGE SIX 


CONFIDENTIAL TO EDITORS* 

ONE HOUR AFTER THE COLUMN RELEASED FOR DECEMBER 15 WAS ON THE 
TELETYPE TO NEW YORK, PRESIDENT TRUMAN ASKED GENERAL BRADLEY 
PERSONALLY TO USE HIS INFLUENCE TO STOP ITS PUBLICATION* 

AS A RESULT THE COLUMN IN QUESTION, HALF OF WHICH..PERTAINED 
TO THE PRESIDENT-S MEETING WITH THE .JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF ON MONDAY 
WAS SUBMITTED PERSONALLY TO GENERAL BRADLEY FOR HIS PERUSAL* 

GENERAL BRADLEY DID NOT CONCUR WITH THE PRESIDENT THAT THE 
COLUMN SHOULD BE KILLED. HOWEVER, HE HAS SUGSESTED TWO CHANGES WHICH 

I AM HAPPY TO MAKE. 

J THE SECOND PARAGRAPH UNDER CAPTION "SILENT ADMIRAL" SHOULD READ 
/•PRESIDENT TRUMAN COMMENTED THAT NO CONCESSIONS SHOULD BE GRANTED 

THAT WE -WOULD LATER REGRET.-* 

ALSO IN THE NEXT TO THE LAST PARAGRAPH OF THE STORY MAKE THE THIRD 
AND CLOSING SENTENCE OF THIS PARAGRAPH READ.,."SOME DETAILS WILL BE 
LEFT TO IRON OUT AFTER THE DECEMBER 27 DEADLINE." IN OTHER WORDS, 

OMIT THE WORD "THOUGH" AND THE WORDS "WE ARE SURE TO GRANT A SHORT 
EXTENSION TO CLEAN THEM UP." 

MANY THANKS, 

DREW PEARSON 

THE FOLLOWING INFO WAS OBTAINED FROM THE POST HALL SYNDICATE INC., 

TWO NINE FIVE MADISON AVE., NYC,|_ b 

ADVISED THAT THE COLUMN FROM ROBERT S. ALLEN FOR DECEMBER THIRTEEN 

END OF PAGE SIX 









PAGE SEVEN 



LAST WAS RECEIVED BY THE POST HALL SYNDICATE ON DECEMBER ELEVEN LAST 
THROUGH THE MAIL AND DISTRIBUTED THROUGH THE MAIL BY THE SYNDICATE ON 
THE SAME DATE MARKED FOR RELEASE ON OR AFTER DECEMBER THIRTEEN LAST. 
THE COLUMN CONTAINS INFO ABOUT THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF THE UNITED 
STATES AND DATA CONCERNING INCOME TAX AND LABOR SITUATIONS IN ADDI¬ 
TION TO THE PERTINENT COLUMN IN THE "NEW YORK POST." THE ORIGINAL 
RECEIVED FROM MR. ALLEN IS MARKED WITH CORRECTIONS WHICH ARE 
OF INDIVIDUAL WORDS AND NOT OF ANY PERTINENT PARAGRAPHS. 

ADVISED THAT THESE CORRECTIONS WERE MADE AFTER DICTATION BY MR. 

ALLEN AND THAT IT IS CUSTOMARY IN ALL OF HIS COLUMNS TO RECEIVE 
MATERIAL SO MARKED. ADVISED THAT HE COULD NOT MAKE AVAIL¬ 

ABLE,THE ORIGINAL COPY OF MR. ALLEN-S WITHOUT SPECIFICALLY OBTAIN¬ 
ING MR. ALLEN-S PERMISSION, WHICH HE INDICATED HE WOULD NOT LIKE TO 
DO, HOWEVER, HE PERMITTED THE AGENTS TO LOOK OVER THE ORIGINAL 
COPY OF THE COLUMN AND IT WAS NOTED THAT NO MATERIAL, PHRASES OR PARA¬ 
GRAPHS WERE DELETED THEREFROM. _FURTHER ADVISED THAT POST HALL 

SYNDICATE J&MINED THE COPY FOR POSSIBLE LI\BEk AND HE STATED THAT 
THIS IS CUSTOMARY PRACTICE IN PUBLISHING ALL OF THEIR COLUMNS THAT 
ARE HANDLED BY THEIR SYNDICATE AND THAT THEY DID NOT IN THIS CASE 
MAKE, ANY DELETIONS OR CORRECTIONS. IN REGARD TO THE PERTINENT COL¬ 
UMN AS IT APPEARED IN THE "NY POST" THE MIMEOGRAPHED COPY DISTRIBU¬ 
TED BY POST HALL A PHOTOSTAT COPY OF WHICH FOLLOWS BY MAIL, IS AS 


END OF PAGE SEVEN 





PAGE EIGHT 


FOLLOWS..."WHAT THE REDS WANT DASH THE UN CAN HAVE A CEASE FIRE IN 
KOREA, BUT AT THE COST OF IMPORTANT CONCESSIONS TO THE REDS. THAT-S 
WHAT THE JOINT CHIEFS TOLD THE PRESIDENT IN THEIR BIG CONFERENCE WITH 
HIM AFTER HIS RETURN. GENERAL BRADLEY DECLARED THE PROTRACTED TRUCE 
NEGOTIATIONS HAVE REACHED THE POINT -WHERE A FEW CONCESSIONS ON BOTH 
SIDES COULD BRING AN AGREEMENT IF THE COMMUNISTS REALLY WANT ONE,- 
-WHAT DO THEY WANT /Q/- ASKED THE.PRESIDENT. -THE - 
DEADLOCK GETS DOWN TO THIS,- EXPLAINED BRADLEY. -WE ARE DEMANDING THE 
RIGHT TO CONTINUE TO ROTATE OUR TROOPS AS WE HAVE BEEN DOING FOR 
MONTHS. THE REDS ARE FLATLY REFUSING TO ALLOW THAT. THEY ARE IN¬ 
SISTING ON A COMPLETE FREEZE ON REPLACEMENTS AND WEAPONS. BUT THEY 
HAVE INDICATED THEY WOULD MAKE CONCESSIONS ON THAT IF WE WILL ALLOW 
THEM TO BUILD SOME AIRFIELDS IN NORTH KOREA. WE HAVE REFUSED TO DO 
THAT. OBVIOUSLY, THEY ARE USING THE ROTATION ISSUE.TO TRY TO WREST 
CONCESSIONS FROM US ON THE AIRFIELD DEMAND,- GENERAL HOYT VANDENBERG 
VIGOROUSLY OPPOSED GIVING ANY GROUND ON THAT, -I WANT A CEASE 
FIRE, IF ONE CAN BE WORKED OUT THAT IS FAIR AND PROPER,- DECLARED 
THE AIR CHIEF OF STAFF. -BBT I DON-T SEE HOW WE CAN SAFELY DO ANY- 


END OF PAGE EIGHT 
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THING THAT WILL ENABLE THE REDS TO BUILD UP THEIR AIR STRENGTH. THAT 
IS WHAT PERMITTING THEM TO BUILD AIRFIELDS WILL AMOUNT TO. SUCH BASES 
IN NORTH KOREA WILL BE OF GREAT COMBAT VALUE TO THEM, IF THEY DECIDE 
TO BREAK THE TRUCE NEXT SPRING, WHICH I WOULDN-T PUT PAST THEM.- 
GENERAL J. LAWTON COLLINS WAS INCLINED TO FAVOR SOME TERMS ON THE AIR¬ 
FIELD DISPUTE. HE THOUGHT SOMETHING COULD BE WORKED OUT ON THAT. 

BUT THE ARMY CHIEF OF STAFF WAS ADAMANT IN INSISTING THE COMMUNISTS 
BE REQUIRED TO AGREE TO ROTATION OF UN TROOPS. -THAT WOULD BE A SER¬ 
IOUS BLOW TO THE MORALE OF OUR MEN,- COLLINS ARGUED. -I AM STRONGLY’ 
OPPOSED TO ANY CONCESSIONS ON THAT. IT IS AN UNFAIR DEMAND, AND 
THE ONLY REASON THE REDS ON MAKING IT IS TO TRY TO FORCE US TO GIVE 
IN ON AIRFIELDS. OUR ARMY CAN HOLD THE PRESENT LINE UNTIL HELL 
FREEZES OVER, AND I AM FLATLY OPPOSED TO GIVING THE SLIGHTEST GROUND 
ON THE REPLACEMENT ISSUE. THE REDS WOULD HAVE THE SAME RIGHT AS 
US ON THAT, AND I DON-T SEE WHY THEY SHOULD OBJECT TO IT, EXCEPT FOR 
TRADING PURPOSES.- BRADLEY AGREED WITH COLLINS, BUT EMPHASIZED THE 
IMPORTANCE OF NOT ALLOWING THE COMMUNISTS TO BUILD UP A POWERFUL 


END PAGE NINE 
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AIRFORCE, PRESIDENT TRUMAN LISTENED INTENTLY TO THE MILITARY LEADERS 
AND SAID'NOTHING UNTIL THEY FINISHED, THEN HE TOLD THEM.,,-AS YOU 
KNOW I AM VERY ANXIOUS TO BRING THE FIGHTING TO AN END IF THAT IS POS¬ 
SIBLE, BUT I WILL NOT AGREE TO CONCESSIONS TO THE COMMUNISTS THAT 


WE MAY REGRET LATER ON.J 


WE WANT TO BE VERY CAREFUL THAT WE DO NOT 


SELL OURSELVES SHORT IN OUR EAGERNESS TO SECURE A TRUCE FOR OUR MEN.- 


ALSO DISCUSSED WAS THE QUESTION OF BUILDING UP THE SOUTH KOREAN ARMY, 
AS THIS COLUMN HAS REPORTED WAS PROPOSED BY GENERAL RIDGWAY. HE 


WANTS TO INCREASE THE ROK DIVISIONS FROM ELEVEN TO TWENTY. NO DEC! 


SION WAS REACHED ON THE MATTER, BUT PRESIDENT TRUMAN STRONGLY APPRO¬ 
VED THE PLAN. -I AM FOR PROMPT ACTION ON THAT,- HE SAID. -IT SEEMS 
TO ME A VERY "SOUND THING TO DO. SIMILARLY, THE PRESIDENT APPROVED 
MOVING TO KOREA ONE OF THE TWO' NATIONAL GUARD DIVISIONS NOW IN JAPAN. 
THIS HAS BEEN SUGGESTED BY RIDGWAY IN ORDER TO PERMIT THE TRANS¬ 
FER OF ONE OF THE BATTLE DASH EXPERIENCED DIVISIONS IN KOREA TO 
EUROPE. GENERAL EISENHOWER HAS REQUESTED THAT," IT WILL BE NOTED 
THAT THE MIMEOGRAPHED COPY IS IDENTICAL WITH THE COLUMN THAT APPEARED 
IN THE "NY POST" BLUE EDITION OF DECEMBER THIRTEEN LAST. HOWEVER, 

IT WILL FURTHER BE NOTED THAT THE "NY ’POST" COLUMN CONCLUDES WITH 


THE STATEMENT "ALSO DISCUSSED WITH THE QUESTION OF BUILDING UP THE 


END PAGE TEN 



PAGE ELEVEN 


SOUTH KOREAN ARMY AS THIS COLUMN HAS REPORTED WAS PROPOSED BY GENERAL 
RIDGWAY," WHEREAS THE MIMEOGRAPHED COPY CONTINUES AS QUOTED ABOVE. 

A MIMEOGRAPHED COPY OF THE ENTIRE RELEASE WAS MADE AVAILABLE 

_ T0 THE AGENTS AND IS BEING RETAINED IN THIS OFFICE. b ' 

STATED THAT THIS MIMEOGRAPHED COPY WAS SENT TO ALL OF THE NEWSPAPERS 
SUBSCRIBING TO ALLEN-S COLUMN AND THAT IN HIS OPINION THE COLUMN IN 
THE "NY POST" BLUE FINAL EDITION OF DEC THIRTEEN LAST WAS CUT FOR SPACE 
SAVING REASONS. HE ADVISED THAT IT IS CUSTOMARY FOR NEWSPAPERS 
RECEIVING COPIES OF THE COLUMNS TO PRINT ANY PORTION OR ALL OF THE COLUMN 
AT THEIR DISCRETION. HE DID STATE THAT THE "PHILADELPHIA DAILY NEWS" 
USUALLY PUBLISHES THE ENTIRE RELEASE AS SENT OUT BY POST HALL BUT 
HE DID NOT KNOW WHETHER THEY HAD DONE IT ON THIS OCCASION. NO LEAD 
IS BEING SET OUT FOR THE PHILA OFFICE, IT IS LEFT TO THE BUREAU-S 
DISCRETION. IT IS NOTED THAT REQUESTED THAT HIS IDENTITY IN b 

THIS MATTER BE KEPT CONFIDENTIAL AND IT IS SUGGESTED THAT THE BUREAU 
BE DISCREET IN USING THE NAMES OF INDIVIDUALS CONNECTED WITH BOTH THE 
POST HALL SYNDICATE AND THE BELL SYNDICATE. 
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Office Memorandum 


.UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


FR&M 


| SUBJECT: 



Director, FBI 


DATE: December 20, 1951 


SAC, New York \ 

0 

DREW PEAR^«; 

ALLEGET DEAK FROM WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE, , . w pnnMATtON CdNTAtNEQ ... 

Sw MDERS0B ' “ M “/ssi 

ESPIONAGE - X 


Attention: Inspector Carl Hennrich 


ReNYtel to Bureau and WFO dated December 20, 1951> captioned as 


! In accordance with the information contained in referenced teletype, 

^here are attached for the Bureau two photostatic copies of a teletype received . 
by the Bell Syndicate, Inc.. -29 West 43rd Street, New York City, which' tele¬ 
type was received by t-h®» from DREW PEARSON in Washington, D. C. The first 
teletype, which is-four pages in length, contains information concerning the 
Presi' x;I ^ l ' >e "Meeting with the Joint Chiefs of Staff as well as other mii^eiianeour 
^.Aerial for the use of the Bell Syndicate in the PEARSON column. Attachta ! 
ijhese four pages is a teletype .waived rro*n PEARSON by Bell Syndicate; on ; I 

^ecember 12, 1951, which- contains several ejections to be made in the tele- 
type of December 11,--as well as other information concerning PEARSON’s column. . 1 
One -sjpy of the above is also being Airccwci + >0 , upn ‘ , 

p'-^ Thfere are aletf attached for the Bureau two copies 0:f a column pre¬ 

pared by ROBERT ^ar&LEN and dated December 11, 1951, which was ,ii reote< j to - . 
the Post-Hall Syndicate, Inc., 295 Madison Avenue, New York 17, IT. y. ! This 
r'elease is six pages in length, part of which appeared in ALLEN * s coi , 1Tt1T1 i n L 
the New York Post on Decemb er 13,j1951- This material was obtained 

of the Post-Hall Syndicate, Inc., There is also. '/?. 


attachec 


[on of ti 


mentioned press release of ROBE! 


WO one photostatic copy of the above- 
jLEN. RUC. 
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ce Memorandum • united states government 



TO : 
FROM : 
SUBJECT: 


Mr. A. H. 


C. E. Hen' 



date: December 14 , 


HOUSE CONFERENCE 
TO JAOiJhlMBSp^^msm 

herein is unclassified 

DATE .*& 


1/ 


ALLEGED LEAZ s FROM WHITE 
DECEMBERAO, 1951, 

FOR DREY&PEARSON 
ESPIONAGE - X 

On the morning of December 14, 1951, I disc ussed the 
inve stig at ion of this case in detail with Special Agent in Charge 
Hood of the Washington Field Office. Arrangements were made for 
three interviewing teams of Agents to handle the interviewing of 
persons who attended the conference of December 10, 1951, as follows 




Speciaff Agents^ Kjejineffo T. Delavigne and Thomas J,, Jsjnkins 
will^_intgpyiew the White House representatives who were present at 
the conference (except the President); Special Agent s Joseph A . 

Connors and Paul J. Tierney will interview representatives who 
attended ’the 'December 10, 1951, conference, and Mr. James Lay of 
the National Security Council who also attended the December 10, 1951, 
conference; Special Agents Maurice A. Taylor and Carl Graham will 
^ n ifJlCie_w_the representatives of the Armed Services who attended the 
conference of December 10, 1951, and also interview Colonels Mathews 
and Clifton of General Omar Bradley's office who reviewed Jack 
Anderson's paper together with General Bradley. 


It was arranged that as soon as the tvjo teams handling the 
White House and State Department interviews had completed they would 
fill in and assist in the interviews with the Armed Services represen¬ 
tatives. 


I called a conference of all of the Agents who will participate 
in the interviews Th the ' office~ of SAC Hood at the Washington Field 
Off ice'and went over_jujith them in .detail fhe background, of the, case 
and the basic points which must be covered in all interviews, I 
drrahged^to be notified so that I could participate in the interviews 
of ffdmi'rdl~~Sbue rs. General Bradley, Mathew Connellyf"and Joseph Short. 

I 'instructed that I be kept advised of any significant items developed 
during interviews, and that if any particular problems were anticipated -v 
in the interviews, I should be notified so that I would have an AAJ 

opportunity to participate if deemed advisable. I 


During that day attempts were made to arrange interviews 
with every individual who participated in the December 10, 1951, 
conference. The following interviews were scheduled for December 
14, 1951, and are being conductedt ' J — 


CEHtdjb 

* 


* Hj 


h U’ ■ 




I V 









i 


m. 






Secretary Thomas K. Finletter 
James E. Webb 
H. Freeman Matthews 
General Robert Landry 

Colonel Matthews (General Bradley 1 s Staff) 

Colonel Clifton (General Bradley's Staff) 

Interviews have been scheduled for December 15, 1951, with 
the fallowing} 

General Omar Bradley (tentative) 

General Hoyt Vandenburg (tentative) 

Admiral William Fechteler 
Secretary Frank Pace 

Acting Secretary Francis Whitehair (tentative) 

James Lay 
General Vaughan 
General Cabell 

The .fol lowing w il l no t be available on December 15, 1951, 
and will be interviewed as indicated• ' “ ’ 


General Joseph Collins will be interviewed at 10:45 M., 
December 17, 1951; Admiral Sidney Souers will be interviewed December 
19, 1951, upon his return to Washington; Admiral Dennison (sick) 
will be interviewed on his return to the office. 

Mat t C onn.eJ.ly was contacted by Mr. Roach of the Liaison 
Section and he specifically.i stated that he was not present during 
any part of the conference of December 10, 1951. He stated that 
he. wa lked.. with the President to the door of the conference "room 
but did not enter the room at"any time during the conference. 

Connelly said that he knew for a fact that Joseph'Short was not 
present during the conference. He said Admiral Dennisgn Jiad.qome 
du t~o~f~t Ke conference after it was over andfjt~dXd'~Short what he might 
sajj^to the press. In view of this, interviews are not contemplated 
immediately with Connelly and Short unless interviews with others 
definitely place them in the conference. 

I was with SAC-Hood o,t 7; 00 .P.JL — tonight.-and-he informed 
m e tha t _ the, interviews . were progressing under most diff icult. conditions 
a nd tha t, traffic_has been almost- impassable, and some of the inter¬ 
views were scheduled at the homes of the interviewees, and because 
of impassable traffic, interviews had to be postponed until later 
this evening. SAC Hood contemplates that some of the interviews 


- 2 - 
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f 






will notJbe hel d un til late_in the 
strblnit ih summary form tonight the 
that are completed at a reasonable 
of any significant developments in 
interviews. 


evening, I arranged with him to 
results of any of the interviews 
hourj and to advise telephonically 
connection with any of the 


ACTION : 

I will follow with the Washington Field Office on December 
ISj 1951j in order to correlate available information with material 
appearing in Pearson's column which will then be available and we 
will continue to press this matter. 
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Office Memorandum 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


TO 


FROM 



SUBJECT: 


Mr. D. M. Ladd 

A . H. Belnoffj/ ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

LEAK OF/SOP SECRET INFORMATION 0ATE^:a?;££\BY.4 

to nrevMpearson? 

DECEMBER 10, 1951 WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE 


date: December 14, 195V«r 





Tracy__ 


Garcdy__ 


Pursuant to my instructions, Mr. Roach contacted 
A dmiral Denn ison, Nava l Aid to the President, and pointe~d 
out to him that SecreNdry^6f~![Ief r ense Lovett had indi cated 

that he felt a security check for microphones and listening _ 

devices should be made &t the Cabinet Room of the White House 
(this is where the conference in question was held). Admiral 
Dennison who is ill at home informed. Mr. Roach that the matter , i 

should be disc ussed with Mr. Matthew J. ConndSy, Secretory to the 1 

President, who~~ was’fdmilia r~ w ith~~the ' entire matterV~ C'dhnd'ffjj 
st cTbedT that he was in agreement with Admiral Dennison that the check 
should be_jmde~ars'~one~pHa'se~~of’--the~'vnv’e’s'ttga r t'ion. ~ " *“—~— 

Through arrangements with Mr. ConneL^y, Mr. .JRoqjch, 
a ccompanied by t wo laborat_ory_technicians, Mr. Pfafman and Corbett 
m ade a complete and tho rough' examination of~~ the Cabinet Rooms, 
a s. we ll as the room under fhe Cab i n efTR'dom' and ~a ~ survey of" the 
KSPf^above. This ch eck resulted ne gative ly so far as any listening 
d evices_w.ex.e_c on.ce.rn.ed. It should be noted! that Mr. Cpnn&.f£jias 
n ot as yet been in formed of the resul ts of this check. 


It was also determined by Mr. Roach that contrary to 
\what Secretary Lovett had said, nei±heji.M.r.^JlonmLiy nor Mr. Shnr-h 3 
Presp^Secretary to the President, were present at the conference. 
Mr. Connley informed hr. Roach that he' at no-' time was'in the 
Cabinet Room during the meeting, and th at the only Presid e nti al 
A ids present were the_ militarjj_afds„,_name±y„aenAnal^Vaughn. 

A dmiral Dennison and Ceneral La ndry,. 

Arrangements are being made for interview with Vaughn, 
Dennison and Landry. 


RRR:mkf 

ADDENDUM: 12-14-51 



II 


, O ik..mi/ - instructions. Mr. Matthew f. Connelly was advised by 

M r. Roach that the check was_ comple ted negatively*. 


AHB: me r 
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STANDARD FORM NO. 04 



Office Memorandum • united states government 


TO 


FROM 


MR. A. H, BELMi 



date: December 



MR, C. E, 

o 

SUBJECT: DREW PEARj2£UU~~ . . 

"a uM edleak from white house conference 

DECEMBER 10, 1951, TO JACXfMMRSMs ' 

LEG-MAN FOR DREW PEARSON ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 

ESPIONAGE - X KERE |N IS UNCLASSIFIED 

j tal ked with Secretary Robert A, Lovett on t he w, 0 
morning of De ceTriber u n Sl, I advised him we iewed 

n ‘ •>.. . 

D ecember.'.1.0 and, in addition, have intepmewedjfipse i inriiniduals ■ 
who 1L we re indi cated i as ..,Jia.y..ip.g....f.e.on ..fuiPiSkSSL*.}3f9fM c lF mg 

anypJikNf^s^^^^h^PPPfeppJnoe. I that the .information 

furnished to us was that relatively little dissemination of the 

f acts of t e * . 1 

pointed out we had , deve 7 oped no subpt pnttaf^inf oiv ripfmjf \ n ~ 

di eating the in ~ 

formation, ..... i : .'■■■'■■if ■:*■ 1 1 ■" 

— a 11 m i uii iMwaywa 

I pointed out to Secretary Lovett that ,a most: SJiJULLLicant 
de velopmen t of the investigation was the ol^^ocial_contactsy 
o,^Clayton Fritchey, Director of Public fnfoTmaiion ^Department 

r> f Defense .to . ith:..Dre.w^PMPS.,Qn, I pointed out thqt^the^pvening 

whe rT Gen era! Bradle y had _ } <Zapj!LA&{LePSP n^ovep^tP^ke-^JBeptp gon to 
go over the proposed column, Frjff phey^wap_ favfng^d~jJlIl§JL r end 
vlaiiing bridge at the Pearson hojjie „• I pointed out it had been 
del%T5pTd~t:tTplay bridge at the Pearson home 
again during the week of December 17, I pointed out in this 

connection th at; we ha - t - 
Fv£ tchey wa . i.n. a .pos„s,essd. ! on. pf-.,fact;&*-■ rega-rdi ng. -the c,o nf e, repce, 
and Mr, Lovett 'hastened, to. assure 

p oss ^ps.sf'6hd /fJ ah ^ _ such, infop mg.tnip.n, Mr. -t oMMfafci .made„pp, m j|Rg ,cifio 
com ment » His 

demeanor was such, however, that • 

We then discussed the Pearson and Allen columns in 
general • Mr. Lovett^ind.ipgt.ed 1 .^that--the'~thewry.^ha.d^. J be r e-n^p^re.sented - 
to him that an .a.stute..^newOP.aperman..,cp.uld. Jiavs.^ y 

without actually, having^accerss to the facis-’ disg usAedpat; the y& 

c onferenceT ^ He noted that "many 'items 'in the columns were 
inaccurate ; also that the columns made no reference to’ many 
items actually discussed at some length at the conference, .. 

including NATO. 
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I advised Secretary Lovett that in our interrogation 
of the persons who attended the conference, i ce ha v§...jaapeyted 
t heir word as.„t.o..Jbhe ex tent of dissemin.ation.'~or_.discu,ss±an of 
matte t^]x rta^iM ,-.a.nd ^ha.ve made jig eff ort 

to questio n am jZs&cjietuni.e.s^ai'd.e.S-. — or^jassistant^J^r the 

but that we have, of 

course, followed through where it has been indicated information 
was passed on, in order to determine whether further dissemination 
was made by those receiving such information, Secretary Lov ett 

I I st ated he 4e.fini. t.e2y^fe.lt^Jkhaj^^^jihJ}jijxj.e.s should be made 
I a j. this time l ipjjv.exJfM^dihe^stateMe.nis^.pf p epsyn^f^fCp^a^tejided 
| th e c onfe r.ej}.Q S-^ " ' < 

Secretary Lo vett was ^informed—Lt^ would ap pear 
t o be 7 o g jLaal-a^h~th-is~p-o-int~to--cons id.er~Snt.eTMS.ews.~wi.±h..Jlrew 

P earson . _ Jg_c,k_. An.de,rs.o.n,-..and-Robert . \Alleai . He was r equeste d to 

advise as to whether he desires th es e inte .TLV.isw s to be c on¬ 
d ucted... He~~commented that the desirability of such interviews, 
of course, is a matter of judgment and that i t was his judg ment 

n o a ff i r mat i ve r e suits _ .could be exp ected f rom . suph^i ntexv.i ews. 

On the other hand, he commented that"such interviews mi ght we ll 
. r esult^ in a filast' at~l:fj _A~dWin isffat from ftheZTnrksjsf,ge ne.ral ly» 

I lift He co neluded that the s e interviews should not be conducted at 
I fl t his time 

Secretary Lovett stated that in the absence of a clear- 
cut indication that some particular individual had actually 
leaked information from the conference, h e was of the defin ite 
\feeling a t this tiMe.~tha±-~njo~-£-ur-the-n^J,.ng.ui.ni.e~s^sAoHld be mad e 
in this ma"ttejrjnnd tha±-Me^Juu>Jild^bje^p.rj3 pared' to s o re com men d 
to the'President, I told Secretary Lovett that a report'is 
hiring'p'fepdrePC reflecting our investigation to date, so that he 
can have an opportunity to go over in detail the interviews 
conducted . I told him we wou ld,.,-be—alad^tjo confer with him at 
a ny ti me re garding __t.h e ~i nves±igat ion and to..c endued; -an y f u r t he r 
i nves t ig a tlon which ... is dep.ir.ed. He indicated he felt that no 
further investigation would be desired. 

The Wa shington F J e.ld O.f.fLi. c,e.__is now__ p. re.pa.rin g t,h.e_.,.re m port 
i n this matt er and „Aav.e..advi.s.ed L it..jwill „ be completed. n ojjer~,tJie^jveek 
ead«- Our present plans are to deliver a copy of the investigative 
report to Secretary Lovett, together with a cover letter confirming 
his decision that Drew Pearson, Jack Anderson, and Robert Allen 
not be interviewed at this time. This cover letter will also 
request his desires as to further investigation. 
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Since the investigation h as indicated some contact 
■with Pearso n and Jack Anderson on the part of Under 
Secretary Whitehair 3 and definite association on the part 
of Clayton Fretchey 3 I think it might he desirable 3 when 
we deliver the report to Secretary Lovett and when we 
advise Admiral Dennison of its delivery to Lovett 3 that 
we orally point out to these two men that so long as 
association between responsible individuals in the Defense 
i establishment and elsewhere and columnists such as Drew 
\earson continues 3 it can be expected that leaks will 
occur . 
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December'26 * 2952 . 


o# 




Tile Monorchia 
The Secretary of 
Washington# D* G, 


fly dear Hr, Secretarys 


m LXAISOB 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 

HEREIN is unclassified ^ 


2 am enclosing one copy of the report of 
■Sneetal Agent in Gharge M* £• Hood, dated at 
Washington# B» G, s December 22, 2951, covering the 
investigation of ttw reported leak of information 
from tke White Souqs conference on Be comber 20, 
29522 In accordance with your request of Mr • . 

uoiinrich on 3ecenter 82, 1952# we have conducted 
no interview;-, with Brew Pearson, Jack Anderson, 
or Robert &, < illen* 

Mo further investigation is being eon- 
ducted pending your •review of the enclosed report • 
I mould appreciate it if you would advise whether 
additional investigation is desired* 


With assurances of my highest regards, 

Since rely yours# 




Enclosure 


cc-Liaison Desk 
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December 26, 2952 
VIA L1AXS0W 


AIL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEflEiN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
OAT 


Bear Admiral Sidney !7. Souers 
Special Consultant be the President 
Executive Off ice Building 
Washington, D+ C. 



My dear Admirali 

There is enclosed one copy of the 
report of Special Agent in Charge B, B» 

Mood, dated at llashington, D. C,, December 
22, 2951, covering the investigation of the 
reported Jb ah of information from the Shite 
Souse conference on December 10, 1951 • 

■ A copy of this report has been 
furnished to the Honorable Bobert J* Lovett, 
Secretary of Defense, with the request that 
he advise of any further investigation de¬ 
al red* 


% 


Tolao n 

Ladd_ 

Nichols_ 

Belmont ■ 

Clegg__ 

Ola vi n_ 

Barbo_ 

Roee n 

Trac y 

Moh r 

Tele. Rm.„ 

Nease_ 

Gand y 


With expressions of my highest 
esteem and best regards. 


Sincerely yours. 


Enclosure 
cc-Liaison Desk 
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TO 


FROM 



¥r. H. Belmo 


V. 


date.- December 27, 1951 


P. 

0 

SUBJECT: DRM-EEARS-ON 

ALLEGED LEAK FROM WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE 
DECEMBER 10, 1951, TO JACk PaNDERSON, 

LEG-MAN FOR DREW PEARSON YA , MPn 

ESPIONAGE - I ft u INFORMATION CONTMNtu 

HEREIN is UNCLASSIFIED 

Re memo dated December 21, 1951, addressed 
Mr, Hennrich which recommended that a copy of the Bureau’s in¬ 
vestigation in this matter be furnished to 
that we orally advise Admiral Dennison, of 
the report had been so delivered. 


Tolson_ 
Ladd_ 


t;ichols_ 
Rosen_ 



you by 


Secretary Lovett and 
the White House, that 



The Director approved the furnishing of the report to 
Secretary Lovett and the advising of Admiral Dennison as indicated 
and stated, ”1 think Souers should be briefed as to investigation 
and also have pointed out to him Fritchey's and Whitehair’s associ¬ 
ation with Pearson. H.” 

On December 27, 1951, the letter of transmittal to 
the Secretary of Defense^ and a copy of the report, was furnished hu 

Special Agent Edwar d S. Sanders, to _ 

who advised that Mr. Lovett was in conference 
and probably would be for most of the afternoon. She stated she 
would immediately place the sealed envelope on Mr. Lovett’s desk 
and in that manner he could review the report immediately upon the 
termination* ef the conference being held in his office. 


b6 

b7C 


Special Agent Edward S. Sanders also delivered to Pat 
Coyne on December 27, 1951, a copy of the investigative report 
with a letter of transmittal, dated December 26, 1951, to Admiral 
Souers. Coyne advised that he would personally hold this letter 
and report until Admiral Souers returns on January 3, 1952. 


J 


Admiral Dennison, of the White House, was advised on 
December 27, 1951, by Special Agent 0. H. Bartlett that the investi¬ 
gative report had been furnished to Secretary Lovett. 


It is contemplated that Admiral Souers will be briefed 


in this connection by Mr. 
to Washington, which will 


Hennrich as soon 
apparently be on 


ESS:dm 
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as the Admiral returnsi 
January 3, 1952. \ 

<2, 6^73 






RECOMMENM TJON: 


The foregoing is for your information. 



oi-ioai Monday 


DUMBER 10, 1951 12.10 pm 


t 



SHORT: This meeting this morning discussed the world situation. Mo 
policy decisions wsr© made. Do you knew who were there?: 

w. Mo, we don’t. 

4. Secretary of Defense, the Joir^t Secretaries, with White hair for 

Kimball, who is out of town. The Joint Chiefs. 1 

< 4 . They were all there, including the Chairman? 

5. That's right, and Acting Secretary of State, fir. Webb, arid H. Freeman 
Matthews, Deputy Under Secretary of State. 

w.Where did they oseet, in the Cabinet Room? > 


S. In the Cabinet Room. 
y.How long did it last? 


ALL INFC 

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

DATE 10-10-2012 BY 60324 UC BAN/SAB/RYSW 


S. It was more than an hour. 

C. Particularly pressing problem right now is th© problem of urgency «*«* 
the attempt to get an Armistice out in Korea, isn't it, Joe? 

S/ Korea was among the subjects discussed. Bill. It was not, however, 
confined — 


< 4 . (interposing) Cot ks December 27th deadline out there for agreement 
though? 

c. It was, however, not confined? 

3. Not confined to that subject. 

European Army. Was the European Array discussed? 

S. Well, beyond that, th© world was covered. 

w, Jo©, the President said last night at the airport that he might see 
McCrath today? . • ; • 

$, He won't see him. ' 

q. When will tMtxsfiflm he see him, tomorrow? 

S. I am not quite sure about that, 

C. Will not seo\hirn today?, 

S. That's right. - 


-C«_What is the program for the rest of the day?- 

— j 1 " 

5. He has quite a bit of work today. 

Q. No swim? 


y. 4 . Is there any indication when he will see McCrath? 
G. Mo, I can't tell you now when he will see him. 

'«• ’•lell. Joe. «hat I meant"--- 


3. (adding) Coon. 


ENCLOSURE. 




M. (continuing) j,s ,what is he going to do this afternoo©, ths,. 
c ailing 1 Is t do&sn * t show anybody, 'teat do tf c^leys?** " 


:5.' Wo,' I don't. . n ; ; ^ \ -.-V- .•:•;•••? . ... ...j-,. ‘ 

Joint ■ ■ . •* ■ *-■■ 

Q. Was this noting a regular meeting with the Chiefs of Staff moved 
up a week, or something? 

S. Well, you know the President meets with the Joint Chiefs every two 
weeks. ■•.'•■/• • • 

Q. Was. this, the date for one of them? 

S, Weil, it was similar to those regular meetings. 

Q. I thought the last On© was taken care of by-•-Central'Hull? •>.* 

S. That was.. 


me an 


he mt Hull? 


S. when Hull and Matthews came down. State is always in on these 
Joint Chief meetings. - ■ ■ ■ . 

H- Are there any special aspects of the world situation;that can b© 
mentioned as having; been discussed? ^ 

$.1 can't go beyond what 1 have said. Bob. 

4 . Joe, can you say whether the President came back earlier than iie had 
anticipated because the meeting was scheduled today and he would have 
had them come to Key West if h© hadn't come back? 

5. J>idn*t the President pretty well- cover that before he left Boca CMca 

yesterday aftsrhdon? v : ; -j v i. 

Si*-Pretty well,, but he M didn't nail it down*, ..•/>•? . 

S. I think he handled the situation, 

Q* Oo you anticipate aching in the way of hard news for the rest-of the 
-day — I mean, have you got anything in the works? 

S. Smitty, there are always a number of things in the .-worfcsv. dnd- one or 
more of them might jell this afternoon. 

<<• Hot before lunch? 

S. Mo. 


M. Has the President any plan to see Mr. MscKaill? ????? 

3. $hat? . 

4. McKaill or McKinney? 
ayfxMx 4 . McKinney. 


3. I don't know of any appointments for either one of them. 

<4. Joe, was this meeting this morning a part of a continuing series, 
perhaps, on .given situations that is, will he -« will he carry this — 
today's discussions further to seek to arrive at any policy decisions? 

S. Bob, there will undoubtedly be other meetings of approximately the 

same group. I don't know when, though. If you mean, is there going to 
be another one tomorrow, or the next day, I know »£x nothing of any 
sucn plans. H© approximately this ssskx 'same group every two weeks. 




q? «eU‘ii«r f yesterday apparently there was a tonferencf Is©,tween the 
Joint Chiefs os Staff and the Defense Mobilization Director. Is tifet 
— wH were their discussions px&fckyxstaii preliminary to dr part of 
today's discussions? 

S. I don't know. I didn't even know that there was such a meeting that 
you ar© talking about. 

14 . It was out of the Pentagon. 2 understand. 

q. The President said something about a meeting with the people coming 
back from Europe, what is that, who are they and what do they do? 

S. The Cabinet officers who have been to Europe are the Secretory of 
State, Secretary of Defense, Secretary of the Treasury. 

yt-. Is Acheson back yet? 

S.,. Mo. acheson and Snyder ar© due back Wednesday, and Mr. ^ariiman 
is still a week. 

q. Do you know whetsr he is going to come back this week, Joe? 


S. My underStanding is that it was about ten days from now. That is pretty 
rough. Bill. I wouldn't want to pin it down to the 20th. Roughly ten 
days. 


q. In other words, he is not due in this week? 

S«. No. .• • 

q. The President also said something in Key West about coming 
back and putting in a ha^ week's work before he went out,to Independ¬ 
ence for Christmas. 

d. You mean a hard two weeks. • 


w. He said a week. . • 

q. Hes aid he had a terrific week ahead of him. 

Q. I think what he was aah eraphasiaing ax was 5 that this week wouJd be a 
terrific one. What I want to know is what Joe thinks. 

S. I think there is a lot of work that will have to be done between now 
and the time he goes to Kansas City. 

q. No change in the Independence departure time, December 24? 

S. Not so far as I have been advised. 

q/ That is what you really wanted to ask. > ' 

q• Ar© there any new directives in the mat making on the handling of , 
the cease-fire talks in Korea? 

S. Bob, I don't know of any, but that doesn't mean anything. 



q. Can you say whether these discussions this morning revolved around 
the — General Yandenberg's recent statements, that he would like to 
increase the size of the Air Force? 

S, 1 will stand on what I have already said about Korea. 

Q. There was a story kx in this morning's paper that Under uecretery 
^ebb is about to quit. Have you got anything on that? 




,S. t haven*t any comment on that, Frank, * : +--. ¥ 

Q. Thank you. Mr. Secretary, - 

<4. This lid is on for lunch then, so far as you know, other than the 
President — 

’ $• (interposing) The President isxaxx is still in the House, and I 
don’t give lids as long as he is here, Tony, 0 

Q* You would let us know when you hear MsMcGrath is coming in/ 1 In 
other words, m would like to findout abofct it rather than wait aadx 
for the posting of the calling list, if possible? 

S. I will see what I can do, 

Q. Thank you, 

tm 
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December 


FROM 


SUBJECT: 



951/' 

Xson / ' 


drksSmbson^ 

ALLEGED LEAK FROM T/HITE HOUSE CONFERENCE 


DECEMBER- 10, 1951 
TO JACMNDERSON, 
ESPIONAGE - Z' - 


LEG-MAN FOR DREW 


PEARSpj 


While — i n JPr‘ess^Secreta ry 

■b o the White Hou se, on December SO, he a dvised it was ..his belief 
that Dr ew Pearso n extensively uses,, newspaper reporters who\ are 
a ssociated with re putable n ews medi a a nd who feed to Pearson, 
for a price_off-the-rea.ord. comments. .which-arp^ made,.ip the t 
course of legitimate interviews,vand whi ch the news m e.dig — XfiP- \ 

r p.sehfied bu.t he particular reporter-would not use.,, because _ it / 

i s "off th e_jzejcprd « u In this c onne cti on .' Nie >t named. _ \ 

formerly of Trans~Radio Press, and T r ersTC off ip, who was / 

"peddling" to Pearson while employed by CDS7~~"He stated that X 
these two had been caught but that he had no doubt there are l 
others . 


In this regard, he stated th at whi le, Jjlzisu— Rouse,velt 
was in the White House she used to comment extensively, .off*, the 
r ecord ah(flwas~~"h oil s e curi tycoons cio us^ 11 He said t hat - Mrs, 
Rooseveltf s^ comments begun appearing in Roberjfjffcllen' § material 
and t hat M rs. Short, who was then covering Mrs! Roosevelt's 
p ress c on.ferences, together with another unnamed vjoman reporter, 
observed a woman reporter feverishly making notes of Mrs, 

R o.o s e ve It [ s_ off- the-? re cord comments and actually tailed her to 


Robert,Allan's, office, S he was confronted a nd__waS farad from 
the ag ency w hich . she . pep re.se nte d . It was Mr, Short's observation 
that the information concerning the i nsta nt. J,nves t iga tionjaay 
have come into Pearson's hands, through- such a- contact as mentioned 
above . It was his opinion, although Short stated- he had no 
facts upon which to base it, that the leak in this particular 
case, would have emanated from a "second echelon", who possibly 
had been briefed by someone who actually attended the conference, 
^Short~ was unable to relate any facts that would reflect upon 
the identity of'the person responsible ,fopr the leak . , 

.71 PFr r ' n n , "n - 71 / /]? ** C- < r S~ / 

MrflShort furWVeUe‘dr v a trmMpript ofpthe press conference 


which he held immediately f oil owing t iMe W$d&iz&>er. 10 conference, 
which is attached . While no particular significance is attached 
to 'The quest ions^and answers set forth, the details of the 
transcript indicate that the press conference was very ’carefully 
covered, probably by microphone ,• A / 


ipt ofpthe press conference 
ZMdQS&er 10 conference. 


' ACTION : For 

,1 * 

£ OEHiLL 
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TO : 
FROM : 
SUBJECT: 


PURPOSE: 


MR. A. H. BELMC 


government 

* 

date: December 39, 1952^ 

•' Tnl ftnn wr 


mr. o. e. HErnymm 

DREvfipEARSON (-Column of December ^15, 1951); 
JACK NORTHjjiAN^ANDERSON, aka JachTAnders on; 
ROBERT sJ&tYLLEN (Column of December 13, 1951); 
ESPIONAGE - X ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 

herein is unclassified 


✓ 


ToXson__ 

Ladd 

V'— 

legg 



To recomme nd Q&nn£&on*#af the 

White House and advise him: 


Nlchols_ 
Rosen_ 


Tracy_ 

Harb or 

/’‘Belmon t 

VMOIi r/ 

Telfe. Roo m 
Neas e 


Gandy. 



1. That the Bureau's report in this matter is 
factual and that we do not draw conclusions; 

2. That I offer to discuss the facts with him at 
his convenience; 



3. That he be advised that Secretary Lovett has 
stated he will indicate further investigation 
desired, if any, after consultation with the 
President. 


DETAILS: 


The attached memorandum from Mr. Keay reflects that 
Mr . Bartle tt received a c alLfrom AdmjrgK^MeJkniMQJk.Jlv>>> the 
evening of~TecemSer"28. A dmira j^Benndson s^ated^jbhgdL.Se.QXptary 
Lo vet t had cTis cussed the report with Dennison; that Dermis on 
is sorry)'ft' resulted injnQ„definite^ conelysjiqn • D ennis on 
further indicated that"after^fie^has. read the repo rt in de fail 

I arfd^dTscus'sed it with the President, he may have some 
a dditidnd T'questibns and that it .might, be logical for^hijii to 
discuss the matter with Mr. Hennrich. 


You will recall that Secretary of Defense Robert A. 
^idtpffjstt^ originally requested the investigation of this matter 

on the basis of the President's request through Admiral Dennison. 
In view of this, we directed our report to Lovett and it^jpas 
Lovett who indicated that interviews with Pearson, Allen and 
Anderson were not desired and that no further inquiries should 
b e"ma depending're c e ipt' of "the " report. Lovett has now directed 
a letter 'to the Bureau, stating that after h§. has discussed 
the matter "with the President, he will indicate whether any 













further inquires ar e , de sized . 7ou zoill olso recall that we 
have~^furT^shed a "copy of the report to Admiral Souers and 
upon his return to Washington he will he briefed regarding 
the matter on January 4, 1952 * 


OBSERVATIONS : 

It is fe lt we should 

position of dealing with Secretary. .Lovett, in..thi§,.,i^$$?r, 
He^rTfiTaflYy^Wueste^'tfhe investigation and he has been . 
consulted regarding certain interviews • was on his advice 

that the investigation was discontinued, pending his review 
of the report • We should avoid being caught in a cross¬ 
fire between requests from Admiral Dennison and requests 
from Secretary Lovett • I feel,^Jipwever, ^th qt_w&^ § ho aid ^ 
immediately indicate our willingness to discuss any ofjthe 
facts in ~bhe report with Admiral Dennison# as he has suggested, 
oftSTiaSe" time"pointing out to himjhat the Bureau does not 
draw "conclusions# but that^ouf" investigations are directed 
s1?f r Pd'tly~liir developing facts • 

RECOMMENDATION : 

If you agree, I will call Admiral Dennison and 
\offer to discuss the report in this matter with him at 
1 any time at his convenience • I will point out the fact that 
Ithe Bureau does not draw conclusions from the facts developed 
land that with regard to further investigation. Secretary 
ILovett has indicated he will convey to us his desires 
| relative to further investigation, if any, after consultation 


with the President • 





T 


ADDRESSEE 

Hon. J. Edgar Hoover 


ORIGINATOR OR CUSTODIAN 


CLASSIFICATION 

DATE OF TRANSFER 

Sefi. of Defense 
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TELEPHONE NO. 74386 

□ c 


SUBJECT (Use short title, i. e. short title for Subject Shipment of Shoes and Dresses ** 
would be “SOSAD”) (Including date of Document ). 

one sealed envelope (Personal and G5unfli 


j COPIES 

ORIGINAL 
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STANDARD FORM NO. 64 


Office Memo 


UNITED STAT M GOVERNMENT 


Belmo ) 


from 


Mr. V. P. Keay 

6> 

Brew Pearsoy.j 
Jack Northjmn ! 
Robert S'S^Alle 
Espionage' - f 


tv^ 


January 2, 


IS52 


j Column of 
< 'Anderson 3 
ij (Column 


subject: BrewPearsom, CColumn of 12-15-51 ); u«d - 

Jack Northman p.Anderson 3 AKA Jack^Anderson; - 

Robert sJpAllenj (Column of 12-13-51) ; 

Espionage - ft AIL INFORMATION CONTAINED SJS ,r.- 

^-~Z _ HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED -..W/ ^- 

j DATE Lolro „._ 

Admiral Bennison. Naval Aid to the President u alt the - 3rr - 

T/hite House j telephoned Mr. Bartlett of the Liaison Unit on the Kau ,_ 

evening of Becemberj 28 3 1951 concerning the report in the above ^ - 

mentioned matter tfiat was furnished to Secretary Lovett earlier - 

this week . You will recall that we already advised Admiral , 

Bennison that this report had been submitted by us to Secretary //-/ 
Lovett. ) f, / 

Admiral Bennison advised that he had discussed this 
report with Mr. Lovett and that he 3 Admiral Bennison, is sorry it 
resulted in no definite conclusion. Admiral Bennison further advised 
that Mr. Lovett is sending the report over to him so that he may 
read it in detail and discuss it with the President. After reading 
the reportj Admiral Bennison said 3 he may have some additional 
questions and that it might be logical for him to discuss this matter 
i again with Mr. Hennrich. 


RECOMMENDATION: 

It is recommended that Mr. Hennrich be designated to dis¬ 
cuss instant case with Admiral Bennison in view of the fact that 
he is fully familiar with the facts in this matter. 

The Liaison Unit should be instructed as to what answer / 
Admiral Bennison should be given when he calls within the next few / 
days. i Jr 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 
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TO : 
FROM : 
SUBJECT: 


MR* A. H* BELMi 


MR. 


0. 


E. 



DATE: 

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
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DREW'PEARSON jffficnlumn of December ~15, 1951 / 
JACK NORTHMAN kil r PERSON, aka JacJ^Hnderson; 
ROBER. “ ' 

ESPIO. 



December 31,, 

j/Laa rf 



Hose] 

Tracy_ 


LLEN (Column of December 13, 1951); 
- I 


m 


Balmont 


iA Uo f - 

,«>r t \Tefe. Room 

V l ..AA 


^Nease 


Gandy_ 


n 


A dmiral P enn is on called from the White Souse on 
the aftemoon/ofk Decern,ber, 31 * He said he had revie wed the 
Bureau's report af the investigation.in this- matterT^^He 
askesCff.bhe Buredy. Had farmed any. conclusions as^ a^result^ 
o f th e invebtigation* I informed him that the Bureau does\4- 
not^draw conclusions from the facts developed in its in¬ 
vestigations, but that we report the facts a s we find them • 

He thejiuasked.for the Bureau's opinion as to whether f urther 
investigation in this matter'should be conducted* I p ointed 
ouSANojAdmiral Dennison that after developing the investi¬ 
gation to the point where it now is, we had consulted with 
Seeretary Lovett,„ who had suggested that no further investi- 
g at ion b e conducted until he had had an opportunity to go over 
the report of facts i developed «. I toML-Admiral-De unison that 
I th ought the decision as„ ip what further investigation .was 
to be conducted _was~, one of ^policy to be decided by.the 
WhifeZHBjTsa* Dennison agreed with this. He said he, w as 
well pleas ed with the investigation in so far as ilTwent; 
that he w as disappointed there was no: clear cut finding of who 
responsi hie for the leak. He sciS i t was diis^pensonal 
o pint on that no further investigation should be conducted* 

He said’ he thought he would recovmend^to the _ President-that 
the_Pre.s.ident write-~a~-lette.rEt,o,..each of the persons who were 
in~att.e.ndance at-the December 10,^1951, conference, calling 
their attention to the ..apparent leak and stating that while 
he does not question the individual integrity of any of the 
members present, nevertheless he feels that somewhere along 
the line, through the injudicious handling of the information 
as to what went on at the conference, a leak resulted, and 
that he (the PresidentJ *expects that each will take the 
necessary action to insure that such leaks do not occur in 
the future* 

Admiral Dennison indicated he would talk with 
Secretary Lovett on the afternoon"of December 31 and would 
confer with the President on January 1* He stated he 
expected that the results of his conference with the President 
would be reported to the Bureau by Secretary Lovett « ✓ — _ 

RECORDED -131 ffo—f ^ 
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/ 
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During my conversation with Admiral Dennison s 
he commended the Bureau on the accuracy of its reporting 9 
particularly pointing out that the reporting of the 
interview with him was most accurate and succinct • 

ACTION: 


For your information « 




Please furnish me search slips 3 build-ups and 
break-downs on the following individuals: Matter must 
be handled expeditiously . 

1. Drew Pearson ^ ... 

t... !£'!CONTMiai 

5. Robert Sharon Allen * ,2 k n ‘.L X^C|-^SSIF|£D 
jack Anderson 


tiff 

IS 

3 

iT 





y 

10. 

? 

11. 


12. 

i 

13. 

7 

14. 

// 

15. 


16. 

13 

17. 

fo 

18. 


19. 

ll 

20. 

n 

21. 


4. Robert Abercrombie Love tt P 

5. General Omar Nelson Bradley pf? 

s— 1 •* 

6. General Joseph Levitan Collins t~* 

7. General Hoyt Stanford Vandenberg » ,1 

8. William Morrow Fechtler — P 

9. General Charles Pearre Cabell — P 
Secretary Frank C. Pace - / =r 


// | 15. Admiral Sidney William Souers P 

j</r. James Felden Lay 3 National Security Council t* 


F 


Admiral Robert Lee Dennison P" 
General Robert B. Landry — P 
S.. Everett Gleason P* 

21, Dan A, Kimball. 


Mr, Edward H, Foley 3 Jr, ^ 
General Willis Matthews X. 
Colonel Chester 7, Clifton J 

if . 

EMCLC'SUhi: 


dtd not attend 
conference 


n v 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


Mr^J, 


FROM 


SUBJECT: 



ennrich 


A.• J, Marchessault 


date: December 2NL, 1951 

ToXson_ 

Ladd_ 

Clegg_ 

Slavin 


ALLEGED LEAK FROM WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE 
DECEMBER) 10, 1951 (ffi 

TO JACK^ANDERSON, MEG-MAN FOR DREW FEARS ON 
ESPIONAGE-I 



memm Tr p/sp 

To advise you that the Bureau files fail to reflect a 
common tie-in between Pearson, AHen and Anderson with those ^ 

individuals, who attended the White House conference on December 10, 

1951, 

BACKGROUND: 

For the purpose of ascertaining whether or not our files 
reflect a close relationship, a common incident, or a tie-up 
between Brew Pearson, Jack Anderson and Robert Sharo'h&AIlen with 
those individuals who attended the White House conference 
December 10, 1951, namely; Robert Ab&rcrombief&ovett, Genera l Omar 
NeljSOTtffiradley, General Joseph LawtoMM-cfflins. General Hoyt ^Stanford 
Lfahdenberg, William.Morpomjffi^chtler, .General Charles^Pearr^cmell, 

’ ' Secretary Frank O^MP€ce, Secretary Thomas KnightffiFfnletter, Acting 
Secretary FrancJj^J&rftffiitehair, Acting Secretary) Ja$es EdwirrvfWW&B, 

Mr, H, Freernaremattnews, Admiral Sidney Williawtffifauers, Mr,'fJ ames 
FelderfcMtfty, National Security Council, General Harry Hawkins^V&Ughan/y 
Admiral Robert Leeffi&Aftnison, General Robert nAA&rrhd-rii. .<?- m,iev<>+.+. 




^reason, Dan^Affi/Ktmhall, jfiie following check 


B^E^hdry, S^_ 
jk was made. 


Everett 


jyty 


The index~cards from Records Section were called on the above- 
named individuals together with all build-ups and break-downs. The 
cards pertaining to each individual were arranged numerically 
and each set'of cards were compared to the cards pertaining to , 

Drew Pearson, Jack Anderson and Robert Sharon Allen, whose cards 
were also set up numerically,As a result of the_above comparison 
a number of references were obtained whereby it was noted that the 
name of the individual attending the conference was also listed 
in the same piece of correspondence or report with that of the name 
of Drew Pearson or Allen or Anderson, In some references it was 
noted that the individuals names would appear in correspondence where 
both the Pearson and Anderson names appear. 


AJMsslw s? v.oJ 




INDEX® ‘ 97 


sii .v 4 


EX.-* 







Upon -the completion of comparing the index cards all 
references were pulled and reviewed and they failed to reflect 
a common incident or tie-up between the individuals attending 
the White House conference of December 10, 1951 and Pearson, 

Anderson and Allen, 

However, it is of interest to note that in two instances 
Drew Pearson released information of a confidential nature 
which information was in the possession of Mr, H, Freeman Matthews 
who it will be noted attended the White House conference of 
December 10, 1951, 

One of the above instances was in reference to a leak of 
information in the State Department in April of 1946, 

In April of 1946, U, S, Ambassador Bedell Smith had a 
two hour interview with Premier Stalin of Russia, Ambassador Smith 
furnished to the State Department on April 5, 1946[f in code, a 
message reflecting his talk with Premier Stalin, D~rew Pearson on 
Sunday evening, April 7, 1946 broadcasted the substance of this 
message. Investigation by the Bureau reflected that three copies 
of the code message was made up one of which was delivered to Mr, 

H, Freeman Matthews, Chief of the Division of European Affairs of 
the State Department, on April 6, 1946 which was prior to the 
Pearson broadcast of Sunday, April 7, 1946, Accordingly there is j/ 
no indication that Matthews furnished the information to Pearson 
and the investigation failed to fix responsibility for the leak 
of the information to Pearson, (62-58301-810,811,814,) 

The other instance of interest was information released 
by Drew Pearson in his column dated June 12, 1945, The information 
pertained to Mr, Harry Hopkins talks with Premier Stalin of Russia, 
in June of 1945, Investigation by the Bureau reflected that Harry 
Hopkins sent telegrams from Moscow; to President Truman reflecting 
the results of his talks with Premier Stalin, Copies of these 
■telegrams were distributed to various individuals among them being 
Mr, Crew, who is Acting Secretary of State and to H, Freeman Matthews, 
was was Director of the European Division of the State Department 
at the time. There is no indication that Matthews furnished 
Drew Pearson with the confidential information and the investigation 
failed to definitely fix responsibility for the leak of the information 
to Drew Pearson, (62-78172-42,32,52') 

RECOMMENDATION : 

It is recommended that this memo be made part of captioned 


£ - 



case. 







4 





' ACTION : 

That you authorise this memorandum be filed in the 
captioned case • 


■3- 
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Office Menwrandum • united states government 




TO s 
? FROM : 
SUBJECT: 


The Director 



PURPOSE i 


D+ M, Ladd 

Dr ew spears on Ccolumn of 12/15/51 kv 
Jack Northvtdrf-d(nderson, aka JacW-&nderson; 
Robert SWmllen (Column of 12/13/51), 
ESPIONAGE'- X 

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED-, 
DAT£r?i£&.&£T 


■date: January £,*1952 



Tolson r 

Ladd_ 

Clegg_ 

Olavln_ 

Nichol8_ 

Rosen_ t 

Tracy_ 

Harbo_ 

Belmont_ 
llohr_ 


Tele* Room_ 
Nease _ 


Gandy 


This is to advise that Ad mira l S ouer s was bri efed 
on January 3, 1952, regard-ing the contents of the report of 
SAC 'R'.£7 'Hood, dated December 22, 1951, and particularly regard- 
i n g~'th~ efd'eg pee of ^association between Director of Public Informa - 
tionf~Defense Department, Mr, Clayton Fritchey and of Under 
Secretary Francis P, IThitehair, Navy, with Drew Pearson, 


o 


DETAILS: 


In accordance with your instructions, Mr, Hennrich t alked 
with A,dmiral Souers of the^JIhite EP.use. on January~H regarding the 
repoTT~of~SIC~R. B,~Hood, dated December 22, 1951, which reflects 
thre^iziresirbgairtoyr'df~tlie alTeged leak from the Yfhite House conference 
of December 10, 1951, He was briefed as to the investigation and 
advised of the information developed relative to the degree of as¬ 
sociation between Director of Public Information Clayton Fritchey 
of the Defense Department and Drew Pearson, He was also acLvised 
of the contacts between Under Seeretary Francis P, Yfhitehair of the 
Navy and Drew Pearson, 

Admiral S ouers ady isjjd^th&$.-Ji.§~~ha.d„ .fust^about—completed 
reviewing the Bureau’ srep.qpi. He indicated .that h e_ felt ..jn o 
furttcer inquiries should be made in this matter and suggested that 
had he been handling the matter no investigation would have been 
reque'sbedrin the f irst place, He saijd that he thought that 
Admiral™Dennison had probably n needled ,f the President in connection 
with the request for an investigation inferring that Admiral 
Denhi~s~on was not aware o f t he problems involved in attempting to 
pi~h down responsibility for such a leak of information» Admiral 
Souers~'commented th at he f elt the_ investigation would have some 
good effects for a short peri.od^of time_in /that the various^agencies 
in'volved would be more security conscious . 






As you know, as far as the Bureau is concerned, all 
pending investigation has been completed • Secretary Lovett, ■* 
who originally requested the investigation, jpgs advised that 
in event further inquiries are desired he will so advise • 

ACTION: 


For your information . You will be advised of any 
additional developments • 



THE WHITE HOUSE 


WASHINGTON 


ALL FBI INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

DATE 10-10-2012 BY 60324 UC BAIJ/SAB/RYSU 


✓ 


January 5, 1992 


Mr. Tolson_*T 

3ur. (■' v»\n_ 

r-ii. =lbo- 

Mr. Tricy-_ 

Hr. L-w,hIin. 

Jl'il'« iVi O i . x\- 

x vl 2. } Oill- 

i-.Ir. Ncaao_ 

IilLr. Gandy— 


S?l 


Dear Mr. Hoover: \ - 

I wish to acknowledge receipt of your kind 
letter of December 26, 199lj with which you 
enclosed a copy of the report of Special Agent in 
Charge R. B. Hood, covering the investigation of 
the reported leak of information from the White 
House conference which was held on December 10, 

1991. 

I have examined the details of this report 
with considerable interest, and I am sincerely 
appreciative of your thoughtfulness in making it 
available to me. 

Sincerely yours. 


a 


mi w^etmas 


RECORDED -63 \^Jkk JS 


« 9 ! t952 

Honorable J. Edgar Hoover ^ 

Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 
U. S. Department of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 


65 JAN 101952 


& 
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6 


X 


SAC, Washington Field * . . January 4, 1952 

director, FBI 

•; drew?Pearson (Cplurm of 12/25/51 )py _ 

r cc /f ^ort&ftan 'andereonj g&g Jccfr Anderson 
Robert S&AUen (Column of 12/13/51) 

/| j ESPIONAGE; - X 

Re report SAC R» B. //ood dated December 22, 1952 . 

Fou are advised that no further investigationJs desired 
- in connection witft tftis matter and ^oa are authorised to clo^e 
your file • 

SSSSSSfc 
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di TO 


THE DIRECTOR 


FROM 


SUBJECT: 



date: December 27, 1952^ 

ToIson lr__ 

' / 


PURPOSE: 


matter. 


MR, D, M, LADD 

<D 

DREW PEARSON Mlolumn of December 15* 1951);y- . 
JACK NORTHMAN^ANDERSON* aka. Jack Anderson; f 'A'-ff'> 

ROBERT^sdfALLEN (Column of December 13, 1951); ~J/ I 
ESPIONAGE* - X QJJfr't 


fry- ./ 

j <— / ' * 

investtgation in this 


Tolso n *r 

Ladd_ 

Cleg g jT ' 

h w WB- 


Tracy_ 

Harbo_ 

Bolraont_ 
L r ohr_ 



Tele. Room_ 

Nease_ 

Gandy_ 
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2*0 submit a summary 'Of 
To advise: 


1, Our investigation is completed, 

2:, A report has been submitted to Secretary 
°f Defense Lovett and to Admiral Souers, 

3, Admiral Dennison has been advised that 
report submitted to Lovett, 

4, Admiral Souers is out of Washington, Will 
be briefed on his return January 4, 1952, 


a- 


BASIS OF INVESTIGATION: 


On De cember. 13 T .2951. Mr.,^R.o,be,rt, A,^Lovett., ^Secretary 
of Defense* advised that the President had instructed that he 
request the FBI to initiate an_ investigation of, a reported 
n lhxk* t ~~df"iriformation regarding Tup Secret matters discussed 
at^d'Mfiite House conference* December 10* -1951, Lovett stated 
JacmAnderson (leg-man for Pearson) had* on December 11* 1951* 
indicated to Under Secretary of the Navy Francis Whitehair that 
he had a column containing almost a verbatim account of what 
transpired at the December 10 conference. The President was 
notified and on his approved on December 12* 1951* General 
Omar Bradley sent for Anderson* reviewed the prepared column* 
and specif icaL ly requested deletion of two items for security 
reasons, Anderson had indicated entire column could not be 
n killed" and had already gone out on Bell Syndicate wires. 

He said he would recommend that two specified items be "killed,™ 

\ 



RECORDED -109 
& -13 

INDEXED • 10J 


JT 









Drew Pearson filed a column with the Bell Syndicate 
on December 11, 1951, It first appeared, to our knowledge, 
in the New York Daily Mirror on December 15, 1951. This 
column purported to report matters discussed at the 
December 10 conference and included quotes, Robert S, 

Allen filed a column with the Post-Hall News Syndicate on 
December 11, 1951, It first appeared, to our knowledge, 
in the New York• Post on December IS, 1951, This column 
also purported to report matters discussed at the December 
10 conference and included quotes. The Allen and Pearson 
columns were similar in most details. The Pearson column 
did include, when filed, the two items objected to by 
General Bradley, Pearson filed a correction to the column, 
eliminating these items, on December 12, 

THE DECEMBER 10. 1951 . CONFERENCE : 

On Saturday, December 8, 1951, the Preside nt 
instructed Admiral Dennison to arrange for a conference^to be 
he o Elf cti ve 

of the conference was to cl ear up cer tain matter s . cojncerning 

cease-fire negotiations ^i n^Kofe'al The sp ecific item precipi tating 
the~Fres'Went t s ' action was an an(i 

rehabilitation of roads^jtijrfJ&Id^sM. The President-thought 

tJfiF£~we~iBifn?&~fflr?n8Tbo0^ t s 

regard~yfCe"'Pfesident at that time in<LLcMMd~Mc. jmMJR&turn 
to~Wa shington for .thq conference, 

o f of ficials __ trayel^&Q^XIojzSddj where he was at that time, 

The Pre s i dent himself indie a t eji^t.h.o.se„who~~w.o.uld„J).e„.pxee ent 
at the conference, and the arran gements wer e „ made . hU-Admiral 
Dennisonf The persons^jjimfM were not .speeSfJeglly~~adpised 
as~to~~the nature of the conference, although from pending 
matters undlTH~Y}dWsi r deration they_jwonld—hav& — hean—aware—in a 
general way of items which wer e to be discusse d. There was, 
howe~vefj ra o designated or pr i nted agend a. The conference 
con pened..ak nappiiloa^mat.eIu^jMs^.O m! a»M» end adjourned at 
ap proxi mate !v-llI:A5<-a%-m, All persons present participated 
in the discussions, with the exception of General Cabell, 

Vaughan and Landry, and Admiral Dennison, There was ex¬ 
tensive discussion of the cease-fire negotiations in Korea, 
including objectives of the United Nations Forces and 
concessions which could be made in order to attain a cease¬ 
fire, There was also extensive discussion regarding the 
NATO planning and the European situation in general, The 
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conference was generally of a briefing nature, but^^in 
additionry'osuXted^iW^dctibn "congerning, at,.l.ejgst^qm 

in his negoti ations _with_ Communist _Ghdn&.ox^a.^ r G&agje*fire, 
including concessions on repair and rehabilitation. 


The foll ow ing persons^ attended the Begenp.gr :; ,10 
conference and they Have all been interviewed, except the 
President^ 


President Truman 

'Secretary of Defense Robert A. Lovett 
-General Omar Bradley, Chief of Staff 
'General J. Lawton Collins, Army 
'General Hoyt S • Vandenberg, Air 
'Admiral William Fechteler, Navy 

-General Charles P. Cabell, Director of Joint Chiefs of Staff 
>Secretary France C. Pace, Army 
-Secretary Thomas K. Finletter, Air 
Acting Secretary Francis P. Whitehair, Navy 
Acting Secretary James E. Webb, State 
-Mr* H. Freeman Matthews, State 
Admiral Sidney Souers, White Bouse 
■James Lay, National Security Council 
-General Harry Vaughan, White House 
",Admiral Robert L. Dennison, White House 
'General Robert Landry, White House 

Mr. Joseph Short, White House Press Secretary, and 
others who u on a need-to-Jcnow basis" were furnished information 
regarding certain phases of the conference, were also inter¬ 
viewed . 


The interviews reflected that n o , one took n otes 
during the con fe.nence~~except-~James.^Lay, wh o turnedTHbem over 
to the Pres ident, and that no one^ diet,ateJ^jaAmemorandum on 
tfie conference * except Secreta/ryXFinletten,^.whonejmemorgndurn 
m adre~brVef~re:ferehc e to iheuoMnf^&np^an^jga^Mr.eoMA at 
wiiat was n ot dlsc ussed. A ll oop ie.s..jof„.tJia&jmemQrMndMM.*were 
a ccounte d for. ~TheHntgjvieMO^dd.^nflf^jMdSMadieAoho^m^gh,t be 

responsible for an y "1 ea,k"_pf^infnrmatton.from~the-~confe.renee. 

. - ...— " '* r - r 






THE AILEN-PEARSON 0PLUMS 


The columns filed fjj^JlgJyej£$^&*^AlIe>n™aiid u J)£ezPafear8on 
ave written in a style which. would indicate, .that . v thers- 
had first-hand'~7?nmi'edge~'of‘ what went_ on_gt^M^Jl9M?T enGe } 
des^ribiffTh^Pr^d^nt^s striding into the room, grinning, 
shaking hands all around, etc • The columns then^jarpjOTt^t^o 
give with continuity hig]h^lig]its^o^^ddAg3M^Sga§^0;f^h e 
i S % f Sn nS *r~ m rof®ii oolumns are U nit'd t? dUeutti ont 
on x tfte^ce‘dse-fire n egotia nt ions , 

It was the cons ensus of those per sons interviewed 
and who had read the columns that the^WPV&M^ w MZn^dtlps 1V 
accurate as t o the po ints dinnePtipnwiththe ^ 
cem^ffn^ntfotratifiip, but relatively. 
qurn^d^mmm^o the individuals present. In this 
ctfrCite^tTWfrt~wd8r6ted there 

among the persons interviewed as to exactly what was^ saia by 
particulajfJnMvMuals* It was the conpg& s M^9f^M 3e 
interviewed who had read the columns tha^jp]xe,y^jDe,rg. >r pjiepared 
wfifTanTast some infoxmtSmM^to~pg^ 

cdhferencef'pdrticularip regard^if^jiea^e^iT^^gpti^ions, 
andTprobably from a'common source. Gene^dVjand^iberg 
commented reqardin p r th e^Alle.n^ca2umn^nat^the^arta£AP^&i ® 
not'Teflect thereal^pupppM.e.^ofAha^MMMng» General Vanden- 
berq beltevesTiT Vo uld hape^beenpreparedbyjgmepne^ho 
ha d clo sely folio we d'th aforean situation..and public state¬ 
ments ofp os itions^jpae.ladMed m by^Jie^mL^M^dgAhf^QMpf G 

o-f-me meeting: At the time, of his interview, the Pearson 
column was not available • As indicated above, Pearson s 
column is similar in context . Al^Me.mM-exu.iewed^wte had 
read the columns indicated it__wo.uld, hgve^bee.n.JieGessary..to 
havTdfcesTto'arffeastJ}its of information regarding dfs- 
cuss ions at the o^on^exenks^ ijtrQ&de'fi ,Qolrmns. 

At ^ least two^ tems^gf particular..sS.gn~ifig3nce 
regarding cease-fire discussions were, not reported m tne 
columns; namely, General Collins made a statement that 
Koreaco^drfrbf:^f^ilfifS8^felec^onjieaT) - the 
vcoT^TfS^attrTbuted him as saying that Korea could be held 
\until u hell freezes over n ; also, the general theme of the 
\discussion on concessions was conditioned upon what has 









>- 


■been referred to as 11 the greater sanction, " which contemplates 
the laying down of broad general t erms of an armistice, with 
the firm and final determination and declaration that if the 
conditions are violated, the United Nations will take strong 
retaliatory action, including . all out war against Communist 
China* The columns failed to comment on this* 

MISCELLANEOUS : 

Inve sti gat ion devel opedjbhat_giayton Fritchey, 

Director of PubTTc~Xnformation, Department of Defend, was 

v and 

had exhiifited to h i m a. c op.y^ of ikhS^JB^dJi^OJi^cclumn * He 
apparently is ~oh closp i ^fjatepdly^Jiejims.^JDlj:]i^,PpaTispn^and^his 
wife* Fritahey admit s he ., has known Pearson foT„.ten,Nears 
and vi s its h im^pe^ 7 d^.ic.ally-'db out- once-a^mon th . There^i, s 
fi o j ndi cai/ion ~bhQ,is JFTiijChGy- .xlccsss^^q in^f o tmi&m i&ti, oty ohe 

Dece mber 10 co nfe re nee pri o r, to December^!?* 

Under SecretaryfWhitehair had previously been 
visited bv Pec ^onZo W^^,j^c^s^jm§ s and also by Fi^d 
Blumenthal, a Pearson employee)* Whitehair called Pearson 
on~Decembe r~ W, with the President's approval, for the 
purpose of "killing n the Pearson column* Whitehair 
indicated concern that he might be blamed for the leak . 

Pearson told Whitehair he should not be apprehensive , for 
he had not told Pearson anything* Pearson commented that 
he was an old friend of General Bradley and that many other 
friends of his were at the conference* He named Finletter, 

{ Vandenberg, and Jimmy Webb in this connection* 

OBSERVATIONS : 

It is to be noted that int erviews were i nitiated 
prior to our obtaining, the Pearson and ,Allen columns* Certain 
pe fsons^Thterviewed had pot seen the columns and r -thei.I -comments 

material, con- 

taThed^therein* Inasmuch as the objective of the investigation ^ 
was theidentification of any person who may have been responsible 
for a "leak" of information, it was not deemed advisable to 
reinterview those persons specifically to obtain their comments 
as to the accuracy of the Allen and Pearson columns, particularly 
since those persons who will review the report were actually 
present at the conference and know what transpired* The 
only persons who attended the conference who had no knowledge 
of~the contents of either column at thetime ofthe^interview 
were~Genefdl Robert Landry and Secretary Thomas K* Finletter* 













ACTION i 


Secretary of Defense Robert A* Lovett was advised 
of the investigation conducted to date on December 21, 

1951, He commented, without identifying the source, that 
the theory had been presented to him that an astute news¬ 
paperman could have written the columns without actually 
having access to the facts discussed at the conference, 

He commented that many items were inaccurate and that the 
columns made no reference to many items discussed, At 
that time, he specifically stated that Drew Dearson, Jack 
Anderson, and Robert S, Allen should not be interviewed 
"at this time," He also stated that no further investi¬ 
gation was desired at this time on the basis of information 
developed, 


A copy of the report of SAC R, B, Hood, dated at 
Washington, D, C., December 22, 1951, was forwarded to 
Secretary Lovett by letter of December 26, 1951• The 
letter confirms his request that no interviews should be 
had with Pearson, Anderson, and Allen, and specifically 
requests Secretary Lovett's advice as to whether further 
investigation is desired, 

A copy of SAC Hood's report was forwarded to 
Admiral Souers under date of December 26, Souers is 
presently in Florida and will return on January 3, 1952, 

An appointment has been made by Mr, Hennrich to brief 
Admiral Souers on January 4, 

Admiral Dennison has been advised that the report 
in this matter has been delivered to Secretary Lovett, 

You will be advised of the briefing of Admiral 
Souers upon his return to Washington and of any further 
developments in this matter. 
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title DREW PEARSON / 7 

(Column of December 15, 1951) ' > 

JACK NORTHMAN ANDERSON, aka Jack Anderson 
ROBERT S'. ALLEN 

(Column of December 13. 1951)_ 


CHARACTER OF CASE 


ESPIONAGE - X 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


On 12/11/51 JACK ANDERSON, Reporter for DREW PEARSON, / 
^ approached FRANCIS E-^-WHITEHAIR, Under S ecretary of 
^ Navy, asked some innocuous questions'concerning back-' 

, |f 4 ground of White House conference held preceding date; 
jJ then confronted WHITEHAIR with statements attributed 
«‘y; Y? 5 h to participants at conference, requesting verification. 
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'/> WHITEHAIR states he rebuked ANDERSON and declined to 

5 f) comment on conference; reported matter to DAN KIMBALL, 

Secretary of Navy, and facts of proposed PEARSON 
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column furnished President TRUMAN. On request, ANDERSON 
"a submitted pertinent portion of proposed news column 
* for 12/15/51 release to General OMAg^BRADLEY on 12/12/51. 
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£ Specific objection to phraseology of two items in 0 

0? column made by General BRADLEY on security grounds, '£> 
p and PEARSON made requested changes. Column of ROBERT [ ' 

4 S. ALLEN appearing in 12/13/51 issue of New York Post 
>«. reported substantially same information as PEARSON r , 
^possessed relative to Presidential conference of 12/10/ ■ ^ . 
0 Columns referred to set forth. News dispatches re- L / ’ j 
» ferring to specific items discussed at conference set / 
£ forth as of interest to instant investigation. At • / 

^ res ^^ en ^' s request, investigation conducted to de- 
\ termine whether leak may have emanated from any person 
J in attendance at White House conference. All par- 
» ticipants at conference interviewed as well as those 
identified as having knowledge of items discussed 
v there. These interviews did not result in identification 
of any person^responsible for leak of information. V 
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DETAILS s AT WASHINGTON, D. C. 

This investigation was initiated on a request of the President 
through Secretary of Defense ROBERT A. LOVETT,. On December 13* 1951* 

Secretary LOVETT advised Assistant Director ALAN H. BELMONT and Inspector 
CARL E. HENNRICH that the President had requested him to inform the Bureau 
that an investigation should be made concerning information in the possession 
of JACK ANDERSON, leg man for DREW PEARSON, which information it was believed 
came from one of the government representatives attending a White House 
conference on December 10, 1951* presided over by President TRUMAN. The 
information concerned was of a Ho p secret” nature. 

At that time Secretary LOVETT advised that the Defense Department 
had been considering four primary points in connection with the present 
cease-fire discussions in Korea and which points were presently matters of 
conflict between the United States and the Communist peace representatives. 

He stated that as a result of the feeling of the President that Some of 
these matters were in need of further discussion, a conference was called 
by the President for 10;30 A.M., December 10* 1951* and the 'White House 
issued invitations to those whose attendance was desired. 

Mr. LOVETT stated he had determined the following individuals were 
present at the conferences 

1 President TRUMAN 

* Secretary of Defense ROBERT A.- LOVETT 
: General OMAR BRADLEY, Chief of'staff 
General J. LAWTOEkeOLLINS, Army 
. General HOYT S^VANDENBERG, Air 
Admiral WILLIAM^ECHTELER, Navy 
, General CHARLES P*,-CABELL, Director of Joint Chiefs of Staff 
Secretary FRANK Cr'PAGE, Army 
, Secretary THOMAS K^FINLETTTR, Air 
Acting Secretary FRANCIS P. 1HITEHAIR, Navy 
Acting Secretary JAMES Er(T;EBB, State 
Mr. H. FREEMAN-MATTHEWS, State 
Admiral SIDNEY-SOUERS, White House 
JAMES'lAJ, National Security Council 
, ; General HARRTrVAUQHAN, White House 

. Admiral ROBERT L. -DENNISON, White House 
General ROBERT> ; LANTRY, White House 

Mr. LOVETT, during the interview, furnished a summary of the various 
matters which were discussed at the conference. Mr* LOVETT advised that because 
of the widespread interest which had been general in connection with the con¬ 
ference, newspaper reporters were present at the White House in great number 
and at the conclusion of the conference were clamoring for information. He 
advised that to his knowledge, Mr. JOSEPH-'-SJfORT, press correspondent for the 
White House, advised the reporters that the conference had discussed world 
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affairs including Korea and made no further statement. 

Mr. LOVETT informed that he had taken no notes daring the conference 
and subsequent thereto, had prepared no written record of the matters covered 
at the conference* He further informed that there was no recording o f the 
conference and that no written agenda had been prepared specifying the items 
to be discussed. 

Secretary LOVETT advised that on the afternoon of December 12, 1951, 
JACK ANDERSON, leg man for DREW PEARSON, contacted Acting Secretary of the 
Navy 1HITEHAIR and showed to Mr* TOETEHAIR or read to him a story which pur¬ 
ported to be alm ost a verbatim account of the important matters set forth 
above which were discussed at the conference. He stated that Mr. WHITEH&IR 
was shocked and informed ANDERSON that it would be wrong to publish this 
material. Mr, LOVETT stated that Mr. WHITEHAIR brought this to the attention 
of the President. He stated that the President informed General BRADLEY who 
called either PEARSON or ANDERSON and asked that the material be brought over 
so that he might examine it. He stated that about 7:00 P.M. on the same day 
ANDERSON came to see General BRADLEY and brought the story with him. He stated 
that the story was read by General BRADLEY and his Aides, ColonaLJGKfE'TON and 
ColoneKMATTHEWS. ‘ “ 

- - - He stated that General BRADLEY attempted to get ANDERSON to "kill" 
the story entirely but ANDERSON advised him that he had checked with PEARSON 
and that the story was already on the Bell Syndicate wires and would come out 
Saturday, December 15, 1951* He stated that ANDERSON informed General BRADLEY 
that it was impossible to "kill" the story. He further added that General 
BRADLEY and his Aides marked in red pencil two parts which they stated would 
be especially injurious to the security of this country and that ANDERSON 
informed General BRADLEY that he would recommend that these two parts be deleted. 

Mr. LOVETT stated that the first part was a statement attributed 
to the President that if we did not get a cease-fire by December 27 , we should 
arrange to extend the time. The second part related to concessions we might 
be prepared to make to the Communists* Mr. LOVETT advised that he did not 
know the full contents of ANDERSON'S article. He stated that neither Mr. 
Y/HITEHAIR nor General BRADLEY had secured a copy of ANDERSON'S article and that 
the only source from which the contents could be obtained in the government 
would be recollections of Mr. bEETEHAIR, General BRADLEY, and General BRADLEY'S 
two aides. He stated that he did not know the exact excerpts of ANDERSON'S 
article which shocked Mr. 1HITEHAIR but rather was of the opinion it was the 
fact that ANDERSON had what appeared to be an accurate report of the conference* 

Secretary LOVETT pointed out that ANDERSON'S story appeared to have 
background which would indicate that it must have come from someone actually 
at the conference. He furnished as an example that the article started out 
by saying that the President, tanned and fit, walked briskly into the 
conference room and shook hands with everyone including his own "Elite House 
Aides. 
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INTERVIEW WITH FRANCIS P. WHITEHAIR 


Mr, FRANCIS P. WHITEHAIR, Undersecretary of the Navy since August 6, 
195l } was interviewed at his office on December 16, 1951} by Special Agents 
MAURICE A. TAILOR and CARL E. GRAHAM* 

Mr* WHITEHAIR advised that he had attended the White House Conference 
bn December 10 as substitute for Secretary DAN^ECBALL* At the conclusion 
of the conference, he departed alone, returning immediately to the Pentagon 
Building, He made no notes or memoranda but furnished a resume of the con¬ 
ference to Secretary KIMBALL the same afternoon and discussed the matter 
with no one else. 

On the following afternoon, December 11, Mr. WHITEHAIR returned 
to his office betwee n 5 and 6 p.m,, at which time he was informed by an b6 

aide. Marine Captain l ~| that JA.CK ANDERSON was waiting to see him, b 7 c 

ANDERSON had no previous appointment with Mr, WHITEHAIR, and they were not 
acquainted. Mr. WHITEHAIR advised that he talked with ANDERSON a short 
time in his office and found him to be an attractive, personable young man. 

He advised ANDERSON indicated he would not take much of Mr, WHITEHAIR 1 s 
time, adding that he covers the Pentagon for DREW PEARSON and Mr. PEARSON 
wanted ANDERSON to become acquainted with Mr. YfflITEHAIR. They exchanged 
a few pleasantries and then ANDERSON stated he understood Mr, WHITEHAIR 
Was at the big meeting, YfflITEHAIR replied, n Iou know there are a lot of 
big meetings.** ANDERSON stated, **No, no, I mean the one at the White 
House,** Mr* WHITEHAIR stated he remarked that unfortunately Secretary 
KIMBALL had been away, intimating that he had replaced Mr. KIMBALL, 

ANDERSON then asked who was present at the conference, and WHITEHAIR ad¬ 
vised ANDERSON that the national interests precluded him from giving him 
this information. ANDERSON then inquired whether any jokes were told at 
the meeting. YfflITEHAIR again advised ANDERSON that the best interests of 
the country made it impossible to discuss the conference. He thinks he 
mentioned this was merely the renewal of the bimonthly meeting of the 
President with the Joint Chiefs of Staff* 

Mr. YfflITEHAIR advised that ANDERSON thereupon pulled from his pocket 
a glossy yellow or gold paper folded like a newspaper and, reading from this 
paper, inquired if it were not true that General VANDENBERG had stated that we 
should reach an armistice with the Communists and thereafter withdraw. Also, 
General VANDENBERG had contended that we should not bomb beyond the Talu 
River. Mr. WHITEHAIR declined to answer this query. ANDERSON then inquired 
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if JIMMSTfSEBB had not stated that we should reach an armistice and impose a 
threat to the Communists in the event the terms of this armistice were violated. 
Mr. WHITEHAIR refused to answer this question also. ANDERSON then inquired 
if Admiral FECHTELBR did not oppose the above proposition of including a 
warning and threat to the Communists in the event of an armistice violation. 

Mr. WHITEHAIR stated he told ANDERSON that Admiral FSCHT3LER talks very little 
about anything. WHITEHAIR stated ANDERSON was persistent and inquired whether 
WHITEHAIR saw the President and he may have also asked regarding the President 
being tanned. WHITEHAIR advised he may have indicated that he saw the 
President, which was obvious, and could not recall whether he had commented 
on the suntan of the President. He advised ANDERSON then put the paper in 
his pocket and he lectured ANDERSON briefly, pointing out such material may 
be dangerous to the security of the United States and afford comfort to the 
enemy. He stressed ANDERSON should draw no inferences from anything stated 
by WHITEHAIR. 


Mr. IiHITEHAIR expressed the belief that ANDERSON ’s original inten¬ 
tion was to merely obtain anecdotes or pleasantries for background or window 
dressing for his column and had not intended to reveal his material to 
WHITEHAIR, but this was a development from WHITEHAIR>s refusal to cooperate 
from the outset. 

Mr. I'JHITEHAIR advised on early Wednesday morning, December 12, he 
discussed the above incident with Secretary KIMBALL relating the entire story. 
He understands thereafter Secretary KCLBALL related the ANDERSON incident to 
Admiral FECKTEEER, and later in the morning Admiral FECHTEEER brought the 
matter to the attention of Admiral DENNISON of the White House who had visited 
the Pentagon about 11:30 a.m. on another matter. Mr. WHI5EHAIR surmised that 
Admiral DENNISON had informed President TRUMAN as Admiral DEI®ISON contacted 
him later in the day and reported the President desired that WHITEHAIR report 
this matter to the attention of Secretary of Defense LOVETT and inform 
Mr, LOVETT that the FBI should be advised. 

Mr. WHITEHAIR stated he felt the most immediate thing was to prevent 
publication of the story,if possible, and at his suggestion. Admiral DENNISON 
obtained authorization of the President for WHITEHAIR to contact DREW PEARSON. 
About 5 p.m., December 12, Mr. WHITEHAIR phoned FEARSON whom he had met on 
several prior occasions since his appointment as Undersecretary and appealed 
to PEARSON to withhold the column from publication. He stated he based his 
request on two grounds; first, that he was newly appointed and trying to per¬ 
form his job and did not wish to become involved as a result of PEARSON ! s 
action in sending his representative to make friends- with WHITEHAIR and then 
asked a scries of questions about a confidential conference. Mr. WHITEHAIR r s 
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second and most important argument was that the disclosure of the conference 
discussions might well impair the security of the country. He stated PEARSON 
was somewhat apologetic and said he el shed T-JHITEH4IR had called him yesterday 
and then told .vKITSKAIR that he need not worry, that he had not told AI'JDSRSGM 
anything, and insisted that the statement would not hurt the President or the 
country and, as a matter of fact, he thought the President would like it. 



- Mr. WillTEHAIR advised that his senior aide. Captain 

_ US1T, had listened to the conversation with PSARSON and submitted 

following memorandum: 


the 


b6 

b7C 


”12 December 1551 


I "At about 1735 Wednesday, 12 December, the Under Secretary directed 

( me to get Hr. Drew Pearson on the phone for him and to listen in. There fol- 
\ lows the substance of the conversation: “ 

"Mr. bhitehair said that as Mr. Pearson knew, Mr, Anderson was in 
to see him yesterday afternoon. That Hr. Anderson and he had chatted for a 
while and that Mr, Anderson started asking about the President's conference 
Monday morning, as to who was there, and if there were any jokes told, etc. 

Hr. ^hitehair gave him some innocuous answers, to innocuous questions, but 
when Mr. Anderson asked other questions and brought out a notepad to take 
notes, the Under Secretary told him not to do that, that he could not talk 
about the conference. Mr. Whitehair then said to Vx. Pearson that if he 
planned to publish anything about this conference he wished that he would re¬ 
consider and not do it, because if he had anything it might hurt our national 
interests, and since it was well known that Hr. Anderson had been in to see 
the Under Secretary he might be blamed for the leak. 

"Mr. Peanson said that he had already released a brief outline of 
the conference saying that the President would like a truce, providing no 
serious concessions were necessary, etc., but that he didn't see that 
Mr. bhitehair should be apprehensive, as Andersen had told him that bhitehair 
hadn't told him anything, and that General Bradley and he (Pearson) were old 
friends and had talked this situation over many times, and that many other 
friends of his (Pearson's) were at the conference: Finletter, Vandenberg, and 
Jimmy Webb, 


"Mr. bhitehair protested again, stating he was new here, trying to 
do a job and certainly didn't want to get involved in such a matter, and that 
it was now known that Anderson had been to Mr. Kimball's office and hadn't 
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"gotten in to see Mr. Kimball, and had then come dom to see him (Mr. Hhitehair) 
— Mr. White hair not then knowing that Anderson had tried but had been unable 
to see Mr. Kimball first, 

"Mr. Pearson then said that Anderson was trying to see Hr. Kimball 
on an entirely different matter, and had had instructions to get in to meet 
Mr* Hhitehair, and further that he (Pearson) thought the article was a pretty 
good one, favorable to the President and 'to the military, and would do the 
President some good, and certainly not hurt our national interests. 

"Mr, V/hitehair said that he was glad to hear that, and thanked 
Mr. Pearson." 

In connection with his acquaintance with DRErf PEARS Oil, Mr* bHIQEHAIR 
advised that when he was General Counsel for the Economic Stabilization Ad¬ 
ministration, he had been invited to the PEARS® home, along with HIKE DiSALIE, 
but had not accepted the invitation. Shortly after his appointment as Under¬ 
secretary of llavy, he was again invited to the PEARSON home for an informal 
buffet dinner on a Saturday afternoon and accepted. He recalled that he went 
in his car and drove Justice HUGO BLACK and his wife, who were also guests. 
Others present included DREW PEARSON, a sister of Hr. PEARSON , Attorney ABE 
EORTAS and his wife. WALTER CRONKHITE, radio commentator, and | 

Mr. bHITSHAIR also recalled 

that PEARS® had paid him a casual visit one afternoon on a subsequent occa¬ 
sion inquiring how he liked his job and exchanging pleasantries. On one other 
occasion PEARSON had been in the Pentagon to contact the Secretary of Navy 
and dropped in for a brief visit with Mr. IJHITEHA3R. Mr. bHITEHAIR advised 
he had never furnished PEARSON with any information. 

Hr. WHITEBAIR advised he did not know ROBERT S. ALLEN. He advised 
that he was not acquainted with JACK ANDERSON prior to the meeting described 
above and did not know anv other individual employed by PEARSON with the ex¬ 
ception of l He explained he had met I previously on i 

two occasions in' his office. This occurred in connection with a controversy 1 
growing out of efforts of the Harvey Machine Company to negotiate a twenty- 
seven million dollar loan from the Government. Considerable opposition devel¬ 
oped because of alleged inefficiency of the Harvey Machine Company in manu¬ 
facturing defective shells for the Government during the war. 

DRSlv PEARSON apparently had interested h imself in opposing the loan 
effo rts of the H arvey Company and sent | to see bHITEHAIR, at which 

time | | displayed a confidential Navy document to bHITEHAIR * Sometime 

thereafter, 1again visited bHITEHAIR and the latter returned the 
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document to 


stating he 

static copies. He saic 

1 


_| was surprised, stating he thought 

WHITEHAIR would retain the document. 


had made photo- 


b6 

b7C 


The "New York Post” column of ROBERT S. ALIEN published December 13, 
195l, was displayed to Mr. WHITEHAIR, who stated it was pretty accurate and 
undoubtedly based upon the knowledge of someone who had attended the con¬ 
ference# He stated the quotations attributed to the President and General 
COLLINS appeared reasonably accurate but observed that in connection with 
the column's statement that the Communists cannot drive us out of Korea, 
COLLINS had stated "For my money, the Communists cannot drive us out of 
Korea," rather than "until hell freezes over" as indicated in the ALLEN 
column* Mr* WHITEHAIR was positive General COLLINS had not said "until 
hell freezes over*" 


Mr* WHITEHAIR thought that the quotations and alleged statements 
of General BRADLEY were rather accurate with the exception that he did not 
recall that General BRADLEY had portrayed the Communists as playing off 
their efforts to demand concessions on airfields against the rotation of 
troops advocated by the U*N* He recalled that both matters were discussed 
in General BRADLEY 1 s presentation of the various points at issue in the 
truce negotiations, ’with reference to the quotations of‘General VANDENBERG 
in the column, Mr. WHITEHAIR advised he could not recall that General 
VANDENBERG had argued particularly about airfields but possibly this was ’ 
mentioned* 


Mr. WHITEHAIR advised that his contribution to the conference 
touched briefly upon the fact that he was new in his job and his knowledge 
of the behavior and characteristics of the orientals, Koreans in partic ula r, 
in the light of his many years 1 experience in the Far East as a Mili tary 
Government Specialist and Prisoner of War Officer* He stated that base^ 
on his knowledge of oriental psychology, he offered the opinion to the con¬ 
ference that the Communists would prolong negotiations indefi ni tely and then 
say no, which supported the position of Admiral FECH TELER * * 

Concerning an alleged leak of information relative to the pro¬ 
ceedings at the White House conference, Mr* WHIIEHAIR stated he could offer 
no suggestions as to the identity of any person in attendance who may have 
been responsible for a leak, if a leak occurred* 


f/ fh 1 0/r& fr&tJ {*%* *?/*** 




WFO 65-6060 

MAT:bar:dd;J 




interview with secretary of navy dan kemball 


Secretary of Navy DAN KEMBALL was Interviewed at hie office 
in the Pentagon on the afternoon of December 18, 195l> by Special Agents 
CARL 35. GRAHAM and MAURICE A. TAYLOR. 

Secretary KIMBALL advised that he was out of the city at the 
time of the White House Conference on the morning of December 10, - 1951, 
and was represented at the conference by Under Secretary FRANCIS-WHiTEHAIR, 
who returned to the Pentagon before noon, at which time he furnished Mr. 
KIMBALL with a general summary of what had transpired at the conference. 

He recalled in particular that Mr. WMiiEHAIR had informed him concerning 
the rsmarts made by Mr. WHITEHAIR and Admiral WILLIAM FEC3EEEIER. Mr. 

KEMBALL advised he had made no notes, and that no memoranda had been 
prepared on the above discussion or the conference. He also stated he 
had no further discussions with anyone concerning the conference proceedings. 

Secretary KEMBALL stated that on the following afternoon, 

December 11, 1951, he had returned to his office about 4:50 P.M., at 
which time his secretary advised that JACK ANDERSON had wanted to see 
him. Secretary KEMBALL told the girl that he did not wish to see ANDERSON 
at all. However, he learned that ANDERSON had left his office and had 
gone down to visit Mr. WHITEHAIR. Later that evening, or early the next 
morning, WHITEHAIR reported to Secretary KEMBAIL that ANDERSON had questioned 
him concerning the White House Conference and thereafter read several 
items from notes indicating he had been briefed on a number of matters 
discussed at the conference. On the same morning, Mr. KEMBALL informed 
Admiral FBCH3 EIER of the above developments and Admiral FECHEEIER advised 
he would inform Admiral DENNISON of the White House. Mr. KIMBALL understood 
that Admiral DENNISON had advised President TRUMAN on the same date. 
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INTERVIEW TOE ADMIRAL WILIAM M^PEfcHTELER 

T . 11 ■ ' ^ ” 1 m m >■mm — • ■ ir-. 


Admiral WILLIAM M. FECHTELER, Chief of Naval Operations, Kiras 
interviewed on December 15, 1951, by Special Agents MAURICE A. TAYLOR 
and CARL E« GRAHAM, at the office of Admiral FECHTELER, Room i|E, 632 , 
Pentagon* 


Admiral FECHTELER recalled he had attended the White House 
Conference held at 10:30 A.M., December 10, 1951* He advised that he 
did not take any notes during the conference and made no memoranda 
thereafter pertaining to the conference; he also advised he had not dis¬ 
cussed the proceedings of the conference with anyone* 

Admiral FECHTELER furnished the substance of his own contribution 
to the conference, which covered a single item. Admiral FECHTELER 
voiced his misgivings to an earlier State Department proposal that 
the sixteen member nations of the UN forces represented in Korea issue 
a threat to the Communists of dire consequences to be visited on them 
if a violation of the armistice agreement occurrs. In this connection. 
Admiral FECHTELER urged that he did not believe in threats or in 
committing ourselves to a course of action which we might not be able or 
find desirable to effectuate at the time when some violation occurred, 
and he stressed he did not believe in issuing threats in any event* 

Admiral FECHTELER furnished the background of instant matter 
as known to him, advising that he first learned of the EEARSON-ANDERSON 
leak on Wednesday morning, from Secretary DM KIMBALL, as they were going 
to a conference together* Secretary KIMBALL related that on the previous 
day ANDERSON had an appointment with FRANCIS VJHITEHAIR, during which 
ANDERSON questioned Mr. YffllTEHAIR concerning the conference, and then 
read from a paper concerning the details of the conference, which alarmed 
WHITEHAIR, who reported the matter to Secretary KIMBALL* Admiral 
FECHTELER advised that after lunch he had occasion to talk with Admiral 
DENNISON, White House Attache, and DENNISON first learned of the leak from 
Admiral FECHTELER, and subsequently the matter was reported to the 
President* 


Admiral FECHTELER pointed out he did not know DREW PEARSON, 
JACK ANDERSON, or any known PEARSON employee, and he had no specific 
suggestion as to how any leak may have occurred* 

Admiral FECHTELER was made cognizant of the column by ROBERT 
S. ALLEN in the “New York Post” of December 13, 1951* which column 
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purported to contain the substance of the "White House Conference. 

Admiral FECEPEIER said he could not verify the accuracy of the ALIEN 
column as to actual quotations, "but in all, considered the ALIEN column 
to he substantially an accurate report of remarks which were included in 
the c onf erence. He expressed the "belief that the ALIEN column must have 
been prepared with assistance from someone who was present at the 
conference, and he concluded he could not point out any inaccuracies 
in the ALIEN column. 

Admiral EECEEEIER was asked concerning the item reportedly in the 
ANL3RS0N column to the effect that we would seek an extension beyond the 
de adline of December 27 , 1951, in the event details were not completed prior 
to that date. Admiral EEOHTSIER stated he did not recall the President 
had indicated we would seek or permit extension beyond the December 27 
deadline, although he thinks the date may have been mentioned during 
the conference. He did recall that the President in substance said we 
should not mak e any concessions which we will regret later. 

In conclusion, Admiral E2CHEEIEB advised that during the 
proceedings he did not observe anybody coming into or leaving the room, 
and recalled when the meeting concluded, approximately 11:40 A.M., 
everyone left the White House at about the same time. 


lu 


OOrft 






;jfo 65 -6 060 
CEH:MAT:bra 



l 



Hg§M WITH GENERAL OMAR BRADLEY 


General OMAR BRADLEY, Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, was 
interviewed by Inspector CARL E. HEINRICH and Special Agent M. A. TAILOR. 

General BRADLEY advised he was informed by the President of the 
leak to DREI’7 PS ARSON, which was exposed when JACK AiDERSON approached FRANCIS 
.JHITEHAIR to confirm material obviously originating at the conference. 

General BRADLEY stated that about 6:00 P .]•!., December 12, 1951, he had 
visited the White House at which time the President told him of the dis¬ 
closure and expressed great ooncern that the truce negotiations would be 
jeopardized ohrough an untimely news item. General BRADLEY volunteered to 
see if he~could prevent publication of the information in PEARSON'S possession. 
General BRADLEY stated he ascertained from a source at the 'Washington Post" 
that the PEARSON column was not made up for publication in the "Post" for 
December 13 and lli, which would be Thursday and Friday of the week of the 
conference. General BRADLEY advised that his press aide. Colonel C. V. CLIFTON, 
thereafter telephoned JACK ANDERSON, who came over to the office of General 
BRADLEY about 7:30 P.M., December 12, 1951* 

General BRADLEY related that when ANDERSON arrived at the office 
of General BRADLEY he displayed a typewritten copy of a column to General 
BRADLEY and his assistants. Colonel WILLIS MATTHEWS and CHSSTL*ifeLIFTON. 

General BRADLEY read aloud the portions of the column dealing with the white 
House conference of December 10. His recollection was that the column re¬ 
ferred to the conference as an important White House conference and described 
the President's entering the conference room, making a joking reference to 
his suntan, and proceeding around the conference table shaking hands with 
each individual present. General BRADLEY recalled the column indicated that 
General BRADLEY^had led off by outlining the military situation in Korea, in 
which Ceneral BRADLEY was fairly optimistic. 


Subsequently, reference was made in the column to a statement 
atbriouted to Admiral XULLIAi FECH'IELER to the effect that the Navy was ready 
to perform its mission any time, anywhere in the Korean war. General BRADLEY 
believed there may have beena^reference to a statement allegedly made at the 
conference by General HOYAMDSNE-ERG, but stated later he believed this was 
mentioned by AiDERSON verbally. 

ueneral 0 RAIL- Y advised that he also recalled two items in particular 
which he pointed out to AIDERSON as very undesirable and which JL PERSON agreed 
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to change to conform with suggestions of General BRADIEY. One of these iteras 
quoted the President as saying we ought to do everything we could to get a 
cease-fire, but should not make any concessions we will regret later. 

General BRADLEY suggested changing this to simply state that the President 
had declared we should not make any concessions which we will regret later. 

The second item indicated that it was agreed at the conference that if we 
did not succeed in obtaining a cease-fire by the December 27 deadline we 
would ask for a few days extension of time. General BRADLEY advised that at 
his sug ; estion this was changed to a statement that there would undoubtedly 
be some details which would have to be worked out subsequent to the 
December 27 deadline. In connection with these changes. General BRADLiY ad¬ 
vised that he had informed the President that the changes had been made and 
told President TRUMM that the article, as modified, was not particularly 
harmful. He said he did not recall the President referring to the date 
December 27, 1951, at the conference. 

General BMDL1Y stated he did not request ANDERSON to kill or with¬ 
draw the story, explaining it was his understanding from talking to EHITiHAJR 
that it had been dispatched and he preferred not to ask favors of DR1T PEARSON. 
General BRADLEY expressed the opinion that the column was based, in part at 
least, on information obtained from someone present at the conference, and 
that it was fairly accurate and was not particularly harmful. He stated he did 
not authorize the publication but could not prevent its publication, and chose 
to suggest the changes, which he marked on the typewritten copy at the 
suggestion of Colonel lilLLIS MAITHBiS. 


General ERADLEY mentioned that A IDEESON had stated he had displayed 
the column to someone -unnamed at the Pentagon who had stated that it was 
harmless and contained nothing which would violate security. General BRADLEY 
also had a recollection that ANDERSON had indicated that he had further in¬ 
formation concerning the >vhite House conference, but had refrained from in¬ 
cluding this in the watered down version for publication. 

General BRADLEY, with reference to his participation in the confer¬ 
ence, advised that at the beginning Secretary ROBERTr'ljOvBTT suggested that 
General BRADLEY inform the President of the military situation, which General 
BRADLEY did, advising him of the Communist buildup of men, planes, and 
equipment in the past couple of weeks, and also discussing the several points 
in the negotiation and mentioning that a few concessions could be made on 
both sides. He particularly expressed the view of the Joint Chiefs that re¬ 
pair and rehabilitation was equally advantageous to the UN and a ban would 
be unenforceable. 

At this time the column of ROBERT S. ALIM which appeared in the 
"New York Post" on December 13, 1951* was displayed to General BRAJLLY, who 
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read it carefully and expressed the opinion that he did not believe he 
recognized it as identical with that of ANDERSON, and did not believe it 
to be as accurate. He stated some of the quotations are pretty close to 
those of ANDERSON * s and that the same person could, have given the material 
to both men, relating it a bit differently, or he thought perhaps ALLEN 
could have obtained the material from PEARSON or ANDERSON prior to the 
time that ANDERSON’S material was watered down in column form# 

General BRA DLE Y pointed out several differences# He stated that 
at the conference General VANDENEERG had not expressed as great concern as 
attributed to him in the ALLEN column. He stated that the references to 
General COLLINS were fairly accurate, and the quotation that General COLLINS 
stated we could ’’hold the present line until hell freezes over” was accurate# 
With reference to General COLLINS 1 inclination to make concessions on the 
airfield dispute, he stated COLLINS’ vie?/ was that four or five airfields 
could be conceded to the Communists# 

General BRADLEY advised that with reference to the statement in 
the ALLEN column attributed to him, that the Reds were trying to bargain 
rotation against airfields, this is not entirely accurate, but that reference 
to the rotation of troops was made and this was discussed as one of the 
serious points at issue in negotations with the enemy. 

General BRADLEY advised that the quote attributed to President 
TRUMAN, that he was very anxious to end the fighting but would not agree 
to concessions we may regret later, was accurate to the best of his 
recollection# He also believed some reference was made at the conference 
to building up the South Korean Army and how soon we could withdraw safely. 

General BRADLEY was questioned concerning any possible suspicions 
he might have concerning anyone present at the conference, and he stated he 
felt that no member of the Military or Naval services present was responsible 
for the leak*- He admitted he had in mind one civilian present at the con¬ 
ference whom he would not trust with confidential information of this 
character* He said he had absolutely no facts to support his suspicions, 
except that this person had been reported to have leaked information on a 
prior occasion* He confided that he had made his suspicions known to the 
President and had promised the President that he would not reveal the name 
of this person to any other individual* General BRADLEY did not furnish 
ary information which would point to the individual under his suspicion. 

General BRADLEY advised he did not make any notes during or after 
the conference; thereafter, did not make any record or memorandum of the 
proceedings* Furthermore, he stated he had not discussed the proceedings 
of the conference with anyone except as indicated above* 
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INTERVIEW WITH COLONEL CHESTER V«<nLIFT0N 

.— * II T--- r mm ■—-TT— 

Colonel CHESTER V. CLIFTON, press officer and aide to General OMAR 
BRADLEY, was interviewed in the office of his associate. Colonel WILLIS 
MATTHEWS, on the afternoon of December lit, 1951, by SAs CARL E. GRAHAM and 
MAURICE A. TAILOR. 

Colonel CLIFTON advised that at about 6:30 p*m* on December 12, 1951, 
General BRACLEI had returned to his office from the White House and advised 
that the President was greatly concerned about an alleged leak to DREW PEARSON 
or his reporter, JACK ANDERSON, of matters discussed at the White House 
conference held on the morning of December 10, 1951* Golonel CLIFTON stated 
he understood that ANDERSON had prepared a story containing direct quotations 
which were very accurate, indicating the information was authentic* He 
explained that he learned from General BRABLEI, that FRANCIS WHITEHAIR, acting 
Secretary of Navy at the conference, had been approached ty ANDERSON under 
the pretext that he wanted to meet with Mr. TVHITEHAIR, who is comparatively 
new as under Secretary of Navy, and thereafter endeavored to question Mr. WHITEHAIR 
about the conference proceedings. When Mr. WHITEHAIR declined to furnish 
anything, ANDERSON pulled a paper from his pocket and read descriptive material 
of the conference proceedings which was so accurate Mr, 'WHITEHAIR became 
alarmed, and reported the matter which ultimately reached the President. 

Colonel CLIFTON related that the President felt that premature or inaccurate 
disclosures might jeopardize our entire truce negotiations with the Communists. 

So, General BRADLEY volunteered his assistance in view of past experience 
with PEARSON in a similar matter. He recalled that on one occasion in the 
past when PEARSON had prepared a column dealing with top secret atomic information. 
General BRADLEY had requested PEARSON not to use the material in the interests 
of national security and PEARSON had respected General BRADLEY’s request in that 
matter* Golonel CLIFTON related that in the light of that prior incident. 

General BRADLEY had volunteered to help on this occasion. Golonel CLIFTON 
understood from General BRADLEY that Mr. WHITEHAIR had called DREW PEARSON, 
who indicated that the column already had been dispatched, but insisted that 
nothing contained therein constituted a danger to security or a source of 
embarrassment. Colonel CLIFTON stated he phoned "RUSS” WIGGINS of the Washington 
Post, who advised him that nothing concerning the White House conference 
appeared in the PEARSON columns scheduled for publication December 13 and lb. 
Colonel CLIFTON advised that before having PEARSON again contacted by his 
superior, General BRADLEY, he thought he would discuss the matter with JACK 
ANDERSON and called him after locating ANDERSON at the Senate Press Gallery. 
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He stated ANDERSON assured him he did not -wish to violate security and there 
was no security violation in the PEARSON column, but agreed to come over with 
the column and discuss it. At the same time, ANDERSON inquired how CLIFTON 
learned of the column*s existence, and offered to submit the column for 
editing in exchange for being informed as to who told Colonel CLIFTON he 
had the information concerning the conference. To this Colonel CLIFTON agreed. 

A short time thereafter, around 7:00 p.m., JACK ANDERSON came over to General 
BRADLEY * s office and there in the presence of ANDERSON, Colonel MATTHEWS and 
himself (CLIFTON) General BRADLEY read aloud the portion of the column dealing 
with the White House conference. Colonel CLIFTON recalled there were two points 
in the article which were considered objectionable, although General BRADLEY 
did not indicate to ANDERSON that anything in the column was accurate or 
indicate in ary way that he approved publication of the column. Colonel CLIFTON 
explained this type of editing is necessary in handling stories where reporters 
have secured confidential information in the nature of scoops, as they are unable 
to prevent publication and endeavor to protect national security by persuading 
the reporters to delete items which greatly endanger the national interest. 

The first of the objectionable items above, in substance, quoted the 
President as stating we would grant an extension of a few days if details of 
the peace negotiations were not worked out by the cease fire dead line of 
December 27, 1951. Colonel CLIFTON advised this objectionable item was 
rephrased and in substance was made to read that undoubtedly there will be 
some details that will have to be worked out after the December 27th dead line* 

The other objectionable item in substance had quoted the President as saying 
that we ought to do everything we can to get a cease fire, but we should make 
no concessions that we would regret later. Colonel CLIFTON advised this item 
was considered objectionable in that it would tend to make it look like we are 
too anxious to obtain an armistice, ^o, the item was changed in substance to show 
the President commenting we should make no concessions we would regret later* 
Colonel CLIFTON stated that apart from the above changes, it was agreed in 
ANDFRS0N*s presence that the column was not particularly harmful and might in 
fact be helpful. Thereafter, ANDERSON departed with the understanding he 
would recommend to PEARSON that the suggested changes be inserted in the 
column* 


Just before leaving, ANDERSON reminded Colonel CLIFTON they had 
agreed that on the condition of ANDERSON submitting the column, Colonel CLIFTON 
would tell ANDERSON how it had been learned that the column had been prepared. 
In reply to ANDERSON, GLIFTON told him he learned it from the President* 
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He stated ANDERSON appeared to be genuinely startled at this, and then as they 
were walking down the hall, ANDERSON shook his head and said n it must have 
been TvHITEHAIR who told him. 1 ' 

To the best of his recollections. Colonel CLIFTON furnished the 
material contained in the PEARSON column as read aloud to him by General 
BRAD LE Y in ANDERSON'S presence. He recalled the column had started out with 
a description of the President entering the conference room in good spirits, 
and after greeting everyone made some remark, in substance, inquiring as to 
how they all liked his suntan. In addition to the two items above, considered 
objectionable and changed in accordance with General BRADLEY'S suggestions, 
Colonel CLIFTON recalled the PEARSON column contained a sub-title along in 
the middle of the column, captioned ’’Silent Admiral" which described a state¬ 
ment at the conference attributed to Admiral FECHTELER. It was Colonel 
CLIFTON'S recollection that in substance the comments attributed to FECHTELER 
were to the effect that the Navy was ready to carry on its part in the Korean 
war if called on, any time, any place, and under any condition. Colonel 
CLIFTON said he could not recall additional items in the PEARSON column, but 
did remember that next to the last item was the previously described objection¬ 
able reference to the granting of extensions of time beyond the December 27 
deadline. In connection with ANDERSON'S protestation that the column contained 
no violation of security, ANDERSON had told General BRAuLEY and his two 
assistants that he had lots more information from the conference and he had 
purposely left it out because there might be some question of security. In 
this connection, he referred to statements attributed to General VANDF-NBERG 
dealing with the air war and how it would affect us and by General COLLINS con¬ 
cerning troop rotation, and what we should do about it. 

Colonel CLIFTON stated he is familiar with the DRES7 PEARSON style of 
reporting and his information techniques from considerable experience with 
ANDERSON and he feels that this information originated from an eye witness 
who attended the White House conference. He cautioned, however, that the 
entire story may not have been obtained from such a source of information and 
addedithat it may have been the wopk of two or more reporters working in 
conjunction, such as AJJDERSON an&^tfcNAMARA, another PEARSON reporter, or 
ROBERSffiLLEN and PAUL-SCOTT. He also called attention to the possibility 
that direct quotations* could have been passed on by a secondary source in the 
person of an assistant to one of those attending the conference. In this 
connection. Colonel CLIFTON stated that a surprising degree of detail can be 
assimilated by a man trained in this respect to receive information from the 
top man and be able to retain it in order to make or implement decisions. 
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Colonel CLIFTON stated that a leak of this nature was not the sort 
of thing that was handled by a telephone conversation between the source and 
the reporter# He said this sort of matter would almost necessarily indicate 
a person to person briefing with the informant giving the reporter a complete 
“fill-in" or "run-down" on the entire proceedings. 

At this time. Colonel CLIFTON called attention to a column by 
ROBERT S. ALLEN, which he stated appeared in the New York Mirror December 13, 
1951 j but actually appeared in the "Blue Final" of the New York Post on the 
evening of that date. Colonel CLIFTON stated that reading the ALLEN column 
tended to confuse a bit his recollections of the ANDERSON material, but be¬ 
lieved the column was in general similar to the ANDERSON column. He observed 
that the ALLEN column appeared to include the material in ANDERSON’S column 
and in addition contained quotations by General VANDENBERG and General COLLINS, 
recalling in this connection, that ANDERSON had stated he had such items in 
his possession, but did not Choose to use them. 

After reading the ROBERT S. ALLEN column last night (December 13, 
1951) Colonel CLIFTON remarked he called Mr. CLAYTQN^ffclTCHEY, Director of 
Public Information, Department of Defense. They discussed the ALLEN column 
and Colonel CLIFTON’S recollection of Mr. FRITCEEY’s comment was FRITCHEY 
remarked that ALLEN had "scooped” PEARSON by two days. The following day. 
Colonel CLIFTON and Mr. FRITCBEI discussed the matter of the ALLEN and PEARSON 
columns and Mr. FRITCHEI told Colonel CLIFTON that he was at the DREW PEARSON 
residence at the time the discussion in General BRADLEY’S office took place 
on the night of December 12. Mr. FRITCHEI told Colonel CLIFTON that he was 
playing bridge at the PEARSON home when ANDERSON came by the DREW PEARSON 
residence on his way to the Pentagon to take the column to General BRADLEY. 
Colonel CLIFTON stated FRITCHEI had related to him that PEARSON had showed the 
column to him (FRITCHEI). Colonel CLIFTON said FRITCHEI had made the ob¬ 
servation he did not see anything harmful in the column as it had been dis¬ 
played to him by PEARSON. 

At the conclusion of this interview. Colonel CLIFTON summed up 
his observations by saying in his opinion there are two ways that the informa¬ 
tion got out: either a leak by some member actually in attendance at the 
White House conference, or some member in attendance told it to his respective 
staff and the information leaked from that point. He continued that it was 
his belief that the leak actually came from a person who had attended the 
White House conference. Colonel CLIFTON added it was his o?m conclusion that 
the same source who furnished the data to JACK ANDERSON also had given the 
same information to ROBERT S. ALLEN. 
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On December 18, Colonel CLIFTON was reinterviewed for the purpose 
of displaying to him the DREW PEARSON column as published in the New York Daily 
Mirror, December 15> 1951* It was Colonel CLIFTON’S observation that with 
only possibly minor editing, such as a comma here or there, he could see 
nothing significant in the PEARSON column as different from the original 
column which had been presented by ANDERSON and read by General BRADLEY. 

He stated he thought all the principal points were in the column. He did 
not believe the first paragraph; in the column displayed is identical in form 
with the ANDERSON material, but he thought that the material that ANDERSON 
displayed to General BRADLEY did have an introduction containing much the 
same thought. He noted particularly the second sentence in the opening 
paragraph referring to an assurance from General BRADLEY that a cease fire 
could be worked out in Korea. 




INTERVIEW WITH COLONEL WTLT.TS MATTHEWS 


Colonel WILLIS MATTHEWS, Aide to General OMR BRADLEY", was 

°^^ ce Pentagon on the afternoon of December 14, 

1951, by Special Agents CARL E. ©AHAM and MAURICE A. TAILOR. 


Colonel MATTHEWS confirmed the story of Colonel CHESTER CLIFTON 
of the return of General BRADLEY to the Pentagon about 6:30 p.m» on 

? eC T?n^ r 12 ’ 1951 » avith the report from President TRUMAN of the news leak 
to JACK ANDERSON and the subsequent visit of ANDERSON to the office of 

between 7lG0 and 7: 30 P*m. the same evening. Colonel 
MATTHEWS also advised that upon arrival, ANDERSON had displayed a lengthy 
typewritten document on long sheets of yellow paper, resembling teletype 
paper, which he presumed to be a full column* He stated perhaps one third 
or more of the material was devoted to the White House Conference and that 
General BRADLEY read this portion out loud in the presence of ANDERSON, 
Colonel CLIFTON, and himself. He advised that ANDERSON furnished no copy 
to General BRADLEY and no notes were made. 


Colonel MATTHEWS stated that ANDERSON indicated that the column, 
as prepared, did not have any items dangerous to security and informed 
General BRADLEY that he would delete or recommend deletion of anything 
constituting a security violation. He advised that General BRADLEY did 
not approve anything in the column or indicate that anything was accurate 
or inaccurate* However, General BR AD L E Y objected to two items and 

these items on ANDERSON* s copy at the suggestion of Colonel 
MATlHEWS* He stated ANDERSON agreed to change the two items to conform 
with the suggestions of General BRADLEY and Colonel CLIFTON. He stated 
he was not completely clear as to the two items, but believed in one 
item, ANDERSON agreed to delete a statement indicating that we are anxious 
for an armistice and would go to considerable lengths to obtain it, and 
to. leave in the column a statement by the President that we sho uld not 
go and make any foolish concessions or mistakes which we would regret 
thereafter. 


Colonel MATTHEWS advised that prior to the arrival of ANDERSON 
°, ffice of General BRADLEY on the evening of December 12, 1951, General 
BRADLEY had called Secretary ROBERT LOVETT discussing the alleged leak and 
informing him of the concern of the President. General BRADLEY also called 
Under Secretary FRANCIS WHITEHAIR, who had originally reported the leak a n d 
discussed the leak and the President's concern with Mr. WHITEHAIR. 
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With reference to his recollections of the ANDERSON article 
read by General BRADLEY, Colonel MATTHEWS stated that it began by 
referring to the White House conference and indicating that the information 
hereafter came from an informed source or a source close to the White House* 
He stated it described President TRUMAN as entering the conference room, 
shaking hands with everybody, and making a remark about Florida and his 
suntan* He stated the article quoted the President and indicated that 
the President opposed granting the Communists the right to rebuild air fields, 
roads, etc* He believed some remark was made by the President to the effect 
that we should get along with the armistice negotiations* 

Colonel MATTHEWS advised that he knew of the White House conference 
on December 10, in advance, but was not informed of the topics for discussion 
and had not discussed the conference with General BRADLEY or anyone else. 

He stated, so far as he knew, no notes or memoranda were made by General 
BRADLEY* Colonel MATTHEWS was able to furnish no individuals as suspects* 
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m’ERVIE W TOTH MR, OIAYT® FRITCHEY 


Mr. CIAYB® FRITCHEY, Director, Office of Public Information, 
Department of Defense, was interviewed at his office in the Pentagon 
on December 17, 195^> "by Special Agents CARL E. GRAHAM and MAURICE A. 
TAYLOR. 


Mr. FRITCHEY advised he possessed no information regarding 
the proceedings and discussions of the White House Conference held 
December 10, 1951, and did not know the identities of those in attendance 
other than from normal conjecture. Mr. FRITCHEY was advised it was under¬ 
stood he possessed some information regarding an alleged leak from the 
conference to DREW PEARS® or JACK ANDERS®, his reporter. Mr. FRITCHEY 
stated on the afternoon of Tuesday or Wednesday of last week, at about 
5:00, 4:00 or 5:00, ANDERS® had visited him in his office. On this 
occasion, ANDERSON inquired as to what transpired at the White House 
Conference, and FRITCHEY said he knew nothing. ANDERS® replied that he 
had a "pretty good fill-in" on the conference, and FRITCHEY gathered 
from ANDERS®*s manner that he considered the material authentic, but 
not particularly exciting, and that it had proved to be something of a 
let-down. ANDERS® gave FRITCHEY no details of the information in 
ANDERSON*s possession. Mr. FRITCHEY remarked that he knew ANDERSON rather 
well, but that ANDERSON does not visit him very often, and added that 
the reporters, including ANDERSON, know who to see and who is vulnerable, 
indicating he was not in the latter category. 


At this point, Mr. FRITCHEY stated he was able to place the 
date of ANDERSON*s visit as Tuesday, December 11th, which was the Say 
before he had visited DREW PEARS®*s home for dinner and bridge. He 
mentioned DREW PEARS® does not play bridge personally, but hie wife 
enjoys the game. FRITCHEY stated that in route to PEARS®*s residence, 
he had gone by the heme of his assistant. Lieutenant Colonel F. QIARKE 
rNEWL®, and remarked that NEWL® did not have dinner. He explained, 
later in the interview, that Colonel NEWLON and his wife joined the group 
•Por bridge after dinner T Dinner gue sts included DREW i? EARS® and wife. 


and Mr. FRITCHEY. 


and his wife 


]of Kentucky, 


b6 

b7C 


While at dinner, or possibly just before dinner began, JACK 
ANDERSON arrived at the PEARS® home, and PEARS® invited FRITCHEY into 
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the hallway or reception room adjoining the living room, where he was 
shown an article pertaining to the White House Conference* He stated 
it was typewritten on several pages of yellow paper longer than the 
ordinary letter size, and he gathered it was part of the column. PEARSON 
told FKEDDHEY the article contained several items to which General BRADLEY 
or his assistant. Colonel C LIED ON, or both, objected, and ANDERSON was 
going to show it to these officers. At PEARSON* s invitation, FRITCHEY read 
the article, which impressed him as being rather innocuous and pretty 
tame. FRITCHEY stated, however, it struck him that despite the fact 
the column was not sensational, the fact that it indicated a leak had 
occurred in such an important conference was significant and important. 

He stated he did not suggest this to REARS®!, nor did he suggest that EEARSON 
withhold publication of the column. He advised HEARSCN did not ask him 
to approve the article or to edit it in any way, and he did not do so. 

He stated he supposed REARS®! showed him the column to double check the 
story, as this is a normal technique. He remarked that it 1 b well-known 
here that REARS®! has excellent sources, and this sort of thing occurs 
regularly, and he did not feel it would cause any furore. 

Hr. FRITCHEY advised that ANDERS®! then departed, and an hour 
or two later returned, at which time FRITCHEY was playing bridge. He 
stated he did not see the column on this second visit of ANDERSON; how¬ 
ever, REARS®! informed him that one or two changes were suggested by 
General BRADIEY, and REARS®! stated that the column would he changed as 
suggested. FRITCHEY gathered from this that the column would he dispatched, 
and added it was his conclusion that the column had appeared, although, 
perhaps, not in the 'Washington Post" as editors often exercise the perogative 
to delete columns or portions of columns, and in some instances, such 
as with the tabloids, to divide columns and publish them piecemeal in 
different editions. 

Mr, FRITCHEY advised that shortly before noon on Saturday, 

December 15th, JACK ANDERS®! came to his office on another unimportant, 
unrelated matter, at which time FRITCHEY twitted ANDERS®! for being 
scooped by ROBERT S. ALIEN, whose column, containing information similar 
to that of ANDERS®!, had appeared in the "New York Post" on December 15, 

1951, FRITCHEY advised that ANDERSON expressed surprise, which appeared 
to he genuine. RBITCHEY slated he had learned of the ALIEN column from 
Colonel CLIFTON, and thought he had a copy in his desk box; however, 
he could not locate the copy, and ANDERS®! departed, apparently In search 
of a "New York Post" containing the ALIEN column. FRTTCHEY stated that, 
on this second visit of ANDERSON, he did not mention the subject of an 
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Investigation, nor did FRITCHEY know about the investigation at that 
time. FRITCHEY stated that he had first learned of any possible difficulty 
in connection with the column While at the heme of PEARSON on December 12, 1951. 
He did not know who PEARSON or ANDERSON blamed for exposing ANDERSON, but 
gathered from Colonel CLIFTON that FRANOIS WEETEEAIR had reported the 
matter. He stated he presumed HEARS ON knew that ANDERSON had seen FRITCHEY 
on the previous day, and told FRITCHEY he had a good fill-in on the 
conference proceedings. 

Mr. FRITCHEY was asked for his recollections of the content 
of the original material, which he read at the PEARSON home on the evening 
of December 12. He stated that he rea^etf the article hurriedly, but recalled 
that it quoted General BRADLEY, JQE^ofoLLINS and possibly General VANDENBERG, 
although he was not sure about this', and also contained a quotation 
from the President, He stated it appeared to him that it was pretty 
much a statement of positions taken in the past by these officials. He 
thought the President had been quoted as saying we should not make con¬ 
cessions which would hurt our positions, and that General COLLINS had 
declared he thought we could hold the present line or our present positions 
whether there was an armistice or not. 

Mr. FRITCHEY examined the 'New York Post" column of ROBERT 
ALIEN dated December 1$ 1951, which was available at this time, and 
said that the material in this column pretty well paralleled that of 
the ANDERSON material described above, but could offer no suggestion in 
this connection. He stated he did not have any idea where PEARSON or 
ANDERSCN had obtained the information on which the PEARSON article was 
based, nor did he have any idea whether PEARSON actually prepared it. 

He stated the same was true with reference to ALIEN, whom he knows, but 
has not seen in several months, the last occasion being when ALIEN 
visited the Pentagon Building to attend a regular montly press conference 
of General (SJORCSJ MARSHALL. In this connection, he mentioned that ALIEN 
has a leg-man, who covers the Pentagon in much the same manner as 
ANDERSON does for PEARSON, but he does not know the name of this reporter. 

Mr. FRITCHEY stated he knew no one who attended the conference, who was 
particularly close to PEARSON, nor anyone who had ever furnished any con¬ 
fidential information to PEARSON in the past. As indicated, he declared 
he did not know with certainty who attended the conference. He stated 
he did not recall any red hot tips coming out of the Pentagon since 
the last investigation had been made concerning PEARSON's leaks, and 
he thought that PEARSON may have been frightened somewhat at the time 
of that investigation. He suggested that the type of individual, who 
might furnish information to PEARSON would be one interested In politics 
and very ambitious, politically or otherwise. 
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Mr* FRITCHEY stated he had known DREW PEARSON for about ten 
years and visits him periodically averaging, perhaps, once a month. 

He did not believe he had seen PEARSON since the visit on December 12, 

1951. 


On December 18, 1901, Mr. FRITCHEY was reinterviewed by Agents 
GRAHAM and TAYLOR, at which time he was shown the DREW PEARSON column 
dated December lUth, which appeared in the "New York Daily Mirror 1 * of 
December 15, 1951, and the DREW PEARSON column, which appeared in the 
•‘Philadelphia Bulletin* 1 of December l5th. Mr. FRITCHEY examined both 
columns, and stated they are reasonably accurate accounts of the 
material, which ANDERSON had displayed to him on the night of December 12 
at the home of PEARSON* He stated that tabloid papers have a tendency 
to condense and rewrite, and he thought, perhaps, the article in the 
"Bulletin, 11 which is slightly different from the "Mirror" column, would 
be more likely to be an exact or nearly exact copy as furnished by 
PEARSON. 

As a matter of interest, Mr. FRITCHEY advised that on the 
evening of December 17th, Mrs. LUVlffi/PSARSON, wife of DREWJREARSON, 
phoned him and invited him to play bridge the night of December 18, 

1951, at the PEARSON residence. Mr. FRITCHEY expressed the thought 
that, perhaps, Mr. PEARSON contemplated making some discreet inquiries 
of him concerning developments growing out of the instant leak* 
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DREW PEARSON AND ROBERT S. ALLEN COLUMNS 


The column under the by-line of DREW PEARSON appearing in the New 
York Daily Mirror for December 15, 1951, reads as follows: 

"Washington, Dec. lit. — The world sat up over Pres. Truman's 
publicized meeting with the joint Chiefs of Staff when he returned 
from Key West, but it was routine. The highlight was an assurance 
from Gen. Omar Bradley that a cease-fire could be worked out in Korea. 

"The diplomatic and military chiefs were waiting when HST strode 
in, grinning. He shook hands all around, said it was 'good to be 
back', asked how they liked his tan. 

"He let the joint chiefs do most of the talking, and here is a 
brief account of what happened: 

"Truman sat back, called for views, and made such comments as: 
•That's a tough one'. 

"Bradley led with a summary of the Korean situation, reported 
the Reds seemed ready to come to terms, that a cease-fire agreement 
could be worked out if both sides made concessions. 

"Gen. Vandenberg, Air Chief, opposed major concessions, was 
adamant against allowing the Communists to build airfields during 
the cease-fire. 

"Gen. Collins, Array chief, opposed giving in on troop rotation. 
The Chinese propose a freeze on all troops entering Korea, blocking 
replacements for combat veterans. This would be a blow to morale 
Collins warned. 

"Silent Admiral 

"Collins agreed 'minor concessions' should be made to win some 
in return. Truman commented that no concessions should be granted 
that we 'would later regret'. 

"Admiral Fechteler made only a half-minute speech, pledged that 
the Navy is prepared to carry out 'any mission any time any place'. 

"For the Array, Collins pledged the Army couldn't be blasted out 
of Korea, Could hold on 'until hell freezes over'. 
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“One concession discussed was yielding to the Reds on inspec¬ 
tion behind the lines. We have been holding out for it by U.N.- 
Communist teams, but the Reds want it by ’neutral' nations ~ and 
that meant Poland and Czechoslovakia. later they agreed to con¬ 
sider Denmark, Sweden and Switzerland. These would be acceptable 
to us. Bradley proposed giving ground here and it has been done. 

"The principal theme was that a cease-fire may be close, with 
a settlement within 20 days. Some details will be left to iron 
out later. 

’’Another matter discussed was the question of withdrawing TJ.N. 
troops altogether — after the armistice. The facts regarding this 
must not be published now.” 


Through inquiry at the Bell Syndicate, Inc., 229 West li3rd Street, 

New York City, it was ascertained that in the original column as dispatched by 
PEARSON to Bell Syndicate there appeared under the caption ’’Silent Admiral” 
the followings 

"President TRUMAN’s only comment was that every effort should be 
made to reach a cease-fire, but no concessions should be granted that we 
'would later regret’”. 

On the basis of the same inquiry it was ascertained that following 
the dispatch of the original article to Bell Syndicate, PEARSON requested that 
the above paragraph be changed to reads 

’’President TRUMAN commented that no concessions should be granted 
that we would later regret.” 

It was further determined from the Bell Syndicate that in the original 
dispatch signed by DREW PEARSON the following was containeds 

"The chief theme of the meeting was that a cease-fire agreement may 
be close at hand. All signs point to a settlement within the next 20 days. 

Though some details will be left to iron out after the December 27 deadline, 
we are sure to grant a short extension to clean them up.” 

Subsequent to the filing of the original dispatch and before publication, 
PEARSON requested that the last sentence of the above paragraph be changed to 
read: "Some details will be left to iron out after the December 27 deadline.” 

In making the request for this change PEARSON stated in addition, "In other words, 
omit the word 'though' and the words 'we are sure to grant a short extension to 
clean them up' ♦” 


2V. 
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The New York Post for December 13, l?5l, in its "Blue Final” edition 
attributed the following column to ROBERT S. ALLEN: 

•Washington, Dec. 13. - The U.N. can have a cease-fire in Korea, 
but at the cost of important concessions to the Reds. 

"That 1 s what the Joint Chiefs told the President in their big 
conference with him after his return. Gen. Bradley declared the 
protracted truce negotiations have reached the point 'where a few 
concessions on both sides could bring an agreement if the Communists 
really want one* * 

"•What do they want?’ asked the President. 'The deadlock gets 
down to this,' explained Bradley. 'We are demanding the right to 
continue to rotate our troops as we have been doing for months. The 
Reds are flatly refusing to allow that. They are insisting on a 
complete freeze on replacements and weapons. But they have indicated 
they would make concessions on that if we will allow them to build 
some airfields in North Korea. We have refused to do that. Obviously, 
they are using the rotation issue to try to wrest concessions from us 
on the airfield demand.' 

"Gen. Hoyt Vandenberg vigorously opposed giving any ground on 

that. 


"*I want a cease-fire, if one can be worked out that is fair and 
proper,' declared the Air Chief of Staff. 'But I don't see how we 
can safely do anything that will enable the Reds to build up their 
air strength. That is what permitting them to build airfields will 
amount to. Such bases in North Korea will be of great combat value 
to them, if they decide to break the truce next spring, which I wouldn't 
put past them.* 

"Gen. J. Lawton Collins was inclined to favor some terms on the 
airfield dispute. He thought something could be worked out on that. 

But the Army Chief of Staff was adamant in insisting the Communists 
be required to agree to rotation of U.N. troops. 

"'That would be a serious blow to the morale of our men,' Collins 
argued. 'I am strongly opposed to any concession on that. It is an 
unfair demand, and the only reason the Reds are making it is to try to 
force us to give in on airfields.' 
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tt'-Our Army can hold the present line until hell freezes over, and 
I am flatly opposed to giving the slightest ground on the replacement 
issue. The Reds would have the same right as us on that, and I don’t 
see why they should object to it, except for trading purposes.’ 

"Bradley agreed with Collins, but emphasized the importance of 
not allowing the Communists to build up a powerful Air Force. 

’’President Truman listened intently to the military leaders and 
said nothing until they finished. Then he told them - 

’’’As you know I am very anxious to bring the fighting to an end 
if that is possible. But I will not agree to concessions to the Commu¬ 
nists that we may regret later on. We want to be very careful that 
we do not sell ourselves short in our eagerness to secure a truce for 
our men.’ 

"Also discussed was the question of building up the South Korean 
Army, as this column has reported was proposed by General Ridgway.”’ 


Through the Post Hall Syndicate, Xnc., 295 Madison Avenue, New York 
City, it was ascertained that the mimeographed copy of the quoted ALLEN article 
reflected that the article, as filed by ALLEN, also included the following: 

"He wants to increase the ROK divisions from 11 to 20. No 
decision was reached on the matter, but President Truman strongly 
approved the plan. ’I am for prompt action on that,’ he said. 

’It seems to me a very sound thing to do.’ Similarly, the President 
approved moving to Korea one of the two National Guard divisions 
now in Japan. This has been suggested by Ridgway in order to per¬ 
mit the transfer of one of the battle-experienced divisions in Korea 
to Europe. General Eisenhower has requested that." 

The original dispatch filed by PEARSON with Bell Syndicate In¬ 
corporated was received by wire at approximately it P.M. on December 11, 1951* 
The change in the PEARSON column was received at Bell Syndicate from PEARSON 
by wire on December 12, 1951. The dispatch from ROBERT S. ALLEN to the Post 
Hall Syndicate Incorporated was received by them by mail on December 11, 

1951* 


*JSC- 
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NEWS DISPATCHES 


In order to show what details of the President* s conference of 
December 10, l?5l, were reported in general news dispatches, the items appear¬ 
ing in several publications were examined, and the following quotations there¬ 
from are set forth as being of possible interest to this investigation. 


WASHINGTON STAR* December 10, 1951, 

by JOSEPH A^FOX 

"Korea was among the subjects discussed but the meeting was not 
confined to that subject." (Mr. JOSEPH SHORT). 

".officials here indicated that he (the President) wanted a 

detailed first-hand account of recent developments in Korea with full 
reports on possible new moves in the armistice talks." 

"The deadline for the Korean truce negotiations is December 27 •" 

"Mr. Short said that the meeting took up European affairs." 

"President Truman also said yesterday that one of the reasons 
for his return was to talk with people recently in Europe." 


NEWSWEEK, December 17, 1951- 
National Affairs 


"The actual situation: General Matthew B. Ridgway wanted in¬ 
structions about what kind of truce conditions he could make, particu¬ 
larly concerning exchange of prisoners and inspection." 


WASHINGTON TIMES HERALD, December 10, 1951- 
Evening Edition 

"One of the matters presumably discussed was what course the 
United States should follow if the present Korean truce failed to 
produce a complete armistice by December 27, the deadline set by 
truce negotiators....*" (Associated Press) 
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NEW YORK .TIMES, December 11, 1951, 

by W. E^EMENCE 

- p~- - 

"There was said to be a strong belief that the Chinese and North 
Korean Communists had concluded that it was militarily impossible to 
expel United Nation forces from Korea and now really wanted a cessation 
of the fighting there." 

"In quarters that have followed closely the long drawn-out nego¬ 
tiations .*.*. there was speculation that a compromise might be near on 
the controversial inspection-enforcement issue, which has deadlocked 
the truce talks since November 27-**.» tt 

"Few believed that all the odds and ends of an armistice could be 
bargained out and agreed to by December 27, the present deadline for 
the negotiators to reach complete agreement on an armistice....." 

"There seemed general agreement that the United Nations policy¬ 
makers would not oppose a further extension of this time limit, now 
only seventeen days off, if the present battlefront lull continued." 

"In the cautiously optimistic reports of a possible Korean cease¬ 
fire in the not distant future, which followed in the wake of this 
session, the talk of compromise on the controverted inspection-? 
enforcement issue centered on elaboration of a Communist proposal..... 

At that time the Communists suggested Poland and Czechoslovakia, both 
members of the Soviet bloc, as two 'neutral 1 nations qualified to 

supervise enforcement of an armistice.At the same session, however, 

the Communist negotiators conceded, in response to Allied questioning, 
that they would also consider Switzerland, Sweden and Denmark as 
'neutral' nations qualified to supervise the behind-the-lines inspection 
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INTERVIEW WITH ADMIRAL ROBERT L. DENNlSQN 


Ad mir al DENNISON was Interviewed at his residence on December 17, 

1951, by Inspector CARL E. HEMRICH and SA KENNETH T. DELAVIGNE. He advised 
that in pursuance of the decision of the President to have the December 10, 

19$lj meeting, he telephonically advised Admiral^jL&EOR of the Joint Chiefs' 
of Staff, of the fact the meeting was to be held and furnished similar ad¬ 
vice to Mr. WEBB of the Department of State, and informed he made both of 
these telephonic contacts on December 8, 1951, from Key West. 

With reference to the question - as" to’ whether an agenda had been 
prepared and distributed to those who attended the meeting. Admiral DENNISON 
advised that none had been prepared. He said that in a general way those 
who attended the conference would know of problems which had arisen regarding 
world affairs and would certainly be prepared to present the views of the 
particular department involved in a conference of this type. He said that 
the persons he had called would be aware of the fact that certain questions 
regarding cease fire negotiations would come up at the conference by reason 
of a previous exchange of radio messages referring to unresolved questions. 

Admiral DENNISON stated that at the time the conference broke up 
no particular group was observed by him to be gathered in any sort of a 
discussion to the extent that such a fact was brought to his attention. He 
advised he recalled that the President desired to see Mr. WEBB following the 
conference and it is his recollection that at the end of the conference, Mr. 
WEBB went to the office of the President* When WEBB left the Cabinet Room, 
he left by a door which would take him out to the corridor where the press 
would be aware of the fact that he had gone to the President*s office. The 
remainder of the persons attending the conference left through another door 
and the press would not necessarily be aware of their specific presence at 
the time* Admiral DENNISON advised that he does not recall that anyone^ 
arrived at the conference following the arrival of the President. He like¬ 
wise is unable to recall that anyone left before the end of the conference 
and did not recall any secretaries or other persons having occasion to enter the 
conference room during its progress* He stated that he took no material to 
the conference, took no notes whatever and informed that he recalled seeing 
no one take notes with the exception of Mr. JAMES LAY, who took notes for 
the President* 
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Admiral DENNISON advised that upon the conclusion of the conference, 
in view of the interest of the press in the meeting, he instructed Mr* JOSEPH 
SHORT of the "White House staff to advise the press that at the meeting the 
President had discussed world affairs and no policy decisions had been reached* 
DENNISON stated he might not have used these exact words, but the words do 
reflect the sense of what he told SHORT. He stated he did not furnish Mr* 
SHORT any further information as to what had transpired at the conference* 

This statement was made after conferring with Admiral SOUERS. He was advised 
it has been indicated that SHORT had stated to the press that Korea had been 
discussed at the meeting. He said SHORT may have made such a statement, but 
he does not recall authorizing him to so state* 

Admiral DENNISON was requested to furnish the identity of all 
individuals with whom he had discussed the conference. He replied he had 
discussed the conference with no individual who had not attended it* He 
further advised he has made no written record of any type pertaining to any 
matter under discussion at this conference* He stated he does not know DREW 
PEARSON, does not know JACK ANDERSON and does not know ROBERT ALLEN. He ad¬ 
vised he has not had contact with any of these individuals or any employees 
or representatives or associates of these persons in any way concerning the 
subject matter of this investigation* He does not know whether anyone who 
would have any connection with these persons was present at the White House 
on December 10* 

Admiral DENNISON read the column under the by-line of DREW PEAR SON 
appearing in the New York Daily Mirror for December 15, 1951, and furnished 
his comments concerning the relative points of accuracy and inaccuracy as 
appearing in the article. He advised that the statement concerning the fact 
that the diplomatic and military chiefs were waiting when the President walked 
into the conference room, is obviously correct* He advised that the statement 
that the President shook hands all around is true and that in fact the Presi¬ 
dent to the best of his recollection, whook hands with all individuals in 
the Cabinet Room* Concerning the mention appearing in the PEARSON article 
of the President’s tan, he stated he doubts that this is true and informed he 
is unable to recall any comment concerning whether the President had a suntan* 
With regard to the statement that the President permitted the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff to do most of the talking, he stated he believes this is accurate. 

In the same regard, he advised with respect to the comment attributed to the 
President “that’s a tough one,” that while the President probably did not 
use these exact words, he might from time to time have made comments identical 
in sense* 
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Admiral DENNISON advised the statement that General BRADLEY led 
with a summary of the Korean situation is accurate and informed that in 
fact General BRADLEY did so at the direction of the President and spent 
perhaps as much as eight minutes in covering the Korean military situation, 
including in his briefing, the use of maps prepared for this purpose* He 
stated he is reasonably certain General BRADLEY did not, as reported in 
the PEARSON column, say the Reds seem ready to come to terms, but believed 
that from the summary furnished by General BRADLEY it could be accurately 
concluded he did state a cease fire agreement could be worked out if both 
sides made concessions* In explaining this, he advised he does not recall 
General BRADLEY actually making such a statement, but informed that a 
conclusion based on what he did state to this effect would not be erroneous* 

With regard to the comments attributed to General VANDENBERG in 
the PEARSON article. Admiral DENNISON advised he could not recall General 
VANDENBERG commented particularly on the subject matter of major concessions* 

In connection with the statement attributed to General COLLINS 
concerning the opposition to making concessions in connection with the rota¬ 
tion of troops. Admiral DENNISON advised he saw no particular reason to 
attribute this comment specifically to COLLINS, adding that COLLINS did not 
take any stronger position in this regard than anyone else at the conference* 
He stated the statement does accurately reflect the view held by many 
individuals* He did state General COLLINS did comment on the matter of 
troop rotation* He commented particularly that the wording of this portion 
of the PEARSON article in his opinion implies that some individuals at the 
conference favored the making of concessions with respect to this point 
and he stated such was not the case* Still in connection with the statement 
attributed to General COLLINS, Admiral DENNISON informed he could not recall 
COLLINS making the comment that we should make minor concessions in order 
to receive the same* In the same regard in connection with the comment 
attributed to the President, to the effect no concessions should be granted 
that we would later regret. Admiral DENNISON advised the President did make 
a statement to this effect but not necessarily in the same words* 

Relating to the comment concerning Admiral FECHTEEER, he stated 
FECHTELER did speak very briefly, but he cannot recall that he made the 
"any mission any time any place” statement and informed that according to 
his recollection, such a statement does not appear at all to fit in with 
what the Admiral was actually talking about. 

With respect to the "until hell freezes over” statement attributed 
to General COLLINS, Admiral DENNISON stated he does not feel that General 
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COLLINS would have used this language at this conference, but informed that 
at the conference COLLINS expressed an optimistic attitude as to the ability 
of the UN forces to stay in Korea and to the best of DENNISON'S recollection, 
put some sort of a time limit on the ability of these forces to stay in 
Korea* 


Admiral DENNISON, commenting in connection with the section of the 
PEARSON article dealing with inspection behind the lines, advised he cannot 
recall that General BRADLEY offered the proposal attributed to him in the 
article, nor can he recall specific mention in the conference of the countries 
mentioned in the article* 

Admiral DENNISON stated the conclusion in the PEARSON article 
that the principal theme was that a cease fire may be close, with the 
settlement within twenty days, is an inaccurate statement and commented 
similarly concerning the statement there was discussed the question of 
withdrawing U*N* troops altogether after the signing of an armistice* 

Admiral DENNISON advised that to the best of his recollection* 
there was no discussion concerning the December 27th cease fire extension* 
(This relates to an item which JACK ANDERSON agreed to delete from the column 
after he discussed it with General BRADLEY and attributes the particular 
statement to the President*) 

Admiral DENNISON likewise read the article attributed to ROBERT S* 
ALLEN, as appearing in the New York Post for December 13, 1951* He stated 
the statement that the Joint Chiefs told the President the U*N* could have 
a cease fire in Korea at the cost of important concessions, is inaccurate 
and no such statement to his knowledge has been made by the Joint Chiefs* 

He advised General BRADLEY did not use the words attributed to the effect 
that a few concessions on both sides could bring an agreement if the 
Communists really want one, but did advise that during his comments, BRADLEY 
undoubtedly made statements from which such a conclusion could be inferred* 
With further regard to the statement attributed to General BRADLEY, Admiral 
DENNISON advised he would describe this portion of the article as generally 
accurate as to the sense of what was actually said by General BRADLEY* He 
added that he cannot, of course, say that these were the exact words used 
by General BRADLEY* 

Admiral DENNISON commented on the statements attributed to 
General VANDENBERG by advising he could not recall General VANDENBERG 
stating to the effect he desired a cease fire* He believed the General had 
made a statement with respect to the potentialities involved in the build 
up of Red air strength* He stated he did not recall the General using 
the words "which I wouldn't put past them," 
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Concerning the comments attributed to General COLLINS, Admiral 
DENNISON felt that a reading of the ALLEN article would suggest that the 
matter of rotation of troops was in dispute and informed that such was not 
the case. He stated he does not believe that General CO LLI NS said “it is 
an unfair demand, and the only reason the Reds are making it is to try to 
force us to give in on air fields." He stated that the comment attributed 
to COLLINS concerning the ability of the U.N. armies to hold in Korea is 
essentially correct. He informed that the ALLEN article is accurate in 
indicating the opposition of the President to the agreement on a com¬ 
plete freeze with respect to replacements and weapons. 

Admiral DENNISON commented with respect to the statements 
attributed to and comments made concerning the President, and advised that 
the President did not, as commented in the article, listen intently to the 
Joint Chiefs and then make a final statement, but during the conference 
did, in at least a general way, express the views attributed to him. 

In summarizing his views concerning both the PEARSON and ALLEN 
articles. Admiral DENNISON informed he felt it is likely both columns were 
prepared from the same basic material. He commented that it appears some¬ 
what strange that practically no mention was made of the European situation, 
whereas in fact more than one half of the time of the conference was expended 
in a discussion of the European situation. He advised that in his opinion, 
it appears quite unlikely that either article could have been written by 
an individual who did not have at least limited access to the agenda of the 
conference* He described the two articles as relatively accurate as to the 
subject matters under discussion, to the extent to which they were reported 
in the columns, but as inaccurate in attributing the views indicated to the 
persons mentioned in the articles. He commented without attaching any 
significance to this fact, that both articles purported to mention only the 
views of armed forces personnel, including the President, and failed to 
mention the views of civilian persons in attendance, some of whom had very 
definite views and expressed them. 

Admiral DENNISON observed that, he was unable to see from a perusal 
of the PEARSON and ALLEN columns why anyone from the conference would dis¬ 
close information for the press. He particularly stated he saw no interest 
to be served on behalf of any agencies represented. He commented that there 
was a remarkable degree of agreement on the part of all present concerning 
the items described and advised that such disagreement that did exist was 
primarily with respect to details or timing rather than substance. Admiral 
DENNISON was requested to furnish any information in his possession which 
would reflect upon the question at issue namely, who of those attending 
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the conference may have furnished information to the press or who may have 
been responsible for information getting to the press* DENNISON stated 
that he had absolutely no facts upon which to base any opinion as to who 
might have been responsible for any information being furnished to the press* 
He did state that because of his intimate knowledge of certain individuals, 
he would state that it would be, in his opinion, psychologically impossible 
for them to be responsible. In this group, he placed the following: 

The President, General BRADLEY, JAMES LAT, Admiral SOUERS, 
Secretary LOVETT, Admiral FECHTELER, General LANDRY, General VAUGHAN, and 
H. FREEMAN MATTHEWS* 

DENNISON specifically pointed out that there should be no inference 
that others might be suspected by him, informing that his degree of associa¬ 
tion with the remaining individuals has been less extensive* 

Admiral DENNISON, after receiving the approval of the President, 
reviewed for the benefit of the interviewing agents, on December 20, 1951, 
the notes which had been made at the December 10 conference by Mr* JAMES 
LAY* In conducting this review and analysis. Admiral DENNISON discussed 
the various points of accuracy and inaccuracy of the material appearing 
in the P EAR SON and ALLEN columns, a substantial portion of which he had 
already commented on in the interview conducted on December 18* He in¬ 
formed upon the completion of the review of the notes, that this review 
had served more definitely to confirm his previously expressed opinion that 
both the PEARSON and AT.T.EN articles were written by an individual who had 
had access in some form to at least a limited account of the conference* 
Admiral DENNISON in commenting on the relation of the columns to the con¬ 
ference notes, pointed out that certain matters actually covered at the 
conference of particular security significance, were not covered in either 
of the columns. 
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INTERVIEW' WITH GENERAL HARRY H*. VAUGHAN 


General VAUGHAN was interviewed December 15, 1951, at his 
residence by Special Agents THOMAS J. JENKINS and KENNETH T. DELAVIGNE. 

General VAUGHAN advised that he had attended the conference 
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff in the Cabinet Room of the Tihite House 
on December 10, 1951. General VAUGHAN stated he had made no prepara¬ 
tions for the conference and had taken no notes while at the conference* 
He stated he observed that JAMES LAI had taken notes at the conference, 
but he was unable to say whether Mr. LAI* s notes were voluminous or 
not* He stated that he had not prepared any memoranda on the conference 
and that he had not discussed it with anyone with the exception of 
General LANDRY, at which time he remarked to General LANDRY the wide 
difference of opinion of General VANDENBERG and General COLLINS with 
respect to the withdrawal of our troops in Korea in the event of a 
cease fire order* 

He stated after the President left the room he, VAUGHAN, 
immediately started for his own office and outside of the Cabinet 
Room he stopped for a moment and kidded Mr. WEBB about a red tie he 
was wearing, and that, thereafter, he went directly to his own 
office* 


The article appearing in the "New York Post ’Blue Final”' 
edition for December 13, 1951, under the by-line of ROBERT S. ALLEN, 
was read to General VAUGHAN* He was asked to comment as to whether 
this column accurately reflected the statements or views expressed at 
the conference by the individuals mentioned* 

General VAUGHAN stated the material appearing in the article 
was substantially that which transpired at the conference. He stated 
he could not, of course, recall the exact verbiage of the various 
speakers at the conference, but the theme set forth in the article was 
substantially the same, and the statements attributed to the various 
individuals attending the conference were substantially the statements 
made by these individuals at the conference* 
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General VAUGHAN stated it was remotely possible, in his opinion,, 
that a person not in attendance at the conference could have prepared the 
article, but he thought it was miraculous if this was done in the absence of 
actual attendance or access to an oral or written account of the proceedings. 
General VAUGHAN pointed out the person preparing the ALLEN article could have 
discussed the conference with someone, who had talked to a person attending 
the conference and who had possibly divulged what transpired at the conference 
with no intention of divulging these matters. In explaining this. General 
VAUGHAN stated it was possible some person attending the conference may have 
discussed what transpired at the conference with one of his subordinates and 
the subordinate was responsible for the leak. 

General VAUGHAN stated the portion of the article attributed to 
the President was ’’pretty near on the nose”, and that this could not have 
been gotten out of thin air. He pointed out General BRADL1SY, at the con¬ 
ference, had mentioned the building up of the forces of the South Koreans, 
and stated it would be some months before those forces would be self-sufficient. 

General VAUGHAN stated that during his years of experience at the 
"White House, he had found the security of the State Department was not good, 
mainly because of their peculiar administrative set-up and described it as 
not as effective as the security maintained in other Government agencies. He 
explained this by saying that perhaps due to their administrative set-up, 
matters of highly confidential nature are filtered down within the State De¬ 
partment from high level to lower level subordinates. He stated he felt it 
was, undoubtedly, due to this filtering process in the State Department that 
the Department had been responsible on many occasions in the past for the un¬ 
timely or premature release of confidential matters. General VAUGHAN speci¬ 
fically pointed out he was in no way stating the State Department or any 
member of that Department was responsible for the leak involved in this in¬ 
quiry. He did state that if he had to give a quick answer as to the source 
of this leak, he would say the State Department. He stated he could not con¬ 
ceive of the leak emanating from the White House. He stated he had the highest 
regard for the White House staff, and he knew of no one on the staff whose 
activities gave him any cause for suspicion. 

General VAUGHAN stated he is of the opinion that, if the leak oc¬ 
curred through an individual in the military establishment, it would not be 
an accidental divulgence but rather a deliberate divulgence, and he contrasted 
this type of divulgence to that which he had offerred in connection with the 
State Department. 

General VAUGHAN stated in his opinion, this would be true of a 
military establishment because it is his belief that DREW PEARSON has on his 
payroll at least one individual highly placed in each of the three establish¬ 
ments who serves as an informant for him. He stated he bases this on the 
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many articles which have been written by PEARSON on confidential military and 
political matters in the past which certainly, in his opinion, could only 
have come from the military establishments involved. In this connection. 

General VAUGHAN pointed out that when LOUIS^JOHNSON was Secretary of Defense 
he knew Mr. JOHNSON was a close friend of DREW PEARSON, and PEARSON visited 
Mr. JOHNSON in his office about twice a week, and that TRlS^COFFIN, a leg-man 
for PEARSON, was in Mr. JOHNSON'S office almost every day.' * He stated it was 
his opinion that JOHNSON was PEARSON'S pipeline to the Department of Defense. 

With respect to DREW PEARSON, General VAUGHAN pointed out he was 
naturally prejudiced to PEARSON because of the continued, unjustified criti¬ 
cism he had received from PEARSON in his newspaper articles. General VAUGHAN 
was asked when he had last seen PEARSON or any of his employees. General 
VAUGHAN stated that he had first met PEARSON about two months ago at a dinner 
in the Carlton Hotel when he was introduced to him in the lobby by Commissioner 
F. JOSEPH DONAHUE of the District of Columbia, at which time he merely ac¬ 
knowledged the introduction. He said he had not seen or talked to PEARSON or 
any of his employees since the conference occurred on December 10, 1551• 

During the interview with General VAUGHAN, with relation to DREW 
PEARSON, he advised in the past he had become acquainted with other leg-men 
working for PEARSON but had had no contact with any of these individuals with 
relation to the conference on December 10, 1951• 

General VAUGHAN was asked if he knew JACK ANDERSON. He stated that 
he did know him and that he believed the last time he saw ANDERSON or spoke 
to hi* was at the Argentina Embassy, he believed in about 191+8, when he (VAUGHAN) 
received a decoration from the Argentina Government, pointing out that ANDERSON 
was present at the ceremony as PEARSON'S "inside man". 

General VAUGHAN was asked to furnish, on the basis of his long ex¬ 
perience in the White House and association and contact with the personnel at¬ 
tending various Presidential conferences of the type involved, any suspicions 
or suggestions which, in his opinion, might be of any possible aid to the FBI 
in carrying out the instructions of the President that the source of the leak 
in this matter be identified. He replied that the information attributed to 
him hereinbefore constitutes all that he is able to offer. 
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INTERVIEW WITH GENERAL ROBERT LANDRY 


General ROBERT LANDRY, Air Force Aide to the President, was 
interviewed by Special Agents THOMAS J« JENKINS and KENNETH T* DELAVIGNE 
in his office at the 'White House on December 14, 1951* General LANDRY 
advised that he had attended a meeting of the Joint Chiefs of Staff with 
the President on December 10, 1951, in the Cabinet Room at the White 
House. 


General LANDRY stated he made no notes at the conference, nor 
did he recall seeing anyone else making any notes. He stated he had 
not been briefed on the agenda for the conference and that no printed 
agenda was prepared. He stated as soon as the conference was over, he 
himself did not stop to talk to anyone but started towards his own 
office and while entente, he stopped in the office of Mr* MA'f^icdN NRLI Y 
and that Mr. JOE -SflORT and Admiral DENNISON were there and Mr. SHORT 
asked General LANDRY if the President had designated someone to see 
SHORT about giving out a press release* General LANDRY stated that he 
told SHORT, "No", and suggested that he see Mr. LOVETT or the President* 

General LANDRY stated at no time has he prepared a memorandum 
concerning what transpired at the conference nor has he seen any memoranda 
prepared by anyone else* He further stated he has not heard of any 
memoranda being prepared on this conference* General LANDRY stated he 
had not discussed this conference with anyone other than the President. 

General LANDRY stated he did not know JACK ANDERSON and that 
he had never met DREW PEARSON and that to his knowledge, he knows no one 
in the employment of DREW PEARSON* He stated,of course, he knows of 
DREW PEARSON and knows him when he sees him. He stated he has not talked 
to him on the telephone and that he did not see him in the White House at 
the time of the conference* He stated the last time he saw PEARSON was 
about a year ago* 

General LANDRY was asked if he had any suspicions about anyone 
who would have had any connection with the alleged leak of information 
of what transpired at the conference and he replied in the negative, 
and stated he was unable to furnish any information, whatsoever, in this 
regard* 
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INTERVIEW WITH ADMIRAL SIDNEY T. SOUSES 

Admiral SIDNEY ¥. SOUERS was interviewed on December 19, 195>1, 
by Inspector CARL E. HENMICH and Special Agent KENNETH T. DELAVIGNE. 

At the beginning of the interview. Admiral SOUERS indicated that he was 
already aware of the fact that the President had requested the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation to endeavor to identify the reported leak involved 
in this matter. 


Admiral SOUERS advised during the conference he made no notes 
and subsequent to the conference did not dictate or record in any form 
any of the matters discussed at the Conference. He likewise advised he 
has not discussed the matters considered at the conference with anyone* 
He advised that he did not know positively that the meeting was to be 
held until the morning of the meeting. 


He advised, to the best of his recollection, that he receive d 

a telephone call during the evening of December 8, 195>1, from a_ 

i _ 1 who called him in relation to the rumored 

returq of the President to Washington. He advised that he furnished 

that following the conclusion of the 
again called him and wanted to 


_no information and recall© 

conference on December 10, 19$1, _ 

know what had happened, to which Admiral SOUERS responded, he could not 
furnish him any information whatsoever. 


Admiral SOUERS advised that he did not know of the meeting in 
advance, nor the specific matters which would be discussed. He advised, 
however, that due to his knowledge of current conditions and his position 
that he could surmise as to the matters which would be on the agenda. 

In this regard, he commented that newspaper reporters and journalists 
possessing an awareness of political conditions and particularly with 
regard to the existing situation in Korea, and having knowledge of the 
fact a meeting was to be held, could likewise engage in speculation as 
to the matters which would be discussed at such a meeting and do so with 
a relatively fair degree of accuracy. 


Admiral SOUERS advised that upon the termination of the conference 
and acting on instructions received by him, he and Admiral DENNISON in¬ 
structed Mr. SHORT, with respect to the making of a press release, that 
the reporters should be told the President discussed world affairs and 
no decisions on policy were reached. 
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Admiral SOUERS read the article by DREW PEARSON which appeared 
in the "New Xork Mirror" on December 15, 1951, and the article prepared 
by ROBERT S. ALIEN appearing in the "New Xork Post" on December 13, 1951* 

In commenting on these columns. Admiral SOUERS advised that in his opinion 
both represented poor reporting* In explanation of this, he pointed out 
that according to his understanding of the matters actually discussed at 
the conference, four key points were involved* He stated that none of 
the key points is covered in either of the newspaper articles in question* 
He advised that both articles rather accurately reflect the atmosphere 
which prevailed at the conference. He did comment that it is his belief 
that a considerable portion of the views expressed in the two articles 
had already appeared in some form or other in the press prior to the 
conference. In support of his statement that the two columns are con¬ 
siderably inaccurate, he stated that to the best of his recollection 
General VANDENBERG did not express opposition to major concessions* Along 
the same line, he advised that the comment appearing in the PEARSON column 
with respect to Admiral FECHTEIER is not only inaccurate but fails to 
make reference to an extremely important position expressed by EECHTEIER 
at the conference. He stated that he is reasonably certain that General 
COLLINS did not make the statement, "until Hell freezes over", and with 
further regard to the columns, advised that the articles did not set 
forth an extremely important comment made by COLLINS at the meeting, 
the publication of which would have been of widespread interest* He 
stated it was particularly significant to note that whereas considerable 
discussion was held at the conference with relation to the European situa¬ 
tion, neither column commented in this regard. He stated that the portion 
of the PEARSON article relating to yielding to the Reds on inspection 
behind the lines is untrue since this discussion was not engaged in at 
this conference, to the best of his recollection* 

Admiral SOUERS commented that there is nothing unusual about the 
fact that the President shook hands with those gathered at the conference, 
since it is frequently his habit to do so at meetings of this nature* 

With further relation to the PEARSON article. Admiral SOUERS com¬ 
mented that in his opinion the statement that the "principal theme was that 
a cease-fire may be close * • * * was inaccurate* On the other hand, in 
commenting as to the last paragraph of the PEARSON article pertaining to the 
discussion of the withdrawal of U.N* troops, he advised in his opinion the 
inclusion of this statement in the PEARSON article definitely lends some 
credence to the viewpoint that at least some of the information reflected in 
the article was obtained from a person having knowledge of the conference* 
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In analysing the quality of the information contained in the 
columns. Admiral SOUERS advised that it appeared to him the ma jor portion 
of the two articles could have been written by an individual sufficiently 
knowledgeable as to international affairs, who had at least some degree of 
access to what was actually covered at the conference* In the same regard, 
he advised it appeared to him from a study of the two col umn s that the in¬ 
formation perhaps was made available through a subordinate of an individ ual 
who attended the conference* 

Admiral SOUERS was asked as to whether he recalled ary mention at 
the conference by the President as to possible extension of the December 27 
cease-fire deadline* He stated he did not recall this* 

Admiral SOUERS advised that he was unable to furnish any specific 
suggestion that he felt would assist the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
in carrying out the request of the President. 
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INTERVIEW WITH SECRETARY OF THE ARMY, FRANK C. PAGE 


Secretary PACE was interviewed on December 15* 195l» 
in his office by Special Agents THOMAS J. JENKINS and KENNETH 
T. DELAVIGNE. 

Mr. PACE advised that he had attended the conference 
at the Cabinet Hoorn of the White House on December 10, 1951* 

Mr. PACE stated he had not been briefed on what was 
to be discussed at the conference, but he had taken no notes 
at the conference and had not noticed anyone else at the con¬ 
ference taking notes. Mr. PACE stated since the conference he 
had prepared no memoranda, nor had he seen any memoranda pre¬ 
pared by anyone else pertaining to the conference, and, likewise, 
advised that he has discussed the conference with no one, with 
the exception of Mr. LOVETT, Secretary of Defense, and Mr. 
FINLETTER. He pointed out that he does not specifically recall 
discussing the conference with Mr. LOVETT or Mr. FINLETTER, but 
since the three of them returned to the Pentagon from the White 
House in Mr. LOVETT'S car, immediately after the conference, it 
is quite possible that the three of them did discuss or at least 
mention certain items which had been brought up at the con¬ 
ference. 


The article attributed to ROBERT S. ALLEN, as published 
by the "New York Post *Blue Final * 11 edition of December 13, 1951, 
was read to Secretary PACE. Secretary PACE was asked if the 
material appearing in the article was discussed at the meeting, 
and he replied in the affirmative. He pointed out that he could 
not recall the exact verbiage used by the various individuals at 
the conference, but that the material appearing in the article 
reported substantially the views of the individuals mentioned 
as expressed at this conference. 

Secretary PACE was asked if, in his opinion, the ALLEN 
article could have been prepared by anyone who had not been in 
actual attendance at the conference or had had access to a sub¬ 
stantially complete and accurate written or oral report of the 
conference. He replied that it was within the realm of possi¬ 
bility, but during his discussion of this point, indicated his 
view that the article could not have been written without aid 
of some type. 
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He pointed out, however, with respect to the views 
of General COLLINS as reported in the article, that these were 
substantially General COLLINS * views, but that he was positive 
that the verbiage used in the article was not accurate, parti¬ 
cularly where General COLLINS is quoted as having said "until 
hell freezes over"* He stated that he knows that General COLLINS 
did not say that* Secretary PACE stated that he is not certain 
that General COLLINS, at the conference, made as complete a 
statement of his views as is reported in the ALLEN article, and 
doubts that COLLINS did do so. 

Secretary PACE, with respect to the statements attri¬ 
buted in the ALLEN article to General BRADLEZ, advised it is his 
recollection that, during the conference. General BRADLEZ did 
comment on airfields in North Korea and rotation of troops. 
Secretary PACE stated that he can 1 t recall that General BRADLEZ 
tied these two items together in making his comments at the 
conference. He stated that he cannot recall whether, at the 
conference. General BRADLEZ agreed with General COLLINS or not. 

With respect to the remarks made by the President, as quoted In 
the Allen article, he stated that this was substantially what 
the President said at the conference, although he could not 
recall the President*s exact words. He stated that, with respect 
to the build-up of the South Korean Army, this matter was discussed 
by himself at the conference. 

Secretary PACE advised that he did not know JACK 
ANDERSON, and that he had met PEARSON only on about two occasions, 
both at social functions, and that on both of those occasions, 
the only conversation he had had with PEARSON was of a social 
nature. He stated that the last time that he saw or spoke to 
DREW PEARSON was six or seven months ago. He stated that the 
only employee he knows of DREW PEARSON is TRIS COFFIN, whom he 
has met on about two occasions, and had never discussed with 
COFFIN any matters concerning the Department of Defense. He 
stated that he would say that he had not seen or talked to TRIS 
COFFIN for at least three months* He stated that he does not 
know and has never talked to ROBERT S. ALLEN* 

Secretary PACE was asked whether he could furnish any 
information or make any suggestions which would assist the FBI 
in carrying out the desires of the President in this matter that 
the source of the alleged leak of information be identified. 
Secretary PACE replied that it was inconceivable to him that anyone 
who attended the conference had passed on or divulged anything that 
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was discussed at the meeting. However, he stated that it was his 
opinion that the material appearing in the ALLEN article came 
from someone who attended the conference or someone who knew why 
the President had called the meeting.. Secretary PACE stated 
that, otherwise, he was unable to be of any assistance. Secre¬ 
tary PACE was asked if he knew of or was suspicious of any 
security weakness in the Departments represented at the con¬ 
ference which might suggest a source for this leak, and he 
responded negatively. 
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INTERVIEW WITH THOMAS K. FINLETTER 


THOMAS 1C. FINLETTER, Secretary of the Air Force, was 
interviewed on December li}., 1951, in his office in the Pentagon 
by Special Agents THOMAS J. JENKINS and KENNETH T. DELAVIGNE. 

Mr* FINLETTER advised he attended a conference held in the 
Cabinet Room at the White House on December 10, 1951* 

Secretary FINLETTER advised that prior to the commence¬ 
ment of the conference, he was not briefed concerning the agenda 
in any way. He recalled that General VANDENBERG came to his office 
sometime before the meeting on the morning of December 10, and 
said something about the meeting at the White House, but he did 
not recall exactly what was said by General VANDENBERG or discussed 
in this connection. 

Secretary FINLETTER advised he had gone from his 
office to the conference with Secretary PACE. He stated that 
upon conclusion of the meeting, he went downstairs from the con¬ 
ference room with Secretary LOVETT. He stated that Secretary 
PACE was detained a minute or two and joined Secretary LOVETT 
and him downstairs and they all three rode together back to the 
Pentagon in LOVETT’S car. 

He stated he is positive he took no notes of any sort 
at the conference, and advised that during the conference, he 
could possibly have made a single note. He stated that if he 
did make such a note, he left it behind him at the conference 
or took it with him and destroyed it later. He advised that any 
note he did make was extremely brief and in no way could be con¬ 
sidered to be approximate full notes. He stated he can almost 
positively state he did not put pencil to paper. He advised he 
cannot recall seeing anyone else at the conference taking notes. 

He advised that following the Presidential meeting, he 
met General VANDENBERG at 12:00 Noon, and then at 1:00 P.M., had 
luncheon with the Secretary of Defense and a group of labor 
representatives. He advised that he dictated no memorandum or 
writing of any sort with direct and immediate relation to the 
meeting. He advised he has seen no memoranda or material of any 
sort written by anyone relating to the conference concerned with 
this investigation. 
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He advised he is positive he has discussed the meeting 
only with VANDENBERG and LOVETT. In qualifying this, he advised 
that even these discussions were not as to the actual conference 
but pertinent more to matters which were logical follow-throughs 
and outgrowths of the items discussed at the conference and the 
views expressed of those in attendance. 

Mr. FINLETTER stated that on the day of the conference. 

General VANDENBERG came to his offic e about 12;00 Noon and _ 

dictated a ro ugh draft memorandum tof 

L concerning the views on the withdrawal of troops 
from Korea in the event of a cease-fire order. He stated that 
after this memorandum was typed up, he destroyed it and dictated 
to the same secretary another rough draft memorandum of his own 
(FINLETTER) along the same lines, the original of which was fur¬ 
nished to Mr. LOVETT during the latter part of the afternoon of 
December 10, 1951* He stated that the following day he prepared 
a new memorandum for Mr. LOVETT pertaining to the same matter. 

Mr. FINLETTER made a copy of this memorandum available and Is set 
forth as follows: 


"December 10, 1951 

"MEMORANDUM FOR THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 


”1. The conference with the President today on 
the Korean situation failed to bring out certain im¬ 
portant points. 

"2. At the meeting it was decided that, since 
we now have what we went into Korea to get, namely the 
defeat of the aggression, we should adopt the attitude 
of conceding all points within reason to get the cease¬ 
fire . 


"3. What wasn't said, however, is that once we 
get a cease-fire, from that moment on our military 
position deteriorates . The Chinese, free from our 
interdiction campaign, can bring in men and materiel - 
and no inspection teams of ours are going to stop them. 
Our morale will go down. Our fighting ability will go 
down. And our domestic support for the operation will 
go down further than it already has. 
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”1}.. Moreover, the attaining of the cease-fire 
may fall to defeat the Russo-Chinese plan of pinning 
down Targe quantities of 'o'Ur military power In Korea . 
This results from the fact that an agreement to permit 
the gradual withdrawal of UN and Communist troops, 
without a firm decision in advance by the UN to punish 
a violation of the cease-fire by aggressive means, is 
not to our interest, and cannot be carried out without 
risking all we have fought for in Korea. Once we 
withdraw our troops they are going to be very hard to 
put back. On the contrary it would be easy for the 
Communists to withdraw beyond the Yalu and come back 
whenever they want to. 

"In short, a cease-fire without a firm position 
and statement as to what the UN intends to do if the 
terms of the cease-fire are broken and without pro¬ 
vision for the rapid withdrawal of UN troops , is a 
disadvantageous operation from our point ofview. 

"5- The question arises what then should we do? 
The following is. suggested: 

"a. Make a provision in the cease-fire ar¬ 
rangements which will result in the United Nations 
ground troops being pulled out as rapidly as they can 
be after the signing of the cease-fire. 

"b. Leave a thin line of South Korean troops, 
and maybe even a token United Nations force, in South 
Korea. 

"c. Make arrangements with our major allies 
to issue a joint statement, approved by the UN, serv¬ 
ing notice on China that we no longer intend to hold 
the Korean front by great ground forces as at present, 
but that if the Chinese run over our modest forces 
that will bring down vast retaliatory action by the 
UN on the mainland of Ghina. We should also consider 
whether this statement might not contain a request to 
Russia to use her best efforts to prevent the Chinese 
from Violating the cease-fire agreement. 

"d. We must agree with our friends in the UN 
what this vast retaliatory action means. It 
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presumably would mean a naval blockade, harassment of 
the lines of communication by bombing, continuing the 
use of guerrilla troops, and maybe releasing Chiang 
for action on the mainland. The question of certain 
other special air action would have to be considered; 
also the use of the A-bomb. These are, however, in a 
way, questions of detail. The important thing is to 
get agreement with our friends in TIN to be ready to go 
through with a good tough Campaign, but without the 
use of ground troops other than Chiang*s. 

(Signed) Thomas K. Finletter" 


With respect to the final memorandum prepared by 
Mr.FINLETTER, he had in his office, at the time of the inter¬ 
view, eighteen copies of this memorandum. He advised that the 
original had gone to Mr. LOVETT and he believed that another 
copy went to General VANDENBERG. He stated an original and 
nineteen copies of this memorandum were prepared. 

In connection with the VANDENBERG rough draft memorandum 
and the rough draft memorandum of FINLETTER, these were located 
at the time of the interview in Mr. FINLETTER*s office torn in 
pieces, and it was not possible, at the time of the interview, 
for his secretaries to piece together all of the copies of the 
memoranda, but they were able to piece together from the con¬ 
fidential waste in his office the originals of these two rough 
draft memoranda. 


Secretary FINLE TTER advised all of the memoranda in 
question were dictated to I |. He 

advised the security regulations in his office are very exacting 
and are of the type to prevent the entrance of any outside 
individual during the daytime. He advised that during the 
evening hours all confidential material is securely locked up. 

He advised the material handled in his office, and particularly 
the m emoranda tinder discussion, would have been seen nr>l y by him - 
self, 1 and his 

aide, Colonel WILLIAM^HIPPS. He informed top sedret material 
handled in his office'would not be examined even by official 
military and civilian personnel outside his. immediate staff, as 
identified above. He stated he is completely certain of the 
security of his office and stated it to be his opinion that it 
would be most irregular for any individual, other than himself 
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and the three members of the staff, to see these memoranda. With 
further relation to the security of the memoranda involved, he 
stated that he recalls he personally delivered the original to 
Secretary LOVETT. 

In connection with this memorandum Colonel WILLIAM 
HIPPS, aide to Mr. FINLETTER, subsequently furnished a case 
history concerning these memoranda prepared by General VANDENBERG 
and Secretary PINLETTER relative to the meeting at the White 
House on December 10, 1951* General VANDENBERG's memorandum 
was typed once with original and three copies. All copies 
accounted for ordered destroyed by Secretary PINLETTER. Mr. 
PINLETTER had prepared one draft original and three copies, all 
accounted for and ordered destroyed. Mr. PINLETTER prepared a 
second draft with original and six copies, the original of which 
was given to Mr. LOVETT with no signature, the remaining six 
copies accounted for. The third dhaft original and seven copies 
all accounted for. The final memorandum, a copy of which is set 
forth above, was prepared as an original and nineteen copies. 

The original was given by Mr. PINLETTER to Mr. LOVETT and copy 
number nine was given to General VANDENBERG. The copy furnished 
General VANDENBERG was returned and all other copies have been 
accounted for in Mr. PINLETTER's office. Secretary LOVETT ad¬ 
vised Inspector GARL E. HENNRICH and Special Agent CARL A. GRAHAM 
that he had in his possession the original memorandum prepared 
by Mr. FINLETTER. In connection with the original of the rough 
draft Which was delivered to Mr. LOVETT by Mr. PINLETTER, Mr. 
PINLETTER advised and had at the time of the interview this 
original rough draft memorandum which he stated he obtained from 
Mr. LOVETT'S office so that he could prepare the final memorandum 
for Mr. LOVETT on this matter. 

He was asked as to whether he knows JACK ANDERSON, an 
employee of DREW PEARSON, and he informed he knows no individual 
by this name. In response to questions, he likewise advised he 
does not know any employee or associate of DREW PEARSON. He 
stated that some years ago he did know an individual, whose name 
he could not recall, who was employed as a "leg-man" for P EAR SON, 
but has had no contact with this individual. He advised he is 
acquainted with DREW PEARSON, but advised he has not seen him 
for months and stated positively he has not discussed the matter 
under investigation with PEARSON in any way. He stated he dis¬ 
cussed this meeting only with General VANDENBERG and Secretary 
LOVETT and on the basis indicated herein before. He recalled 
that on December 11, 1951* he had luncheon at 1:00 P.M. at the 
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Metropolitan Club with Admiral SOUERS and in this regard in¬ 
formed that it is possible he may have mentioned the meeting 
during his luncheon with SOUERS, but does not think this occurred 
and advised that if it did occur, it was merely a mention and 
not a discussion. He was specifically questioned as to whether 
he had in mind any suspects who might have been responsible for 
the leak of information involved, or whether he possessed any 
other information of possible aid or pertinence to this investi¬ 
gation, and in response thereto advised he possesses no infor¬ 
mation whatsoever. 
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INTERVIEW WITH GENERAL HOYT S. VANDENBERG. 

CHIEF, U.S. AIR FORCE 

General HOYT S. VANDENBERG was interviewed on Decem¬ 
ber 17, 1951, at Ms office by Special Agents KENNETH T. 

DELAVIGNE and THOMAS J. JENKINS. 

He stated on December 8, 1951, General BRADLEY told 
Mm that the President was making inquiry about a message the 
Joint CMefs of Staff sent to General RIDGWAY concerning the 
peace negotiations, and they drew the conclusion that the Presi¬ 
dent possibly would come back to WasMngton to discuss the 
reasons behind the message and the conditions being discussed in 
the peace negotiations. 

General VANDENBERG stated he had been officially in¬ 
formed of the. meeting by Ms Aide, Brigadier General R. A. 

-- GRUSSENDORF, who had been informed by General ROBERTrLBE that 
Admiral LABOR., Assistant Secretary of the Joint CMefs of Staff, 
had received word that the meeting was to be held on December 10, 
1951* He stated that on December 9, 1951, in preparation for 
this conference, he requested Ms office to have on his desk on 
the morning of December 10, 1951, the available air strength and 
composition of the Air Force in Korea and other Far Eastern units, 
and also a paper which had been prepared a week before on the 
location of all f- 86 planes other than those in Korea. He stated 
that he desired tMs information so that he would have it avail¬ 
able at the meeting at the WMte House in the event the President 
made any inquiry concerMng these matters. He stated that on 
the morning of the conference and just prior to the conference 
he had discussed with Mr. FINLETTER the information on the F-86 
planes, advising Mm that tMs information should be available 
at the meeting in the event the President made any inquiry con¬ 
cerning it. 


In connection with the question as to whether he had 
prepared any memorandum or other record with relation to the 
matters covered at the conference. General VANDENBERG expl ain ed 
that he had an alternate proposal on the peace negotiation in¬ 
suring protection of the 8th Army. He stated at the time of the 
conference at the White House he had tMs alternative proposal 
in mind and mentioned it at the conference without giving any 
details. In tMs connection General VANDENBERG stated that what 
he said at the conference was substantially as follows: "There 
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is a possible additional approach, to this question. If the UN \ 
could come out with a very strong statement to the effect that \ 
if there was a violation to the present line of contact, there 1 
would be a new war with ho holds barred, and we might be able to j 
afford to pull out practically all troops immediately after a ' 
cease-fire and let the Reds put in as many airfields and troops 
as they desired.” He pointed out at the conference this statement 
by himself, which was the only statement he made at the conference, 
was discussed for about a minute and a half by those present. 

He stated shortly following the conference on the same 
day he conferred with Mr. FINLETTER about this alternate proposal, 
and together they prepared a memorandum for Mr. LOVETT, Secretary 
of Defense. He stated after the memorandum was prepared he and 
Mr. FINLETTER personally delivered the original to Mr. LOVETT. 

He stated there was nothing in the memorandum that had been dis¬ 
cussed at the President’s conference, and, in fact, specifically 
described its contents as relating to matters which had not been 
discussed at the White House conference. General VANDENBERG 
stated that he had a copy of this memorandum, and he had given 
it to his aide. Colonel CHARLES V-rfWORPHY, for possible use of 
the State Department in the event the proposal appeared to have 
any merit. He stated Colonel MURPHY was an officer on a special 
assignment in his (VANDENBERG’s) office to assist him for speech 
writing. 


General VANDENBERG stated since the conference he had 
discussed it only with Secretaries LOVETT and FINLETTER. 

General VANDENBERG read the article attributed to 
ROBERT S. ALLEN as appearing in the "New York Post” for December 
13, 1951. 


He stated in connection with remarks in the article 
attributed to himself, they were definitely not stated by him 
at the conference although he has made similar remarks at the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff conferences and has stated them in public. 

General VANDENBERG stated he believed that the 
article was largely in error on what actually transpired at 
the conference. He stated he was of the opinion that any per¬ 
son who had access to what transpired at the conference could 
have written a far better article unless the writer had delib¬ 
erately slanted it, pointing out that the ALLEN article did not 
reflect the real purpose of the meeting. General VANDENBERG 
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further stated he believes the ALLEN article could have been 
prepared by someone who had closely followed the Korean situation 
and the public statements and positions proclaimed by the various 
Joint Chiefs of Staff without access to an actual account of the 
meeting. 


With respect to the material in the article attri¬ 
buted to General BRADLEY, General VANDENBERG stated he could 
not recall General BRADLEY saying that the UN could have a cease¬ 
fire in Korea. He pointed out that no one is sure of a cease¬ 
fire and that everyone is wondering if a cease-fire can be ob¬ 
tained. He further stated with respect to the statement attri¬ 
buted to General BRADLEY concerning rotation of troops and 
the building of airfields in North Korea, General BRADLEY may 
have said this but it certainly was not the main subject matter 
of the conference. He pointed out the main reason for the con¬ 
ference was not the concessions that would be made but how far 
the United States would go before ceasing the negotiations. 

General VANDENBERG further pointed out that he did not think 
General BRADLEY would say the Communists refused to agree with 
the UN view relating to the rotation of troops because the nego¬ 
tiations are still being carried on and that the matter concerning 
the rotation of troops has not come to the breaking point. 

General VANDENBERG stated that as far as he knows the Reds have 
not tried to trade on the issue of new airfields as against the 
issue of rotation of troops. He pointed out the U.S. has in¬ 
sisted as one of the points in the negotiation that there were 
to be no new airfields constructed in North Korea. He stated 
he does not recall General BRADLEY stating that the Reds have 
indicated they would make a concession on troop rotation if 
allowed to build some airfields in North Korea. He feels positive 
that if General BRADLEY had made such statement that he certainly 
would have remembered it, pointing out that the United States’ 
position has always been positive on not allowing the construction 
of new airfields in North Korea, and therefore, this point was 
not discussed at the conference because it was an accepted fact. 

With respect to the material attributed to General 
COLLINS, General VANDENBERG stated he could not recall this 
matter being brought up at the conference but it had been dis¬ 
cussed at previous Joint Chiefs of Staff meetings. He is posi¬ 
tive that General COLLINS did not relate the points concerning 
rotation of troops to the points concerning the construction of 
new airfields in North Korea. He stated he is of the opinion 
that General COLLINS has always maintained that the UN forces 
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are strong in Korea and that we can hold the peninsulaj however, 
he did not recall General COLLINS saying this at the conference, 
and he is positive that General COLLINS made no remarks concern¬ 
ing the airfield point. General VANDENBERG stated that he would 
have been extremely surprised if General COLLINS had made the 
remark at the conference “Until hell freezes over”. He stated 
that this meeting was much more dignified, and he believes that 
General COLLINS would not have spoken to the President in such 
language, and if General COLLINS had so spoken, he (VANDENBERG) 
would have certainly remembered it. 

Concerning that part of the article which states 
General BRADLEY agreed with General COLLINS, he stated he does 
not recall this at the conference or does he recall any mention 
of the importance of not allowing the Communists to build up a 
powerful Air Force. 

With respect to that part of the article which refers 
to the President listening intently to the military leaders and 
saying nothing until they had finished. General VANDENBERG stated 
that was not what happened at the conference. He stated the 
President first had General BRADLEY brief those present on the 
Korean situation and then the President told the conference what 
was troubling him concerning the instructions sent to General 
RIDGWAY. He stated General BRADLEY and Secretary LOVETT together 
with Acting Secretary WEBB did most of the talking. He stated 
General COLLINS and himself had very little to say. 

With respect to that part of the article attributed to 
the President concerning the President’s anxiety to bring the 
fighting to an end. General VANDENBERG stated that he couldn’t 
recall the President saying this, but that the President could 
have stated it, and he would expect the President at such a 
conference to say substantially what is attributed to him in 
the article. He pointed out he is definite that the President 
did not say "but I will not agree to concessions to the Commu¬ 
nists that we may regret later on". He stated the President 
had not made this point in that way. He stated that the article 
makes it appear that the President thought the members attending 
the conference wanted peace at any price. He stated, however, 
actually such was not the case. He stated at the conclusion of 
the conference the President agreed with those present on their 
reasons for sending the negotiation instructions to General 
RIDGWAY. 







WFO 65-6060 


General VANDENBERG advised with respect to the 
statement in the article that the buildup of South Korea 
was discussed, that this was true. He pointed out, however, this 
is not unusual and this question is normally discussed at all 
meetings of this type because of the importance of this question. 

He was asked to state whether he recalled any comment 
by the President during the conference as to a possible extension 
of time in the event a cease-fire order was not achieved by 
December 27, 1951. It is to be noted that a reference to such 
an alleged statement on the part of the President was contained 
in the PEARSON article in the possession of JACK ANDERSON. 

General VANDENBERG advised to the best of his knowledge the 
President made no such reference. 

General VANDENBERG stated he was not acquainted 
with JACK ANDERSON or any other employee or associate of 
DREW PEARSON. He stated he has only met DREW PEARSON on 
one occasion which was about two years ago when he was 
introduced to him in the Pentagon Building. He stated the 
last time he had any contact of any sort with ROBERT S. ALIEN 
was when the latter was the Intelligence Officer for General 
GEORGE PATTON in Europe during World War II. 

He was asked if he could furnish any information^ 
or had any suggestions which might assist the FBI in carrying 
out the desire of the President in this matter. He replied 
in the negative. 
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INTERVIEW WITH GENERAL J. LAWTON COLLINS 


General J* LAWTON COLLINS, Army Chief of Staff, was interviewed 
by Special Agents MAURICE A. TAILOR and CARL E. GRAHAM in his office. 

Room 3E668, Pentagon, on December 17, 1951* 

General COLLINS advised he attended the White House conference 
Monday, December 10, 1951* General COLLINS stated that he followed Mr* 
WHITEHAIR as speaker and related he made three points, speaking at two 
different times* General COLLINS advised he first directed remarks to 
the question as to whether a U.N. statement containing a threat would have 
any deterring effect on the Communist enemy. It had been suggested that 
it would have an effect on the Russians and possibly on the amount of aid 
afforded the Chinese by the Russians. Admiral FECHTEEER doubted the wisdom 
of including any threat to be contingent on breach of an armistice agree¬ 
ment as no one knows what action we may find desirable several years from 
now when the agreement may be violated. General COLLINS said his own 
views in the matter were that he did not agree with Admiral FECHTELER’s 
position, but rather concurred with the position that while the Chinese 
Communists might disregard a warning, it still might have a good effect 
on the Russians* General COLLINS stated while he was speaking, he covered 
another matter, namely, that the armistice might be all we will get, that 
we may not get a peace treaty for several years, and that we may want to 
stay there a long times and. that whatever the conditions of the armistice, 
we will want to rebuild and make repairs in the rear areas* General 
COLLINS continued that he also stated he would favor everything in connec¬ 
tion with repairs and rehabilitation except in connection with permitting 
military airfields to be built and pointed out we may have to give in on 
one or two commercial airfields. 

General COLLINS remarked that at a later time during the pro¬ 
ceedings of the conference, the President eixpressed great concern over the 
air build-up of the. Communist forces and the possibility that we might not 
be able to maintain our forces in Korea. General COLLINS stated this was 
the reason that he again spoke. General COLLINS stated he assured the 
President that if this was what was causing the President’s concern, he 
would guarantee that we will not be thrown out of Korea* 

The article prepared by columnist ROBERT S. ALLEN which appeared 
in the ’’New York Post” December 13, 1951, was displayed to General COLLINS. 
That column in substance indicated General COLLINS favored some terms on 
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the airfield dispute but insisted the Communists be required to agree on 
troop rotation, pointing out the lack of troop rotation would effect the 
morale of our men* In addition General COLLINS was reported by ALLEN to 
have stated our army could hold the present line "until hell freezes 
over*" General COLLINS related the ALLEN article substantially set forth 
his position in this matter and that part of the remarks attributed to 
him by ALLEN actually may have been made by him* He related he may have 
made some mention of troop rotation at the conference but he was not sure 
that he did mention it* 

General COLLINS was not absolutely certain as to the language 
he employed in the above statement and advised he may have used the phrase 
I will "put my money" or "for my money," we will not be thrown out, but is 
certain that he did not say that our forces can hold on in Korea "until 
hell freezes over*" He commented that this is not an expression which he 
uses and added that he would not have used it before the President at a 
formal conference* 

The ALLEN news column quoted the President as having remarked 
in substance that he was anxious to bring the fighting to an end if 
possible but would not agree to concessions that we may regret later on. 
Also the President warned the necessity of being careful lest in our 
eagerness to secure truce we sell ourselves short. Concerning this state¬ 
ment attributed to the President, General COLLINS stated it was essentially 
what the President had said but not a word for word quotation* The ALLEN 
column was noted to attribute to General VANDENBERG in substance he was 
vigorously opposed to giving any ground on the matter of permitting the 
Communists to build airfields, pointing out bases in North Korea would be 
of great combat value in the event the Communists decide to break the 
truce next spring* General COLLINS stated ALLEN 1 s remarks attributed to 
General VANDENBERG were essentially correct although not as complete as 
General VANDENBERG had outlined his position* The ALIEN column in sub¬ 
stance set forth General BRADLEY as having pointed out the issues of the 
deadlock on the. matter of rotation of our troops along with the Communists* 
insisting on a freeze on replacements and weapons. Also General B RADLEY 
was reported as having indicated the Communists would make concessions on 
rotation if they were permitted to build some airfields. General COLLINS 
related that the ALLEN column was essentially accurate but he did not 
believe that General BRADLEY had indicated the Communists were trading a 
rotation of troops against airfields as stressed by ALLEN* 

General COLLINS could offer no suggestion as to how a leak had 
occurred and expressed the belief it would be possible for someone to have 
prepared the column of ROBERT S« ALLEN from bits of information picked up 
here and there from individuals receiving the information second or third 
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hand from an official who attended the conferences, such second or third 
hand sources being persons possessed of intimate knowledge of the subject 
matter and previous conferences* As for the personnel present at the 
"White House conference. General COLLINS advised he had no personal suspicions 
concerning any member present* 

General COLLINS advised that he did not make any notes during 
or after the conference, and thereafter did not make any record of memorandum 
of the proceedings of the conference* Furthermore, he stated he had not 
discussed the proceedings of the conference with anyone* 

General COLLINS recalled his acquaintanceship with DREW PEARSON 
dated back several years when he was Chief of Public Information shortly 
after the war* He advised his first meeting with PEARSON came about follow¬ 
ing a PEARSON article which had criticized General EISENHOWER unjustly so 
he invited PEARSON to his home to talk the matter over* At’that time. 

General COLLINS advised he and PEARSON reached a "gentlemens agreement 11 
that whenever PEARSON received ary complaints or allegations of inefficiency, 
dishonesty, or other malfeasance in connection with the Aimy, he would first 
make them known to General COLLINS, who would in turn ascertain and furnish 
the true facts to PEARSON* If the facts were as alleged, PEARSON could pub¬ 
lish them 3 but if he could show they were false or inaccurate, PEARSON would 
refrain from publication* General COLLINS related that this working arrange¬ 
ment with PEARSON had. been satisfactory for a considerable time* General 
COLLINS recalled that sometime during the period of the GARRSON brothers 
fraud investigations, PEARSON had called him one Sunday to inquire whether 
the Amy had a contract for the manufacture of caskets and in which con¬ 
tract the GARRSONS had an interest* General COLLINS advised he ascertained 
that the information presented by PEARSON was not true and so advised 
PEARSON, who refrained from making any mention of it* Sometime later General 
COLLINS recalled PEARSON had published a critical article containing 
erroneous information, so he had PEARSON to lunch in the Pentagon and called 
his attention to PEAR30N t s having violated their ”gentlemen T s agreement”* 
General COLLINS advised he recalled no further incidents thereafter* 

General COLLINS stated that he had never engaged in any social 
dealings with PEARSON and had never visited in his home or received him 
except on the one occasion* As a matter of fact, he has not seen PEARSON 
in more than a year* General COLLINS added that he knows who JACK ANDERSON 
is, but never had met him; likewise, he did not know the identity of any 
other of PEARS0N t s employees* Concerning ROBERT S« ALLEN, General COLLINS 
stated he knew ALLEN, but had not seen nor talked with him in more than a 
year* 
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INTERVIEW WITH MAJOR GENERAL CHARLES P. CABELL 


Major General CHARLES P. CABELL, United States Air Forces, 
Director, Joint Staff, was interviewed at his office. Room 2E928, 
Pentagon, on December 15, 1951, by Special Agents MAURICE A. TAYLOR 
and CARL E. GRAHAM. 

General CABELL advised that he had attended the White House 
conference held at 10s30 AM, December 10, 1951, as an observer with 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff. He advised he had taken no part in the 
actual proceedings. He stated he did not discuss anything which 
occurred at the conference with anyone with the exception of a con¬ 
versation with Admiral THOMAS->RQBBINS of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. 
Reference will be made to this conversation with General ROBBINS 
hereinafter. General CABELL made no notes or memoranda during or 
following the conference. He returned to the Pentagon immediately ‘ 
following the conference. 

General CABELL stated he was unaware that any leak had occurred 
or that an investigation was in progress at the time he was interviewed* 
He declared he was not acquainted with ROBERT S. ALLEN or JACK ANDERSON 
or any other of DREW PEARSON'S employees. He stated he thought he may 
have met DREW PEARSON on one occasion at a cocktail party but was not 
certain of this* 

General CABELL also stated that Admiral WILLIAM FECHTELER had 
spoken briefly concerning the question of introducing into the truce 
negotiations a threat that in the event of breach the Communists could 
expect the war to be widened, which threat we later might not be able 
or desire to carry out. In connection with this. General CABELL advised 
he had a subsequent discussion with Admiral THOMAS ROBBINS, although 
it is recalled with reference to the alleged newspaper column prepared 
by JACK ANDERSON some reference was made about extending the cease-fire 
negotiations deadline beyond December 27, 1951. General CABELL advised 
that he did not recall that President TRUMAN or the others made specific 
reference to the cease-fire date or indicated that an extension beyond 
this date would be sought or granted. He stated he was not certain 
whether the deadline had been mentioned at all, but that if so it was 
not belabored in the discussion. General CABELL recalled that that 
question and all other questions pertinent at the Presidential con¬ 
ference previously had been discussed at great length in various Joint 
Chiefs of Staff meetings attended by General CABELL 
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The column of ROBERT S* ALIEN dated December 13, 1951, "which 
appeared in the w New York Post,*’ was displayed to General CABELL for his 
examination* He expressed the belief it was not an accurate account of 
the proceedings at the "White House conference, but that it contained a 
continuous thread to indicate the author, ALLEN, had an informant who 
attended the conference. For example. General CABELL stated that the 
ALLEN column indicates that the Communists were bargaining the rotation 
of troops issue against concessions from us on their airfield demands. 

He stated he did not believe General BRADLEY placed emphasis on the 
airfields versus rotation items and that these were merely two items 
mentioned in connection with the negotiations. He stated that there is 
some feeling that the Communists are using the rotation question to 
wrangle concessions generally, but he did not believe this was specifically 
brought out in the "White House conference* 

With reference to the statement attributed to General COLLINS 
in the ALLEN columh to the effect that General COLLINS was inclined to 
favor some terms on the airfield dispute. General CABELL stated this was 
an oversimplification and not strictly accurate* He stated that it 
appeared that this reflected some views which COLLINS may have expressed 
in the past at previous meetings of the Joint Chiefs of Staff* 

General CABELL referred further to the ALLEN column and to the 
statement in it attributed to the President* General CABELL advised he 
considered it an accurate summation, although not a verbatim quotation* 
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IMTEftVXEW WITH MR. JAMES EgffilY, JR., 


>Ir. JAMES E. LAI, JR., Executive Secretary, National Security Council, 

was interviewed by Special Agents JOSEPH A. CONNORS, JR. and PAUL J. TIERNEY 
on December 15, 195l. 

Mr. LAY advised that he attended the President's conference at the 
White House on December 10, 1951, as a representative of the National Security 
Council. At this time, he explained, the National Security Council was pre¬ 
paring a draft concerned with present truce negotiations in Korea. 


Mr. LAY commented in detail as to the opinions expressed by the various 
individuals attending the aforementioned conference. 


Mr. LAY advised that there was no written or oral agenda or program 
for the conference. He added that no minutes were kept, and there was no'record 
of any actions to be taken. He did not recall anyone taking notes, with the 
exception of Secretary FINLETTER, who may merely have been "doodling.'* 


Mr. LAY advised that he made notes at the conference for the President's 
benefit. He brought the notes directly from the conference to his office and 
placed them in a safe. He described the notes as the personal property of the 
President. He advised that, to his knowledge, no one but himself has seen the 
notes.^ He added that his secretaries have access to the safe where his notes 
are maintained, but did not think anyone who did not have a thorough understanding 


of what went on could decipher the notes, 
personal .abbreviations, etcetera. Tha l~ 


He explained that the notes con sist,p. 

office are 


u£ji 


of 


b6 

b7C 


Mr. LAY advised that, following the conference, he informed his Deputy, 
Mr. S. EVEREf|_QLE.AS0N, as to the opinions expressed by the various individuals 
who attended the conference. He explained that he and GLEASON worked together 
on the NSC aspects of the Korean problems, and in this connection, he advises 
GLEASON of all important matters in connection therewith. He stated he attempts 
to keep GLEASON as well informed as himself concerning all details of current 
developments in connection with the NSC. 


Mr. LAY advised that, subsequent to the conference, the "Time" 
magazine representative at the White House, whose name he could not recall, 
telephoned him, asking two questions: (l) He, facetiously, asked Mr. LAY if the 
latter were the cause of the President's sudden return to Washington from Key 
West, to which question Mr, LAY answered, "No." (2) Hr. LAY was then asked if 

a reported request of General EISENHOWER to be replaced was discussed at the 
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conference. Mr. LAY informed that he advised the newspaperman that he was un¬ 
able to say anything about the conference. 

In answer to a specific question, lie. LAY advised that he could not 
recall any discussions at the conference concerning a recommendation of the 
President that there be an extension of time in the event an armistice were not 
obtained by December 27, 1951* Mr. LAY advised that the conference did relate 
to concessions which might be made to the Communists. 

Mr. LAY advised that he does not know, nor has he spoken to DREW 
PEARSON or PEARSON'S leg-man, JACK ANDERSON. Fe was unable to furnish any 
information as to a possible source of the leak of information from the White 
House conference. 

Mr. LAY furnished the following information concerning indicated 
portions of the column of ROBERT S. ALIM in the "New York Post" of December 13, 

1951 : 

Quotes from ALLEN Column Remarks of Mr. LAY 

"The UN can have a cease fire in Korea, M r . LAY described this as a good 

but at the cost of important concessions summation of General BRADLEY'S 

to the Reds. That's what the Joint remarks at the conference. He 

Chiefs told the President in their big also advised that General BRADLEY'S 

conference with him after his return. ideas in this respect conceivably 

General BRADLEY declared the protracted could have come from another source, 
truce negotiations have reached the paint inasmuch as he believed that they 
'where a few concessions on both sides had. been previously discussed, 

could bring an agreement if the Commun¬ 
ists really want one'". 

"General HOYT VANDENBERG vigorously 
opposed giving any ground on that. (Re¬ 
ferring to concessions on the Communists' 
airfield demand). He wanted a cease-fire 
if one can be worked out that is fair and 
proper declared the Air Chief of Staff, 
but I don't see how we can safely do any¬ 
thing that will enable the Reds to build 
up their air strength. That is what per¬ 
mitting them to build airfields will 
amount to. Siich bases in North Korea will 
be of great combat value to them if they 
decide to break the truce next Spring which 
I wouldn't put past them". 

»>. 
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lie. LAY advised that this statement, 
as to VANDENBERG 1 S expressions at 
the conference, is false. VANDENBERG 
generally agreed with the statement 
of General BRADLEY at the conference. 
He explained that General BRADLEY 
clearly indicated that later in the 
negotiations, the UN might be willing 
to make concessions as to airfields 
if the number of airfields were, 
appropriately, limited. 
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Quotes from ALLEN column 

A statement attributed to General 
COLLINS relating to concessions 
on rotation of UN troops that "it 
is an unfair demand and the only 
reason the Reds are making it is 
to try to force us to give in on 
airfields". 

Statement attributed to General 
COLLINS that "our Army can hold 
the present line until hell freezes 
over"• 


The statement attributed to the 
President that "as you know I am 
very anxious to bring the fighting to 
an end if that is possible. But I 
will not agree to concessions to 
the Communists that we may regret 
later on. Tie want to be very care¬ 
ful that we do not sell ourselves 
short-in our eagerness to secure a 
truce for our men"* 


"Also discussed was the question of 
building up the South Korean Army". 




Remarks of Mr. LAY 

Mr. LAY could not recall General 
COLLINS making a statement to this 
effect. 


Mr. LAY described this as correct in 
thought, but considered the words 
"until hell freezes over" as wrong* 

To his recollection, General COLLINS 
assured the President the Army troops 
could hold the line for the next year. 

Mr. LAY described this as a good 
summation of the views expressed by 
the President at the conference. 

Mr. LAY advised that, in his opinion, 
this information, in particular, could 
have come from no source except through 
an individual who was in attendance 
at the conference on December 10, 1951• 
He explained that he did not feel that 
anyone who attended the conference had 
a clear idea of the President’s views 
on matters discussed at the conference. 
Mr. LAY based this conclusion on the 
fact that the President had been at 
Key West for sometime prior to the 
conference. 

Mr. LAY advised that the matter of 
building up the South Korean Army 
was discussed at the conference, as 
indicated above. 
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INTERVIEW WITH MR. JAMES E. WBB 


Mr. JAMES E. WBB, Under Secretary of State, was interviewed at his 
home, 3U07 Rodman Street, Northwest, on the evening of Friday, December llj., 

1951, by Special Agents JOSEPH A. CONNORS, JR., and PAUL J. TIERNEY. Special 
Agent RALPH ROACH of the Liaison Section of the Bureau was also present 
during the interview. 

Mr. WBB advised that he was in attendance at the President's con¬ 
ference held at the White House on the morning of December 10, 1951* He 
furnished general background information of events leading up to the confer¬ 
ence and also details as to the comments of various individuals in attendance 
at the conference. 

Mr. WBB advised that there was no formally prepared agenda for the 
conference. He further advised that he took no notes during the conference, 
and that he does not know whether anyone else present took notes. 

In answer to a specific question^ Mr. WBB advised that he did not 
recall any discussion at this conference concerning a suggestion by the 
President that in the event an armistice x-jas not reached by December 27, 1951* 
arrangements should be made for an extension of the time. 

The conference terminated between 11:30 and 11:35 A.M., at which 
time, pursuant to the President's specific request, Mr. WBB stayed with 
the President and went into his office for a further conference with respect 
to the impending visit of British Prime Minister CHURCHILL to the United States. 
WBB then returned to his office and dictated a brief memo to include (l) that 
no notes or instructions had been taken at the President's conference in 
connection with the discussion of the proposed draft to be issued to General 
RIDGWAY, inasmuch as Mr. H. FREEMAN MATTHEW was present during the discussion 
and was in a position to see that the necessary action required by the State 
Department would be taken. (2) The second part of WBB'S memo dealt with the 
necessary data that would have to be prepared to brief the President on 
matters that would be discussed with Prime Minister CHURCHILL. 

WBB stated he had not discussed the details of the conversations 
in the President's general conference on December 10, 1951* with anyone. 

He stated he was not acquainted with JACK ANDERSON, who is associated with 
Columnist DREW PEARSON j that he does know DREW PEARSON, bxit has not been in 
contact with him for at least six months. Nevertheless, he has seen other 
newspapermen subsequent to December 10, one of whom was JIMrF^EE, Washington 
correspondent for the Raleigh News and Observer at Raleigh,* North Carolina. 
Another was JCHN* HIGHTOWR, who covers the State Department with Associated 
Press, and the third and last was JAMEg^RSSTON, associated with the New York 
Times. HIGHTOWER raised two points in questioning WBB: (l) Was there a 
world crisis? (2) Was Europe discussed? WBB gave HIGHTOWR this background: 
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The President is furnished with a great number of written reports concerning 
the world situation. He takes his position seriously, and takes the whole 
situation seriously. The President wants to get the full ’’flavor" of the 
thinking of the top people, as it is the President’s policy to keep in close 
touch with what goes on around the world. TvEBB gave this information to 
HIGHTOWER for background. 

JAMES RESTON contacted WEBB on Tuesday, December 11, 1951* and he 
was given generally the same background information concerning the 
December 10th conference as was given to HIGHTOWER. RESTON’S inquiries of 
WEBB also touched on the reported resignation of Secretary of State DEAN 
ACHESON. WEBB briefed RESTON on the very close relationship between ACHESON 
and the President, and stated such a report of ACHESON*S resignation was not , 
true. RESTON inquired concerning CHURCHILL'S visit, and wanted to know the 
policy of the United States as to CHURCHILL. WEBB advised him that the 
Government was making a very careful study of the background and problems in 
connection with our relations with Great Britain in Europe and the Far East, 
and indicated that this country would be prepared to disucss these problems 
whether CHURGHILL talked about them or not. WEBB advised that RESTON in 
recent articles has been throwing rather sharp barbs at the State Department 
with respect to some of its actions, and he felt that RESTON should be briefed 
as to the Department's activities as set forth above. RESTON also inquired 
as to recent changes in the State Department, and WEBB discussed the signifi¬ 
cance and history of these changes. 

Mr. WEBB was also contacted by | concerning the statement b6 

in the December 10, 1951* issue of the "New York T imes" to the effect that b7c 

he, WEBB, contemplated resigning. He stated | is a representative of 
his hometown newspaper and was interested in this article. 

Mr. V.-E3B was re-interviewed in his office at the State Department 
by Special Agents JOSEPH A. CONNORS, JR., and PAUL J. TIERNEY on December 17, 

1951* to make available to him the contents of the news column of ROBERT S. 

ALLEN, as it appeared in the December 13, 1951* issue of the New York Post 
"Blue Final" edition. His comments od this column follow: 

The column quotes General BRADLEY to the effect that the truce 
negotiations have reached the point "where a few concessions on both sides 
could bring an agreement if the Communists really want one." The column 
also attributes to the President the question "What do they want?", and 
BRADLEY'S response was "The deadlock gets down to this." Mr. "WEBB stated 
the President did not say "What do they want?" The President's inquiry was 
more along these lines, "Why are we willing to go this far with them?" 

Mr. 1'JEBB made it clear that it was not the position of anyone, including 
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BRADLEY, that the talks had reached the stage of a deadlock. While this could 
possibly be the opinion of General MATTHEW RJDGWAY who is conducting the 
negotiations> responsible officials in Washington have never regarded the 
status of these talks as reaching a deadlock. They have always felt that we 
will get an armistice for two reasons, (l) the Communists in forth Korea have 
been very badly hurt, (2) the United Nations forces in Korea are in a posi¬ 
tion of strength and can hold their present lines. It is felt that while 
we want an armistice from the position of global strategy, the Communists 
are anxious to obtain an armistice because of their present weakness in their 
position. Therefore, Mr. TJSBB reiterated that these negotiations have never 
gotten to a deadlock stage and to quote that they have is not correct. 

With respect to the statement attributed to General BRADLEY by ROBERT 
ALLEN to the effect that the Communists would make concessions on our stand 
on rotation of troops if we made concessions that allowed them to build some 
airfields in North Korea, Mr. WEBB stated that this topic was discussed at the 
conference, and he felt that perhaps this information could have come from 
someone in attendance at the conference. However, in WEBB'S opinion, this 
information was also available to others not in attendance at the conference 
who had previously sat in on discussions in the Defense and interested 
Departments and who, prior to the conference, knew General BRADLEY'S position 
concerning these points at issue. Therefore, in Mr. WEBB'S mind such a well 
informed person could have anticipated what remarks General BRADLEY would make 
when these topics were discussed. 

The December 13,1951} column of ROBERT ALLEN attributes the follow¬ 
ing statement to General VAN.OENBBRG: 

"I want a cease-fire if one can be worked cut that is fair and 
proper, but I do not see how we can safely do anything that will enable the 
Reds to build up their air strength. That is what permitting them to build 
air fields w ill amount to. Such bases in North Korea mil be of great combat 
value to them, if they decide to break the truce next spring, which I 
wouldn't put past them." 

Mr. WEBB stated that this was an erroneous statement of General 
VANDENBERG'S position, that at the present time the Communists have a powerful 
air force in North Korea which is well known. 1YEBB stated that VANDENBERG'S 
position in this connection was that if a cease-fire is obtained with the 
threat of a "greater sanction," that air power would be the sanction, and 
that he would withdraw all air power from Korea for re-deployment in.Japan and 
other strategic areas. VANDENBERG went so far as to recommend that if a 
cease-fire is obtained that ground troops could be removed from South Korea 
so that in the event the cease-fire is later violated they would not be des¬ 
troyed by the Communists. He suggested that they, too, be reassigned to 
other strategic locations. 


With respect to the position of General J. LA /TON COLLINS, wherein 
he insisted that Communists be required to agree to the rotation of UN troops 
and is quoted in the column as follows: 
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"That would be a serious blow to the morale of our men. I am 
strongly opposed to any concession on that. It is an unfair demand and 
the only reason the Reds are making it is to try to force us to give in on 
air fields. Our Army can hold the present line until hell freezes over and 
I am flatly opposed to giving the slightest ground on the replacement issue. 
The Reds would have the same right as us on that, and I don’t see why they 
should object to it, except for trading purposes." 

Mr. T-JEBB’S opinion was that this quotation of COLLINS had a strong 
"flavor" of someone who was in attendance at the conference. Ee stated 
that it was CO LLI NS 1 position that it would be impossible to maintain ground 
forces without rotation. 

WBB described the ALLEN column as a whole not as "upsetting as 
it might be" from the security point of view. He added that from reading 
the column, one might gain the impression that United States top officials 
had decided to get tough with the Communists, whereas actually the dis¬ 
cussions at the President's conference were concerned with granting conces¬ 
sions to the Communists. Mr. WBB considered references in the column to 
discussions of building up the South Korean Army as harmful from the security 
standpoint, inasmuch as he felt that they did not want this fact released 
for general information. Mr. WBB advised that references were made to 
building up the South Korean Army at the conference. 

Mr. WBB advised that after considering the column as a whole, 
he was of the opinion that possibly someone attending the conference gave a 
newspaperman too much detailed background concerning the conference, thus 
enabling a column such as the ALLEN column to have been written. Mr. IvEBB 
was questioned as to who might be the source of the information contained 
in the ALLEN column. He advised that he had no suspects as to the source 
of the leak. 
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INTERVIM WITH MR. H. FREEMAN MATTHEWS 


Mr* H. FREEMAN MATTHEWS, Deputy Under Secretary of State, Room 
5121, New State Department, was interviewed by Special Agents JOSEPH A* 
CONNORS, JR*, and PAUL J. TIERNEY, on December lU, 1951* Special Agent 
RALPH ROACH of the Liaison Section of the FBI was also present at the 
interview: 


Mr* MATTHEWS advised that he attended the President r s conference 
held at the White House on the morning of December 10, 1951* He furnished 
in detail information relating to comments of various individuals in > 

attendance at the Presidents conference* 

"With respect to the item in the material shown by JACK ANDERSON ■> 

to General BRADLEY on the evening of December 12, 1951, wherein it was 
stated that the President had indicated we would grant an extension of 
time if cease-fire were not obtained by December 27, 1951, Mr* MATTHEWS 
advised that to his recollection this matter was not discussed at the 
conference* 

Mr* MATTHEWS returned direptly to his office from the December 
10, 1951 conference, and told ALEXI$-<ft)HNSON, Deputy Assistant Secretary 
of State, of the President*s approval of the Joint Chiefs of Staff draft 
of instructions to General RIDGWAY, and that the opinion of those attending 
the conference was unanimous to the effect that an armistice was extremely 
desirable at this time* MATTHEWS said that other than talking to JOHNSON, 
he spoke to no one else concerning the events taking place at this conference* 

Mr, MATTHEWS' stated that he did not take any notes during the 
conference and prepared no memorandum or record concerning it thereafter; 
also, to the best of his recollection, no one came in or went out of the 
conference, room during the conference* He stated there was no agenda 
available prior to the conference as to the topics to be discussed, 

Mr* MATTHEWS does not know JACK ANDERSON, He has previously met 
DREW PEARSON, but has not been in contact with him for the past few years, 

Mr* MATTHEWS had no suggestions or suspicions as to where, or in what manner, 
the alleged leak occurred* 

Mr* MATTHEWS was reinterviewed by Special Agents CONNORS and 
TIERNEY on December 1?, 1951* 

The contents of the column of ROBERT S. ALLEN appearing in the 
"Blue Final Edition" of the New York Post, December 13, 195l> concerning 
the White House conference of December 10, 1951, were exhibited to Mr* 

MATTHEWS for his perusal and comments* 
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With respect to the initial comments attributed to General BRADLEY 
by ALLEN to the effect that truce negotiations have reached the point where 
a few concessions on both sides could bring an agreement, Mr. MATTHEWS stated 
that the General did indicate that a stage had been reached where things 
might break quickly, and suggested that we make concessions on minor issues* 

Mir. MATTHEWS stated that a careful review of the communiques and news 
bulletins for the ten days immediately prior to the President's conference 
on December 10 would contain this information. He commented that if the 
New York Times was obtained to cover this period, it wDuld be apparent that 
this statement attributed to General BRADLEY by ALLEN was common knowledge. 
However, this was BRADLEY'S position at the conference. To Mr. MATTHEWS' 
recollection,. General BRADLEY did not make the statement that "They are using 
the rotation issue to try to wrest concessions from us on the air field demand." 

Mr. MATTHEWS described the statements attributed to General HOYT 
VANDENBERG as being inaccurate* He explained that VANDENBERG favored the 
"greater sanction" theory and suggested a withdrawal of the air force and 
ground troops from Korea and their re-deployment in strategic areas such as 
Japan. 


In connection with the statements attributed to General J. LAWTON 
COLLINS concerning rotation of UN troops, Mr. MATTHEWS stated that COLLINS 
may have discussed rotation, but that the matter of rotation was not a 
point in issue at the conference since there was complete agreement as to the 
position of the United Nations on rotation. Mr. MATTHEWS advised that from 
the article it would appear that there was much argument at the conference 
on the rotation issue which is not true. Mr. MATTHEWS could not recall 
General COLLINS' making a statement to the effect that the Reds were demand¬ 
ing concessions as to rotation in order to force us to give in on airfields. 

Mr. MATTHEWS described the statement attributed to General BRADLEY 
as to "the importance of not allowing the Communists to build up a powerful 
air force" as being incorrect since it is common knowledge that the Communists 
already have a powerful air force. 

In connection with the statements attributed to President TRUMAN 
by ALLEN, Mr* MATTHEWS advised that the President may have said that we 
were trying to bring the war to an end and may have remarked that we might 
be making too many concessions, but to his recollection these statements 
were made at the beginning of the conference. He did not recall that the 
President made this statement: "We want to be very careful that we do not 
sell ourselves short in our eagerness to secure a truce for our men." 

In Mr. MATTHEWS' opinion the ALLEN column was an inaccurate report 
of what had occurred at the White House conference on December 10. He felt 
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pJS 1 L ALLE ^ h ! d obtained his information from someone attending the confer¬ 
redthltATT^ f CeiVed T h m0re f curate information. He also des¬ 
cribed that ALLEN column as a "poor Job" of reporting the conference. In 

Stat6d that g00d “finnan who had teen 
xSi+p 1 ? follow:u ^ truce negotiations as released to the press prior to the 

* Wh ° maS ? tained <*>» contact with the lower Shelon 

in t ! P !?Ji g r?o WOrklng on t0 P iGS of discussion would have been 

m a position to write ALLEN'S column without ever having -had contact with 
anyone in attendance at the White House conference. 
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INTERVIEW WITH BEAR ADMIRAL THCMAS E *-*ROEBINS, 
. ——— » . ■ ■ " « 


JR. 


Rear Admiral THOMAS H. ROBBINS, JR., member of the Joint Strategic 
Survey Committee, attached to the Joint Chiefs of Staff, was interviewed at 
his office. Room 2E1010, on the afternoon of December 19, 1951, hy Special 
Agent MAURICE A. TAILOR. 

Admiral ROBBINS advised that he possessed no information concerning 
the proceedings at the White House Conference on December 10, 1951, with the 
exception of a single item which was brought to his attention, probably at 
noon on the day of the conference, at the regular briefing of Admiral WILLIAM 
FECHTEIER, attended by Admiral ROBBINS and about eight other senior officers* 

He mentioned these briefings are held on Monday, Tuesday and Thursday. 

Admiral ROBBINS advised Admiral FECHTEIER had informed the group 
at the briefing that he had attended the White House Conference and desired 
to apprise them of his remarks opposing a certain course of action in Korea. 

Admiral ROBBINS stated that subsequently It became necessary for 
his committee to consider this point in order to prepare certain recommendations 
for the Joint Chiefs of Staff. He stated this item was only one of a number 
in the preparation of their report. At 4:30 P.M. on Friday, December 14, he 
conferred with Major General CHARLES CABELL, ALONZO ^FOX and Colonel E.^G. 

^CiffiSS, who constitute the Joint Strategic Survey Committee and discussed the 
above point raised by Admiral EEC HEELER. On Monday, December 17, Admiral 
ROBBINS contacted General CMAR BRADLEY in the presence of Major Generals 
CHARIESjCABELL and EIMER J. ROGERS, and advised General BRADLEY that In connection 
with the positions taken by his Committee on the point in question, they were 
aware of the remarks of Admiral FECHTEIER at the White House. Admiral ROBBINS 
advised that this constituted all knowledge in his possession concerning the 
White House Conference and all discussions in which he had participated on this 
subject. 
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INTERVIEW WITH MR. S. EVERETT GLEASON 

Mr. S. EVERETT GLEASON, Deputy Executive Secretary, National 
Security Council, was interviewed by Special Agents JOSEPH A. CONNORS and 
PAUL J. TIERNEY on December 17, 1951. 

Mr. GLEASON advised that Mr. JAMES E. LAY, JR., Executive Secre¬ 
tary, National Security Council, immediately after returning from the 
White House conference on December 10, 195l> advised Mr. GLEASON that the 
conference would not necessitate any changes in a draft with which Mr. 
GLEASON was concerned. Mr. GLEASON explained that he and a small group of 
individuals had been working on a National Security Council draft which 
contained recommendations relating to the present truce negotiations in 
Korea and which possibly would be affected by the conference. At this time, 
the information furnished Mr. GLEASON by Mr. LAY concerning the conference 
was only enough to assure Mr. GLEASON that the draft would not have to be 
changed. 


GLEASON ptated that at approximately 1*:00 P.M. on December 10, 
he contacted J0HN-4EMERS0N, Planning Officer, Far Eastern Bureau, Department 
of State, who was ’also to rking on the NSC draft and advised EMERSON that 
no changes in the draft would be necessary as a result of the White House 
conference on that date. According to GLEASON, he furnished EMERSON no 
further information. EMERSON advised GLEASON that he understood from his 
superiors in the State Department that no changes would be necessary. 


A. 


GLEASON stated that he may have telephonically contacted 


] who is the Department of National Defense representative assisting in 


the preparation of the draft, and advised him that no changes in the draft 
would be necessary as a result of the Whi te Hous e conference. GLEASON could 


not definitely recall if he had contacted 


]in this connection. 


According to GLEASON, 


is on 


the staff of Mr. FRANk4j&SH, 


Special Assistant to Secretary of Defense LOVETT. 


GLEASON advised that on midmorning, December 12, 1951* Mr. LAY orally 
advised him in more detail as to the position taken by various individuals at 
the White House conference on December 10. This briefing of GLEASON took place 
in Mir. LAY’S office. No one else was present, GLEASON took no notes, and 
GLEASON has not discussed with any other individual the detailed briefing 
furnished him by Mr. LAY. 


GLEASON advised that to the best of his recollection LAY indicated 
that General VANDENBERG suggested pulling out our air force in the event a 
cease-fire was obtained in Korea, and that the President expressed some con¬ 
cern lest the North Koreans drive all the way down to Pusan. As he further 
recalled. General COLLINS assured the President that the Army could hold the 
line. 
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In connection with LAY* s briefing, Mr. GLEASON recalled that 
the President indicated a willingness to follow along the lines suggested 
by General BRADLEY and that previously he had been worried that the 
United States might be making too many concessions* 

The column of ROBERT S. ALLEN appearing in the New York Post 
December 13, 1951, was exhibited to Mr. GLEASON. He stated that from 
his understanding the statements attributed to General BRADLEY and to 
the President by ALLEN expressed the thoughts of these individuals 
as relayed to him by LAY* 

GLEASON advised that prior to attending the conference on 
the morning of December 10, LAY may have mentioned to him the fact that 
the President was concerned over the matter of concessions. He added 
that he definitely did not mention this fact to anyone nor had he had 
any knowledge as to whether other individuals in Washington were aware 
of the President’s attitude prior to the conference* 

GLEASON advised that his social life was limited to his family 
and very close friends of long standing whose intelligence precluded 
them from ever making inquiry as to the nature of his assignments* 

He has no newspaper friends and does not know columnist DREW PEARSON, 

JACK ANDERSON, or any of their representatives. Mr. GLEASON stated 
that he had been concerned about this matter and had been considering 
the whole thing in his own mind. From past experience, he knew that in 
some instances stories, are "planted" with columnists in order to 
accomplish some objective that would benefit the individual giving the 
story* In analyzing this possibility as applied to the facts in instant 
case, he could see no objective to be obtained by so doing* He stated 
there has been no "knock down fight" on any matters of policy and that 
contrariwise there had been a high degree of unanimity of thinking by 
all individuals at the conference concerning the issues involved, and 
therefore it was his conclusion that the story appearing in the news¬ 
paper had not been "planted." 
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INTERVIEW WITH MR. JOHN £]/EMERSON 

f\l 

Mr. JOHN K. EMERSON, Planning Officer, Advisory Bureau, Far Eastern 
Affairs, Department of State, was interviewed by Special Agents JOSEPH A. 
CONNORS, JR., and PAUL J. TIERNEY in his office. Room 3011, New State Depart¬ 
ment Building, on December 18, 1951* 

Mr. EMERSON advised that he was one of several individuals who 
with Mr. S. EVERETT GLEASON, National Security Council, were preparing a 
National Security Council draft concerned with present truce negotiations in 
Korea, 


According to Mr. EMERSON, on December 10, 1951, subsequent to the 
White House conference, his superior, Mr. ALEXIS JOHNSON, indicated to him 
that as a result of the conference no changes in the draft on which- EMERoON 
was working would be necessary. Mr. JOHNSON furnished him no further informa¬ 
tion concerning the White House conference. 


Mr. EMERSON advised that subsequently Mr. GLEASON telephoned him also 
indicating that no draft changes were necessitated as a result of the conference. 
Mr. GLEASON furnished him no further information concerning the White House 
conference. 


INTERVIEW WITH 


I I Office. S pp.rp.tarv D efense. Office of Foreign Military 

Affairs, Far East Specialist, Room Pentagon, was interviewed on 

December 18, 1951, by Special Agents JOSEPH A* CONNORS, JR., and PAUL J. 
TIERNEY. 


Mr. S. EVERETT G LEA SON previously indicated that he may have called 

_ j when he, GLEASON, learned that as a result of the White House 

Conference on December 10, that it would be unnecessary to make any changes 
in the draft of a NSC paper that I I had assisted in preparing. Mr. 

G LEA SON wa s doubt ful at the ti me of th e original interview with him that he 
had called] | nevertheless J I was personally contacted and questioned 

whether he had received a call from Mr. GLEASON concerning this matter. He 
stated that he had not, and further that he was advised by no one of any de¬ 
tails relating to the President's conference of December 10, 1951. 
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INTERVIEW WITH MR. ALEXIS JOHNSON 


Mr. ALEXIS JOHNSON, Deputy Assistant Secretary, Far Eastern Affairs, 
Department of State* was interviewed by Special Agents JOSEPH A. CONNORS, JR., 
and PAUL J. TIERNEY, on December 18, 1951- 
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Mr. JOHNSON advised that he had worked on the draft of instructions 
prepared for General I-iATTHEv RIDG’.TAf wj.th H. FREEST MATTHEt®, Deputy Under 
Secretary, State Department, CHARLES^mjHLEN, Counselor, State Department, and 
others. Mr. JOHNSON was interested in the decisions reached at the White House 
conference on December 10 only in so far as it affected the draft which he 
helped prepare for General RIDGV7AY. TThen Mr. MATTHEWS returned from the 
President's conference he called Mr. JOHNSON and told him that the draft had 
been approved as drafted. He did not go into any detail at this time. Later 
in the afternoon he spoke with Mr. JOHNSON in a general fashion and told him 
that the general philosophy of the men who had worked on the draft had been 
adopted at the White House conference and that there was no objection to the 
message being transmitted to General RIDGV7AY. He did not furnish Mr. JOHNSON 
with a detailed summarization of the view? of those present at the conference. 
Hr. JOHNSON in turn advised Mr. ROBERT jyhfcCLURKIN, his principal assistant, 
who is Assistant Director in the Office of North East Asia Affairs which 
handles Korea and Japan, and told McCLURKIN that their draft had been approved. 
He stated that this was all he told McCLURKIN as actually it was all he knew. 

He also indicated that he possibly told the same to JOHN EMERSON, Planning 
Officer, Planning Advisory Bureau, Far Eastern Affairs. 

The DREW PEARSON column appearing in the New York Daily Mirror of 
December 5, 1951, was exhibited to Mr. JOHNSON. Mr. JOHNSON advised that he 
had no previous knowledge of the existence of this column. He stated that he 
was in no position to comment as to whether the column accurately portrayed 
the >3hite House conference of December 10 because he had .never been advised 
as to the details thereof. 
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ISTuROSU -'.TTH MR. JOSEPH SHORT 


Mr. JOSEPH SHORT, Press Secretary of the MMte House, was inter¬ 
viewed by Inspector CARL 3. HENMKICH and Special Agent KENNETH T. DhLA^IGN^.. 

He advised that he possessed no prior knowledge as to the matters whic 

to be discussed at the VJhite House conference on December 10, 1951. Vf* . 

SHORT informed that upon the termination of the conference, he was authori 

r?he SeSdent! foSoMng consultation ,Cth Actadrsl TORN* - 

SOUSAS, to release to the press, the statement that the President h “ _i td 

cussed world affairs and no decisions on policy were reached. *jc, SHORT 

that because of his lack of knowledge as to the actua! discussions of the 

conference, he was, of course, necessarily limited to the authorized statem nt 

in Ms contact with the press. He produced from Ms files, ^ substantiatio 

of Ms statement, and furMshed a typewritten copy wMch he informed fully 

covers all comments and questions made at tMs press release. 

Mr. SHORT said that | ~| of ?2 ARSON'S of lice, 

at times covers the White House. He was unable to state whether BLIBaHTJhL 
had been present on December 10, but indicated he was relatively certain 
did not see him on tMs date. He was unable to furMsh any statement which 
would indicate who may have been responsible for the leak of information 
from the President's conference of December 10, 1951. M discussingMhis 
matter Mr SHORT furnished certain background and activities which had come 
t^his"attention concerning SUL' PARSON, which he indicated had served as 
confirmation for his opiMon as to the unscrupulous nature of P^AMOH, but in 
relating this background, was unable to tie any of these activities m o 
instant investigation. 


PENDING 
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THE WASHINGTON FIELD OFFICE : 

AT WASHINGTON, D.C. : 

Will await Bureau instructions as to what, if any, further 
investigation is desired. 


Previous correspondence in this case has carried the title as 

follows: 

DREW PEARSON; 

Alleged Leak from White House Conference; 

December 10, 1951* 

to JACK ANDERSON, Leg-man for DREW PEARS® 

Espionage - X 
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STANDARD FORM NO. 84 


Office 


FROM 


SUBJECT: 



DECLAS 


Mr. D, 


Ladd J 


Uasssfi&d 


Mr, A. ff, BelmonjpA-fa 

v Declassify afsfc OJwR 

BREW ME ARSO N ' 

ALLEGED LEAK FROM WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE 
DECEMBER-,,10, 1951 

TO JACKS ANDERSON. LEG-MAN FOR DREW PEARSON 
ESPIONAGE - I 


date.- December 26 3 

« i I K 


7HITE HOUSE CONFERENCE 


f. i 


i95is rl 

Tnlnmv ’B 


S Ws B General Walter Bede lL^S,mith 3 XDi rector of CIA, ad- - 

Liaison Agent Bates of the foM^mi,n,g^I.n,fijO-rmattoA,K>n the 
S 'w k Afternoon of December^21. General Smith 3 while_speaking_with s \ r \ 
lit [§ 9 Pr esjde.n± Mf&.dajg&Ny, '‘fur nish ed him voith tfiis info rrnati on 7J (*-[ V C?*v 

^ * 63 nM^o,sj:jiheJrw^inf omed Gene, ra.lT'Smitfi ~_f'hdt~shefwas recently 

dinner party and the f ollowi Jig.. p,erspp.s^we re ^seated at one 
one^jbajbl&i^ Clavt.ori7F ritche,y. of the..Department. of Defense, K o 

T\ _. n . _ I r* 1 "' ***~ — . ^ ~ ID •—> 


D rew. Pear so nj ro disg runtled f ormer employee of CIA 

who was in volv ed, with JaifftLovestone and KayS^alfe'j, f rr sw£ethefart 
of. Clay tan. Exi tQ&e y, n Gertie ral S mit h s fat e d [ 'he had, 'no, specific 
information regarding any leak at this dinner party 3 but de- 
s i r_edf the ^Direct,or to, know of the people who attended and who 
wer e e vidently in conversation with each other. He stated he 
f elt sure that Kay Halle 3 in^her relation with Fritchey 3 had 
received much ir across the petllow" intelligence from Fritchey. 
He stated that Halle was known for her loose talk at cocktail 
partieslf 


General Smith stated he felt the Director might desire 
to know the above facts in view of the alleged leak from the 
White House conference 


CWBrslw 


ADDENDUM - CEH:LL - December 26. 1951 
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We have developed no information indicating that 
Clayton Fritchey was in possession of any information regarding 
the conference prior to the preparation of the Pearsxm columnf 
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bfEh&OBANBUM FOIL MR. TQLSQM- 

MR. LADD 
___ ' MRgjSllCHQLS 

. - .... ■J’S.cH 

AdmiraA aoucrs, Special Cirnrar5Sar?G”ttiel^c6id e n lt caUedaad 

'*2SySi W “ TJ?' 1 "*”®** iQ ^ the Attorney General 

’ Z °\ J 952 **ga*<«ag Pgew^^ raoa. ' He stated he had tried to 

. pyeV ® at ^ request far such investigations amce we. would not be able to t 
prosecute sad would only aatagemiae good newspapermen who would rash to 
■Uarseas defease loltowiirgthe mistaken belief that the freedom of the areas 
was involved. Admiral Soue*n-sfeted that he had bridled the PresiLnfcLboui ' 
my memor^dum. 1 indicated to him that I was concerned. abJat toe t^t of 
thousand* of dollars and manpower. Admiral Saacrs stated he had straightened 

60 and he told me that Short h£i 

? J avea « 2 h«oiie but the Admiral stated of course we could 

'. ^^thto ae some of- these investigations may he based on thd possibility of ' V. 

staptwaft i te •*<* *• 

tolkinf tomJ 8 ^ 3 ^ ted 1,6 waa «** ^ ia 8 officially noxv but Ls just 

piking tom® on a personal basis and 1 told him' 1 understood perfectly' He : atatod 

he told Ifa. Resident fee was going to show this memaran^to *^ Mr Lrt an^tf 
a dmiral .Dennison*. Niral Aide' to the President*, and he had told the 'President of 
^ procedure followed by the NSC in tracking down i„ ka wfeer^y^ iSf 

“ ® a?c ? sibl 5 £or Seating its own leak. X stated 1 had tried to Lint out in 1 \ 

th ! fC a?e litera11 * ^adreebof people to some of those cases ( M 
' acce ® s classified and top secret-material, and there should be a 

tightening up of the distribution of a lot of this information. Admiral Sonera 
.tatod that the President had told him hereafter to track 

tod^LST ?7 ? Xadicatsd NSC »“ d Admiral Jo«ra thea 

inquired if we had many more current tove a ligations a £ Pearson and i told him 

we had practically finished: that I thought there were no mere pending. 

Very truly yours. 
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John Edgar Hoover . ... 

-Director | £S"— O" -^ f 

B0JORDED-137I Mah Hi usa 
‘ as 


v 


V3 




V 


February 15* 1952 


MR. -TOLSON 1 . 
Lo B. NICHOLS 


... .otmutim cwtm nb 


H/j't 


: The Attorney General called on Fgr^gj, 

stated, that he had a recollec ° „ investigations 

informed him that in of individual! , 

of Drew Pearson we had ^earned ^ ho g P one Qf whom W as 

who are meeting at ~ Aeencv The Attorney General 

Clayton Fritchey of the defense 0 nal Democratic Committee _ 
stated that McKinney of , into the National Democratic 

was thinking of bringing Fri 7 told McKinney to hold up 

Committee and the Attorney Generial 1^^^^f^ard that 

until he could check. .Li ewi , White House appointment 

Fritchey was being considered for a £ clrcurnstances , . 

The Attorney General alsoasked if our lnj.jtlg.tion 
of Drew Pearson, growing out of the use ox b 
messages In 1950 was conclusive. 

After talking to the Director I advis^the^Atgrney^eneral 

that the Director had talked to him & a 'O^th an ' old Friend 

Drew Pearson and had pointed o Pear g 0n i s houle on the average 
of Pearson md . P la J ed J? r i? S Pearaon iU house on the evening that 
of once a month and was at 5ah5%derson and had succeeded 
General Bradley had talked to z told the Attorney 

in killing a portion °^. P ® a ^° n had C ?h^ nd was that an official 
General that what the Dire £ bridge at periodical intervals 

«fth h | close^riend 0 without being pumped. The Attorney General 
stated this was sufficient. 

With reference to the ^^ h ^ V g n the t c!imin2i Division 
Attorney General he might been sent to the Department- and 

go over our reports which had**£ bf inappropriate for us to 
give him an opinion since it would be JJJPP™^- j told him 

draw any conclusions. In raap ° brought to a close after it 
; SdVe^n determined 1 the if the McArttJ messages had been given 
very widespread dissemination. 
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MR. TOLSON: 


3/26/52 

'ff 7 V 


Ed Nellor told me last 
night that ErnE e'^ Cuhe o was con- 
^f eJirJn g with some people _on the 
/• Me Carr anJCo mmitte e as one section 
of the McCarran Committee is now 
ijuiestip a t i ng Dre w^eMj^sj}„n_and_t,he 
iji&iAeid;.. i nu.O-ILi ng _ i e. dfS~f r om th e^ 
Pentagon . * “ " »*> 




this before. 


We, of course, had not heard of 
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f* L. B. Nichols 




ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
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Assistant Attorney General 
James M* Mclnerney 
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April 10, 1952 


Ca Direct 
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ffljmm 

tP DREW PEARSON 
^ ESPIONAGE * X 



! 

) 



Reference is made to your memorandum dated 
April 1, 1952, your reference, jMMJCENsbjn, in which you 
requested to be apprised of statements made by White 
House Press Secretary, Joseph Short, during the course 
of our Investigation, as reflected in the report of 
Special Agent In Charge R, B. Hood, dated December 22, 
1951. 


In compliance with your request, please be 
advised that Mr, Short also stated that it Wtas his 
belief that Drew Pearson extensively uses newspaper 
reporters who are associated with reputable news 
media and who feed to Pearson, for a price, off-the- 
record comments, which are made in the course of 
legitimate Interviews and which the news media represented 
by the particular reporter, would not use because It 
is H off-the-record, tt In this connection, Mr, Short stated 
he understood that Gene Davis, formerly of Trans - Radio 
Press, and Tris Coffin, while employed by CBS, were 
among those ^peddling” information to Pearson, He 
further stated that It was his understanding that 
above two individuals had been caught, but that 
no doubt there were others, <2. 
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STANDARD FORM NO. 64 


Office Memorandum • united states government 


TO : 
FROM : 
SUBJECT: 


A. H. BE1 „ . 

r a 

W. A. BRANIGAN 


y}ik 


DATE: July 29, 1952 
rJt 


DREW PEARSON 
ESPIONAGE - X 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS ^CLASSIFO ^ 
DATE && BY 



In connection with Mr, Nichols ’ memorandum, to 
Mr. Belmont dated June 16, 1952, entitled " Confident -t a d 
Files Maintained in Room 6527" it was requested that 
pertinent files maintained in the above room be reviewed 
for the purpose of determirig whether or not there was 
still a need for the maintaining of the same. 


Tolson_ 

Ladd_ 

Clegg_ 

Glavir._ 

]!lchols_ 

Rosen_ 

Tracy_ 

Harb o 

3fttoont_ 

lah r 


File 65-60573 has been reviewed and 
that due to the nature of the content of this 
maintained in Room 6527. 


H&> 

it is reque stec 
file it still bd 

£ 


by 


The above file reflects the investigation reque 
by Mr. Robert Lovett, Secretary of Defense, which request was 
based on instructions received from the President. The 
investigation concerned classified information revealed by 
Drew Pearson and Robert S..W AllLen^relative to a White House 
Conference on December 10, 1951. The Conference was called 
President Truman and attended by a number of key civilian 
and military personnel. At this Conference, the Korean War 
situation was the main topic of discussion and far-reaching 
decisions were made, which decisions were classified as 
Secreb." In view of these far-reaching decisions, it is 
that only limited access should be had to the file until the 
Korean War is over. At the conclusion of the Korean 'War, this 
file can be maintained in the General Records Files Section. 
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The above file should be made available for review; 
however, the information contained therein should not be 
disseminated without prior approval of the Espionage Section. 


65-60573 
AJM; je s y 
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STANDARD FORM, NO. 64 


Office Memorandum • united states government 


to s ftie Director 
FROM : 2 ). 7 /. I add £ 


date: M arch 27, 1953 


SUBJECT -.^LEAKAGE OF CLASSIFIED INFORMATION 

TO DRE17 PEARSON CONCERNING A WHITE HQJJSE CONFERENCE 
ESPIONAGE 


✓ Clegg_ 

Glavln.__ . -* 

ROS*_ 
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Jn accordance with your request, there is »*><> 

attached a memorandum, concerning the results of the amay - 

Bureau's investigation in the case entitled B3 nr ew^earson — 
(Column of December 15, 1951); jack^Nprthmarff£nd,er,sore, aka 
jack°Anderson; R ober t 8. Allen (Column of December 13, 1951); 
Espionage - X» v Bo-6K~Drew Pearson and Robert S. Allen 
published information discussed at a white House Conference 
held December 10, 1951, which was classified H Tap~Saar-e££- 
information. The investigation reflected a close associa¬ 
tion between Mr. Clayton Fritchey, Director, Office of 
public information, and Drew Pearson, although no informa¬ 
tion was developed that Mr. Fritchey had prior knowledge 
of the material published in Pearson's column. This in¬ 
vestigation did not determine the source from which pearson 
obtained his information. 

RECOMMENDATION : \ 

If you approve, the attached memorandum may be 
forwarded to the Attorney General. 
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, March 27, 1953 

The Attorney General 

, , . 4-1 

Director, 7SI - 0 

- / - / 

DBET^EARSON (COLUMN OF DBCEUBERJS, 195t)j 
JACK NQRTHMAI&&NBERSON, ak& Jac1r%nder , 

ROBERT S&ALLEN (COLUMN OF DECEMBER 13 , 

^ espionage - x 

I ^ Drew Pearson, in the column in the J**# 

Daily Mirror on ro st,• on December 13, 

Allen, in an article in Vie Nejo rorn roe , g 

1951, purported, to report mattdiscussen 
conference held December 10 1951, in re 

/ir« tf««CB8 «»»»» eyiw>r »«»Bl»r«»^f 00 „ d { eted an tnueati- 

"iSEft*ri^2?55^f 5 »«Secretary of Defence 

gation at the reqi esz j rei)e aled the White House 

TnfZetJ'Zl preeZU ZerXZsident Truman and at- 
1 tended by sixteen hey civilian and military peroonnel. 

& Those in attendance were: 

jy president Truman H„ 0 +t 

Kf Secretary of Defense Robert A. ijuett 

L General Omar Bradley a Chief of Staff 
fy General J. Lawton Collins, Army 

H General Hoyt S. vandenberg, Air 

$ Admiral William Fechteler, Navy n , , a<lo n * 

k general Charles p. eabell, Director of Joint Chiefs of Staff 

1 Secretary Franks C • pace. Army 

I Secretary Thomas K• Finletter, Air r :i 

ilting Secretary Francis P . Whit eh air. Navy - y, y 

Noting Secretary James E• Webb, State «=» - 

Mr, H* Freeman Matthews, State 
3 —“! admiral Sidney Souers, White House 

james Lay, National Security Council ,,, . : 

General Harry Vaughan, White ' .7 £1 

bL_ Admiral Harry L* Dennison, White House - ■ ... ri 

General Robert Landry, White 1 House ;7; c/ 

yfce civilian and military personnel attending the 

conference were interviewed, and W denied any f W«“* hor ** r ® d 
Closure of 1 the matters discussed at the- conference, 
m Joseph Short, White muse press Secretary, ami others 
who had ‘been furnished the information on a «need-*o-know 
basis™ were also interviewed with similar results. The / 
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Belmont- 
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Mohr__ 
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Tele. Rm. _ 

Holloman_ 

Gandy_ 
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SECURITY INFORMATION -J 
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kg &rm Peateen an* Mokert $* Allen iedtaot 
a firetha*& knowledge ef whet oonutnd at * 
a* *&« mm*r in tahieh the rreettent etr&de 


the writer* hoi 


iiooueeime on the omm^fire negottauem* 

It me the *******m ef them pereme tmmiemi 
who hoi re*4 the rnAmm that the reporting me reiattmZg 
meumit an to the paint* iinmeeei in mnneetim with the 


fJrffT-mTm-TFYi fl .f ¥’ mi m m ■ 7 m - linif] 
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cme inf emetine an te the peinti* dteemmi and pnrtiml&rMg 
with regard to the eme*~fite negottattem* 

the umeetigatten mmtepei that there $m4 minted a 
emit I r*l*tte**k$p of Zmg etonting &**»«#* trem fmreen and 
! Jr* CZogtm rriteheg# $treeter M off ten of Pttblie internet tm $ 
Pepneteent of Pefmm* rr* mtnheg admitted he had haem 


pinging hrt4ge an the evening Of Peamter 19* l$3Z# at ehiek 




White Soum conference^ ahlah I tr* rntcheg read* nr* rrteabag 
*tehe4 that the ortiala upreoeei bin m being rather 
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information and that thin sort of thing enearrtd regular 

















frimtio of lit# tcre at the conference and he mm& 
moratory of the die farm Them# K* Tihiettee* General myt 
Vm&fi&bcrg* amt sue thee Acting moratory of state Jam* *• - 
J)£tf4/4/g. U0(^s5jp£t AJh/y' tyt 6/sS/?J^ 

The^rJmztlte of the imehttsatiah conducted I by mid 
Mrmu mre m&t atmilohl* to the the* Attorney 3memZ 
mwm$ «r« the mm Deputy Attorney GemrmZ 

Am mvttt ftmebg the mm secretory of xmfeme mbert & m 
Arnett* <md the then MntntotroUw is intent to the ermi&mt 
Admimk Sidney h* metre* 
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Office Men * ium • united : ™ government 


MR* LADD 


A* H* 3# 



DATE: 1/13/54 
all contained , |4 


SUBJECT: 


DREW PEARSON 
ESPIONAGE - X 


ALL INFORroAWN CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCCA3€^1ED , 
DATE Y 
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Mr* Walt Yeagley of the Department on January 13, 1954 , 
mentioned that the Department is still actively considering our •, 
investi gative reports concerning instances wherein Drew Pearsj8fj$JZ~ 
published allegedly classified information. He said the Depnr¥- y 
ment wants to be sure that Pearson could not put up a defense 
that the information he published came from official sources 3 
and particularly high sources in the Department of Defense who 
would have the authority to declassify the information* Pursuant 
to this 3 the Department has contacted Roger Keyes } Under Secretary 
of Defense3 who has given assurance that the information in 
question was not declassified and could not have been legitimately 
obtained by Pearson • The Department is pursuing this further by 
checking to see what witnesses could be produced by the Department 
of Defense to show that this material was classified and could noi 
have been obtained legitimately* 


Mr* Yeagley did not Enow whether the Department will 
call Pearson before a Grand Jury or whether any action will be 
tc/ken as a result of the present study being afforded the case, 


For your information. 

1 2 JAN 25 1954 rfcorded 

Awutic ,>Y - EX-124 ^ 
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Office Memon 


to i JKB. £. 7* BOARDMAN .• { -,P 


jjftZ • UNITED STA'; 


:)VERNMENT 


Tolson_ 


1955 


\ FROM * Iffi. A. tf. BELMONT 




Boardman a: 

Nid, 

Bel 
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, *ubject: mEW PEARSON BROAVGAST 
SEPTEMBER 3 , 1955 


.*-** 22 T 

ill is 

date.&s*'*' 



Mohr 
Parsons 
en 
Tamm' 




Sizoo . 


Winterrowd 
Tele. Room 
Holloman — 
Gandy - 


Reference ia made %o my memorandum dated September 6, 
2955, pointing out that Jacll& Anderson substituted for Pearson 
on the September 5, 1955f~broadoast and the memorandum also set 
forth items of possible interest to the Bureau • One of the 
' items stated n Our atomic scientists have simplified the complex 
H-Bomb and designed an H weapon so self-compact that it can be 
carried on a fighter bomber • This baby H-Bomb has a one megaton 
punch that is equal to one million tons of TNT* ,t: The memorandum 
stated that this matter was being checked with the Atomic Energy 
Commission (AEG)• 

_ On September 8. 1955 , Liaison Agent Bates con tact ed 

| | r Colonel 

.Tank Armstrong of the Division of Military Applicatio ns. AEC: 
and Mr • William Burke i>f the Security Division , AEC • 


b 6 

b 7 C 


and Colonel Armstrong both indicated concern over the above 
statement in that it appears to report latest up-to-date develop¬ 
ment in this particular field • They both felt that this amounted 
to a disclosure of sensitive and classified information • 

Mr • Burke commented that he would obtain a copy of the 
Pearson broadcast from the AEC Public Information Office and would 
have it officially reviewed by the AEC's Classification Division 
for an official opinion as to whether or not the statement con¬ 
tained classified information • Mr * Burke stated if so, the AEC 
would then direct a letter to the Bureau pointing out its concern 
and possibly asking for investigation • 

ACTION : 


y, This matter will be followed with AEC and you will be 

, / kept advised- 

\\ ' j>\ i j 

r \ CWB:fjb / L 
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I ; 1/ - Mr* Boardman 'j 

I. - Mr • Belmont 
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1 - Mr* Bates 
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Assistant Attorney General(ortg. & 1) 
William fe Tompkins 


/ Director, FBI 

MlwpzB-35 & <r- t> 73 


October 10 9 1955 


, Ll INFORM '^ 9 * 5 ^r !^ 01 ^ 


JACK ANDERSON, opJc 

n The Washington Post and Times Herald 11 
Article Entitled n Talk of Impeaching FPC 
Head Beard, 11 in September 8, 1955, Issue 
ESPIONAGE - X 


Tolson_ 

Board man _ 

Nichols_ 

Belmont_ 

Harbo_ 

Mohr____ 

Parsons_ 

Rosen_ 

Tamm_ 

Sizoo_ 

ffinterrowd 
Tele. Room 
Holloman _ 
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Reference *e made to your communication dated 
September 14, 1855, in which you reguested that appropriate 
officials of the United States Air Force be asked certain 
questions with respect to the captioned article. 

By memorandum, dated October 1, 1955, the 
Department of the Air Force advised that the pamphlet 
in question, prepared at the Air War College of the Air 
University, is entitled u The Air Force cud National 
Security Policy, 11 end is not claooified . The Department 
of the Air Force advised that portions of the captioned 
article may be found in the following excerpts from the 
aforementioned pamphlett 

(1) n Under the former concept atomic munitions 
were to be employed only against an atomic aggressor who 
had directly attacked the United States or one of ©dir 
allies. This was a pattern of general war « It has been 
pointed out that now the policy of 'massive retaliatory 
capability' loosens the restrictions on offensive air 
power, brings into consideration the question of a choice 
in the use of munitions, and thus gives the opportunity 

for 6 degree of flexibility and versatility which previously 
was not present » It could now be possible for the tremendous 
force in question to be used other than general war as 
a powerful deterrent to lesser aggressions. Accordingly, 
an aggressor could no longer assume that the United States 
would be willing to permit him to select the geography and f\ 
munitions of another contest(Section 71, pages 2 and 3) is 

(2) 11 In terms of hot war, the United States is 

readying for a decisive air war to be fought principally a 
with nuclear weapons. This type of hot war has been 
accepted as the likeliest by both f^he military and the tMt/h 

higher governmental authorities. 11 (Section 71, page s) M|if 
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to Assistant Attorney general 
William F* Tompkins 


(3) "The current U* 8* military strategy does not 
fie us down to an all-out a»r. ®e do not have to empty a whole 
basket of eggs for each emergency* tietther do we have to trot 

out a h/avy-leight baser if the ml*^-weightr% P %7cttol VI 
Job <m«* get out without getting killed himselfc (Section VI, 

page IS) 

The Department of the Air Force alao advised as follows\ 

n vhe oanphlet was circulated in May, 1954 , to Air } . 

Famuanders as unclassified material which should be handled 
InTrotaTneTinAtr fire* chonnole only. It i° not known how 
Mr* Anderson obtained the quoted escerpts* 

*Specific answers to the questions you raised *** 
not being made since the document in flajtftjon *« not cl. 0<f - 
In the event additional information is desired 9 it will be 

furnished upon request* n 

It is requested that you advise whether you desire 
any further investigation by this Bureau in this matter* 
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November 15, 1955 

Director of Special Investigations / ori _ & i) 

The Inspector General \ a / 

Department of the Mr force 

Building Tempo E 

4tk and Adams Drive, S* 

Washington, Dm Cm 



Fromt John Edgar Hoover, Director 

federal Bureau of Investigation 

Subjecti JAGK~ M2EBS0S, ff THE WASHINGTON POST 
AND TIMES HERALD * 1 ARTICLE ENTITLED 
TALK Of mPSACEim EEC MAD HEARD, n 
III SEPTEMBER d, 1955, ISSUE 
ESPIONAGE - X 
(Your file 34-0-935) 

Reference is made to your communication 
dated November 4, 1955* 

On October 14, 1955, Assistant Attorney 
General William I\ Tompkins advised that since the 
pamphlet entitled ’’The Air force and National Security 
Policy*’ wcs not Glaecified, no further investigation 
was being requested* Accordingly, this matter to not 
being pursued further by this Bureau , 
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Entire telecast was devoted to Pearson's version of the. 

"Inside Story" of how the American people were fooled concerning the 
Chinese Nationalists on Formosa, Pearson contends that the American 
people were influenced by a very strong Chinese lobby and that the 
Chinese Nationalists are not pro-American, 

The following was noted as of possible interest to the Bureau: 

/ 

Pearson made the following quote from what he alleged to be a 
< Central Intelligence repor t: f"I hav e here an excerpt from Central b - 
In-tell iqence Report marked which states that CHIANG Kai-shek 

withdrew 40 million dollars from the Bank of China for propaganda work 
and bribery in the United States, I am Quoting• Thirty-five million 
of the total was paid January, 1949i by the Bank of China on the 
| direction of 0,K ,, Yui (p honetic) to Madam CHIANG Kai-shpk, -Other 
payments were Syn/F?T~fphonetic), $,2,400,000 / Chen Lptf/ru (phonetic), 
$1*500*1300; Bishop Paul Yj^ln (phoneticj, one million dollars ; 

Hv&Sifih, one million dollars, Bankjpfficials refused to pay but 
t S finally did so when directed by CHfMYui (phonetic) -who said the money 
I was to be used for propaganda in the United Sta tes which would require 
^ /bribery of American officials. End of quoteT/J 

\ <3 vL Above allegation previously received from CIA and investigated 

Bureau during the investigation of so-called "China Lobby" in 
(vN 1953, Allegations could not be verified. Copies of all our investiga- 
tive reports su&^-Nted- to- [Department arnd other appropriate agencies, 

{ The above CIA report mentioned by Pearson was furnished to Bureau ifj, 

C /' 


1953* Report was classified 


COMMENT: ***** . ~ ig _ .... _ 

- RECORDED • 7o s JUL 8 1957 

In view of Pearson's admitted access to_a classified CIA 
report, this is being routed to Supervisor J, F* 'Wcrfks, Espionage 
Section, for appropriate handling, Contact with CIA will be made to 
determine if Pearson has authorized access to this report and whethei 
or not it is still classified", * 


by CIA, 


s JUL 8 1957 
classified CIA 


report and whether 
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Director, FBI 


J0:.<t DD A D'{J.i} 
Sff.tiAH? AL&OP 
? h j~ Ijii&ix!' ** X 

(Buj He 100-354477) 

Mm PkJUtSOMf O 

'TfTTuUM - X 
(Pujilfi 65-50762) 


\sswr 

EBCLfcSSifeSBS BY. l f,Q%d 
//) /)■> kZI -- 


it# jfour conference of January 12, 19x.-6. you 
stated you understood Congressman John 8. Does (Lemocrat- 
California) ia proposing to hold a hearing shortly a* a 
result of complaints made by the Alsope to the effect 
they mere being intimidated by investigations by the 
Federal bureau of Investigation at te their sources of 
information through which they have been able to obtain 
and publish confidential information* 

Unclosed i8 a memorandum, copies of which are 
also being j^rni&hed to <-r. uogere and Hr. lonpkins, 
which sets garth seven instances since 19c0 in which we 
have had to investigate natters involving the ^leope end 
cizteen instances since 13^3 in which we have had to 
investigate Drew rearson and nts staff, with brief state¬ 
ments at tar the results obtained in each case. Details 
Qf the iff oiiccs have been Jurnishsd to the DepartHi^nt 

previougf.y.^1 - „. -fX 

ry\ fhi ^material reflects that Pearson and the 
Alsope have t&fused to identify their sources ef ojfioial 
infermatfjbn &d that the classified -information published 
had beeneQivfh widespread dissemination threugheut the 
Governuewk j iff some cases to thousand* of Individual* tifc 
several department* and agencies* As a result, oun n £ 

mr * not f sf- ^ 7 ^Y r 'd * < 

hnhmjGe - r" 1^7A P*- TTSM —sifa > 

.• i®s2_. ir-ia? * 


as a re 


XulEd Oov k£ memo hel^oiPtMrc rw^cm-an^aCced 1-1>, 
N^: M by im.'hpf re same cast ion. 


*> \ 


i ,ed l-l'.-oP’’prkfiare 

COMM »FB| | ( 

JAN 18 1 « -<XSr 
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• w (mu AJOD' ItiHtelW - 










The Attorney General 


shall continue to follow the policy of requesting 
the Separtmemt f s opinion a* to whether investigation ta 
warranted prior to conducting investigation* 0/ alleged 
dih&loaureo oj classified information in tue press, first 
obtaining, however, for the department 'e assistance, state- 
ments fron the interested agencies as to whether the 
£i nforruGiion . ublirrhcd related to the actional defense and 
was classified properly; the origin of the information and 
the e&teut oj its official dissemination} whether collateral 
relotea materiel rad aeon published previously sufficient 
to .zone spec-..latiaoosmble j and whether the information 
can bo devices s; iea for purposes o. ''roascution* 

'<'he or q cl ex 1 o„, unauthorised publication oj national 
defence informuitrn is one »..ich 1 do not believe ecu be 
solved by continuing investigations by this Bureau* It io 
essential Ip an administrative natter to be corrected by 
stricter arocecunc jor controlling the inf erection mthin 
the various -over went do n rtnents ana agencies involved, 

\ • , 

ce ~ 2 - } ’r w *illidn '« foyers ,i$l4&tire/ 

.e;u$y .ittornsy General ■ * 

1 - t'jsi.st-ant Attorney tenoral 
iIlian A Tomppina 
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The Director's memorandum of 1-12-50* received 
tact evening, requested us to prepare a memorandum to the 
Attorney General, with a copy to Ur, Boyers, setting forth 
briefly the number of instances in which we have had to 
investigate matters involving the Alsops and Drew Pearson, 
with a brief statement as to the results obtained, inasmuch 
as the Attorney General had advised the Director it was his 
intention to go before the Boss Committee hearings in 
connection withthe Committee*s proposed hearings concerning 
the Bureau's investigation of the Alsopo, 

This natter was assigned immediately and supervisors 
worked late last night reviewing necessary notarial. Titerc 
have been approximately JC cases involving Pearson and the ^ 
Alsops and it will be necessary to review and summarise eaca 
case, fork on this project will continue over the weekend 
and it is anticipated the memorandum will be completed by 
Bonday, January 16, 1956* 

Acrmi i 

For your information * This matter is being yellowed 
closely* !>< 
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Assistant Attorney General 
Wi Hi am F. Totppkina 

Di rector, FBI /’ 
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vi'oc .corded _ 

{,J * DREW. PEARSON TELEQMT 
s£mimN,,miAL»T¥ .. 

ESPIONAGE ~ X ’ ^ DECIjASSIMkD,BY 


x.. During the course of the captioned telecast. 

which was devoted to Pearson's version of the "inside 
story" of how the American people "were fooled* 
concerning the Chinese Nationalists on Formosa * 
Pearson made the following, statements: / 


>; • 




'I h ave hare, an excerpt from Central Intell iqerice 


Ill: t d 

Y‘" : t P-. fsq‘ 


• t- - , 

■s t-. 



report ma rked\ _ which states that CHIANG Kai-shek - 

withdrew $40,Ouu,voo from the Bimk of China for propaganda 
&l k , and e . briber y in tUe United States. I am quoting. - 
Million of the total was paid January. 194Q. 
by the Bank of China on the direction of Oi K. Yui to 
*S*52/» C !5»‘ Kai-shek. Other payments were Sun Fo, 

W^nnnnV 2* V£,Z U &* $1,500,000; Bishop Raul Yu Pin, 

’/l,000,000$ Hu Shih, $1,000,000. Bank officials refused 
to pay but finally did so when directed by 0 . K. Yui ’ ' ' 
who said the money was to be used for propaganda in 
t '\ e „ Uni ted ^States Which would require bribery of American 
officials * End of quote, " . v 

• • • i 

With respect to this withdrawal of funds, you 
are ref erred to the memorandum.which is captioned "China 
Lobby, Registration Act* and is dated January AO, 19RA, 
from Assistant Attorney General Charles B, Murray to 
Mis Bureau,' in which he requested investigation in this 
tter. You are also referred to the results of this 
pestigation set out in this Bureau's investigative ■> 

\po rtscapt ironed "China Lobby, Registration Act," dated ^ 

1 ril 30, 1953, July S3, 1953, and November 2 , 1953 . f% 

• .'I.’- -• — VI', I. <V - 

nr T-uioa iA COf }n e Jp \ ir}g th ^ d< f^r , dtBG . Ioaa d on Pearson% 'telepal r iS 

thTc * 1 t nt i el F H 3 e ncy, on JvmeX^fvi ^. ^adviaed 

tlyp. Central Intelligence Agency report number^ ~ ~ 

}p I VOTE: UeM classifiefOji becmseR quotes 
from a CIA document sp £ldssifpgdi 
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BREW TUBSQMg 0 
JACK MORTEMAN AMDEESOH 

sjwimmn - x 

tfsu/iie 6S»&mm) 


ALL INFORMATION COr'"TAlfJED N 
herein is UNCLASSIFIED 




OATE.*?iafcM.,BY% 


The Director f s memorandum 1-18-5® instructed no to 
furnish brief summaries to the Attorney General and Mr*' Rogers 
of eases involving Brew Pearson and the Aloops which we have 
had to investigate* 

-Since 1943, we have investigated 16 matters involving 
Brew Pearson; since 1950, we have investigated 7 matters 
involving the Aloops* Investigative reports have been furnished 
to the Department previously» 

ACTIOBi 

Attached ere the requested summaries for the 
Attorney general and Mr* Rogers and also a copy for Mr* Tompkins, 
We are stating in our letter of transmittal that the solution 
to unauthorised publication of defense information 4a not 
through Bureau investigations, £>ut 4a on administrative matter , 
mhich requires stricter control of the information by the .*C 
interested Government agencies* 

.WETshpf 


Enclosure 

CC — 2 — 62-99329 
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(Continuation from FDPS page 325) 




Assistant Attorney General 
William F. Tompkins 



continues to carry the classification of s, that 

Pearson was not given authorized access by the 
Central Intelligence Agency to this report or to its 
contents; that copies of this report were d \f semi J^ e Jbjr 
to the Departments of State, the Army , the Navy and t 
Air Force, as well as to this Bureau; and that the 
Central Intelligence Agency is currently an 

inquiry within its own Agency in order to . 

the extent of the report's dissemination within that 
Agency, You will be furnished any additional Information 
received from the Central Intelligence Agency, It is noted 
that the copy of the above Central Intelligence Agency 
report furnished to this Bureau is in our files. 

Unless you request to the contrary , 

Bureau will conduct no investigation with respect to _ 
Pearson's disclosures on his telecast of June l6, 1957* 
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SUBJECT: B REW PEA RSON TJ0BROAB-GAST- , ««*»»*, WTICM CONTAINED 

HERETO IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE .•£ VS&Zift#. BY*£&(S 
Ii-5-111%) Otr* ■****» 


Boardman 



SM£LQM^mL*Tir~ 

8:15 P,M, J: JUm.lS, .1-9.5Z 





Mason _ 

Mohr_ 

Parsons . 

Rosen _ 

Tamm_ 

Nease _ 


Reference is made to my memorandum dated ZSTaifiX 
June. 17, 1957. On his TV broadcast, June 16, 1957, 

Qp™ Pearson made reference to the contents of a specific 
j/ SVentral Intelligence Agency (CIA) report_dealing with 
expenditures of th§^61finese Nationalist Government. 

ThLT.siLcm:L. . ±a-.in.spructions, the Liaison Agent contacted 

Office of Security, CIA, on June 34, 


Winterrowd _ 
Tele. Room . 

Holloman_ 

Gandy. 


b3 


1957, to ascertain if Pearson had authorised access to 
the report in question and to also .determine whether or 
not the particular report was still classified. 


On June 35, 1957, 


advised that a 


preliminary check made by him indicated that the report 
was still classified and that Pears on did not have 
authorised access to the document. | |stated that 

\ he was still checking on this matter and that the Liaison 
I Agent should not accept the foregoing as CIA's complete 
\ and official reply. 

ACTION: 

Liaison will follow this matter closely with 
CIA and report the results. 
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1 - Mr. Boardman 
1 - Mr. Belmont 
1 - Mr. Jacks 
1 - Mr. Crowley 
1 - Mr. Beegan 
1 - Liaison Section 
1 -Mr. Papich 
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0 ~ /- 
SUBJECT: mST/ PEARSON TlLMQMJu&SJL. 

A STATIjmJBm^Z. g 

fm 8:15 jjM 

! M * Reference is made -bo my memorandum dated 

^ June 26, 1957. On his TV broadcast on June 16, 1957, 

) Brew Pearson made reference to the contents of a specific 
djL CIA report dealing with the expenditures of the Chinese 
Nationalist Government. Liaison has been following this 
j* matter with CIA in order to establish if the CIA report 
was still classified and, furthermore, to ascertain if 
Pearson had authorised access to the report. 


or 
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On June 27, 1957, \ _ l Office of \ J 

Security, CIA, advised that the CIA report from which 
Pearson quoted several state ments continues to c arry the 
classi f ication o f J SS9yj «B3c » rt I { further advised that 

Pearson has not been gi ven authoris ed access by CIA to the 
report or its contents. stated that copies of the 

report were disseminated to the state Department, Army, 
Navy, Air Force and the Bureau. He advised that CIA is 

I i currently conducting an inquiry within its own agency in 
order to establish the extent of the report's dissemination 
within CIA proper. 





ACTION: 


Liaison will follow this matter with CIA. 
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1 - Mr. Jacks 
1 - Mr. Crowley 
1 - Mr. Beegan 
1 - Liaison Section 
1 - Mr. Papich 
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tt& LIAISON 


Data August 2, 1957 


DECLASSIFIEjvJY 

on .. /[ to'ISK 


Director , ' 

Gentral Intelligence Agency 

2430 s Street, N,W* I 

Washington, D* 0, ; '/■ 

Attention! Colonel Sheff ield Sdwards 
Director of Security 



• il ^ jH"' 


zroms 


y T ttsl. 


John Sdgar Hoover, Director ^ 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
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Subject: &m FSAMSON TBJMC&ST .^jyj 

- STATION W&L-TV ^ /c v$S 

2:15 F.M,, Jim 16, 2957 f ALL 

- * ; . ■ sSS 


OtMgy:^ ?; • P3 


Cp -'C 
/a ^ . 


4 , . - /n connect ton wi th the captioned tele cast in 

.^uihich Mr* Pearson quoted from CIA Deport Number 
Assistant Attorney General Tompkins has requested units 
‘ JBuremA to determine and advise^ him of the following: 

\ .-iff 5i .*****^' f | ..-*•• ^ * \ 

•\’ r r $ -■*'-%fizrJX Whether the disseminated copies of the report 
\ p 7 J^f^Eontained a security classification stamp, and whether 
the particular page of the report from which Mr, Pearson 
Y w a qkoted contained a security classification stamp* 
j. i copy of the report contains only one page)* 

sent director I Uhetfter the-'infonnatipn quoted by Pearson, siandim 
UJ *. r , ,,. ^yyy itself? contained, information relating to the nat jpn&i 
. defense as of the '.date - of disclosure, that is Jme 16, 


^ ri IT ^ -PM --SL« 5 . ' ' : 7... 

(X \M\rW the infotm&ion disclosed cm be declassified. *£ 

*1W in m event of prosecution* 11 ^ !is 

J/ It is requgsted&Siat^ ihf-> Hhformat ion .requested. by ' 

Assistant Attorney general Tmp&inB befurnished- to this ,&umu ( \ 
>fat—yodr earliest convenience*. X£,p® $lc$ Requested that the 
identity of the individual whs dm testify Qdhekimtng the first 

Class tfiedjDfosu g, since letter re'ferfs to a-speei-f-ic 
?h |and ident document disewfsed by-Pedr&on 
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Pearson made* the following! 
classified document referre 


M 


7-26-57 


[tote from the CIA 

to in the attached letter: 


"I have heps an exc erpt from Central Intelligence Report 
marked [ "[ which states that CHIANG Kai-shek 

withdrew 40 million dollars from the Bank of China for 
propaganda work and bribery in the United States . I am 
“quoting. Thirty-five million of the total was paid 
January, 1949, by the Bank of China on the direction 
of O.K. Yui (phonetic) to Madam CHIANG Kai-shek. 
Other payments were Sun Fo (phonetic), $2,400,000; 
Chen Li Fu (phonetic), $1, 500, 000; Bishop Paul Yu Pin 
(phonetic), one million dollars; Hu Shih, one million 
dollars. Bank officials refused to pay but finally did so 
when directed by O. K. Yui (phonetic) who said the money 
was to be used for propaganda in the United States which 
would require bribery of American officials. End of 
quote. " 


The investigation requested by the Department will be 
instituted-. CIA has been conducting an administrative 


inquiry within its^gvp agency regarding this document 
and most of me^quesfions raised by the Department can 


'be obtained through CIA. 
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DATE: July 11, 1957 




BROADCAST 




3ll5 P.M. JUNE 16, 1957 





Boardman 
/fjjSelfoont _ 

(/TMason_ 

Mohr_ 

Parsons _ 

Rosen _ 

Tamm_ 


Nease , 
Winterrowd . 


Tele. Room . 

Holloman_ 

Gandv 


Reference is made to previous memoranda captioned 
as above relating to Drew Pearson r s quoted statements from t \ S,) L vC 
a classified Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) report on 
the subject of alleged expenditures of the Chinese Nationalist , /< 

Government. CIA advised 3 through Liaison } that it was giving raj jm* y A^ 
consideration to approaching Pearson and asking him for the m f* 1* 
return of the document from which he made his statements 3 and 
also to ask him for the identity of the individual who trans¬ 
mitted the information to him. CIA indicated that such action 
would not be taken without first checking with the Bureau in 
order to make certain that nothing was done to conflict with 
our interests . 


3 


This is to advise that on July 10 , 1957, , 

Office of Security, CIA, was advised by the Liaison 

/• M -L MVt A ~ _ _ __ t _ T M • . . > 


Agent that an approach of Pearson by CIA, as indicated above, 

—{^decision to be made by CIA . It was made clear to 

that under no circumstances should CIA have the impression 

. __T. _ i i - . mm. . 


b3 


____I ------ 

that any approach on this matter made by CIA was contingent 
upon the approval of the FBI . 


ACTION: 


None. For your information. 
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1 - Mr. Wacks 
1 - Liaison Section 
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Reference is made -bo my memorandum dated - 

June 28, 1957. On his TV broadcast June 16, 1957, Drew 
Pearson made reference to the contents of a specific - ,/ , 

Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) report dealing with the ' ' Ar t fS\ 
expenditures of the Chinese Nationalist Government. , v* 

)Liaison ascertained that the report's contents quoted by 
Pearson were classified and thdt Pearson had not /A 

[been given any authorised access to the CIA report. In the , rjj, / 
referenced memorandum I reported that CIA was conducting LAp* 
an inquiry within its own agency in order to establish the V v ' 
extent of the reportb dissemination within CIA proper. V 

On July 5, 1957, _ Office of 

Security, CIA, advised that his agency was giving considera - b 3 

tion to requesting Pearson to release the document from 
which he read to CIA. CIA also plans to ask Pearson for 
the,—^.entity of the person who gave him the CIA information. 

| pointed out that the foregoing was only under considera - 

' tion and CIA would not initiate the action described without li tLI c, ■/$ 
first checking with the Bureau in order to make certain (I 4 f/Pl 

that nothing was done to conflict with the Bureau's ‘l u |v° 

interests. 1 JA 


ACTION: 

/5— 7/ 

Liaison will continue to follow this matter with . 

0IA - befi ttiHf 

-: ; c <1 REC0RDEB^4 V / ./.A 
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1 - Mr. Boardman 
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Office M.ei 


TO 


Mr. L. V. Boardman 


srom : Mr. A. H. Belmont 


'if^PK 



UNIT 


VERNMENT 


DATE: June l 8 , 195? 


subject: DEBIT BEARS ON TV BROADCAST 
STATION VJMAL-TV 

2:15 PM., 8 / 16 / 5 ? 


ALL 

HEi?S5fJ IS UfiCLASSIFSED - 
DATE^bg^r^BY 

//-£-}/ ft'tf /o-j^ 
SP? ei/tji*) ^ 




l To; 

tychols* 
Boatdrpkn 




lason . 

. /yi 0 Mohr_ 

^W*6+**&*J T pjp Parson s^^— 


Parsons . 
Rosen ; 
Tamm . 
Nease . 


Winterrowd _ 
Tele. Room . 
Holloman 
Gandy 


Ire ?:■' Pearson, on his TV "broadcast of 6/16/5?, quoted 
from what he alleged to be a Central Intelligence report relating 
to the expenditure of large sums of money by CHIANC Kai-shek in f-\i fr -.--M 
the United States for propaganda work, arid bribery. The information 
related by Pearson appears in a CIA report, a copy of which was 
furnished to the Bureau in 1953 with the classification n,~ ' Vi^.i^ilj .. 


~4r 



My memo of 6/l?/5?, to you stated tha,t we would contact ~CIA to 
determine whether Pearson has authorized access to the report and whether 
or not the report is still classified. Mr. Tolson inquired as to why 
this action was being taken. 


Since Pearson was publicly quotinafrom a document which 
to the Bureau's knowledge is classified'^&&£h Pearson would be in 
technical violation of the espionage statutes, ft was our intention 
to determine from CIA whether the information is still classified 

and in the event that it is, we intended to refer the matter 
to the Department and take no other action. It is believed that we have a 
responsibility to determine whether or not there is actually a violation. If material is 
no^ unclassified, there would be no violation and, of course, no action at all will be 
ACTION: - taken. 

This memo is submitted pursuant to Mr. Tolson's inquiry. 


Tics: Mr. Boardman 
Mr. Belmont 
Mr. Macks 


Mr. Crowley 
Mr. Deegan ~ij 
Mr. Sanders 
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f. Roach 
~ Sanders 
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Tolson _ 

Nichols _ 

Boardman . 
Belmont _ 

-Mason_ 

Mohr_ 

Parsons_ 

Rosen_ 

Tamm_ 

Nease _ 


Assistant Attorney General 
William F, Tompkins 

'£$£ $ 3 - 

Director, FBI 

' o 

DREW. BEAHSQH TEW AST 
STATION mML-TY 
2: IS P.M., JUNE 16, 1957 
ESPIONAGE - X 


September ifr 1957 



fr/sr/>S- 


Reference is made to your memorandum of 
July 25» 1957» which requested that we determine 
the extent of dissemination within the Departments 
of State, Army, Navy and Air Force and this Bureau 
of the document from which Mr, Pearson quoted on 
June l6, 1957 • Referenced memorandum further , 
requested that it be determined whether the 
disseminated copies contained a security classification 
stampi whether the page from which he quoted carried 
a security classification stamp; whether the information 
quoted by Pearson, standing by itself, contained 
information relating to the national defense as of 
the date of disclosure; and whether the information 
disclosed can be declassified in event of prosecution. 

By letter dated August 29, 1957, the 
Central Intelligence Agency furnished the following 
informations 


a You are advised that the disseminated 
copies of | | consisted of only one page per 


b3 


copy and were prepared on a ditto process with the <o7 
classif ication appearing in ditto on each 


classification 
copy of the report, 

■\ * - 

n The report and the information contained 
therein had not been declassified as of 16 June 1957 * 

However, after a careful review we have determined that 
the information quoted by Mti Pearson, standing <$?y itselfj, / 




does not contain information relating to the^t&tional 


- 'W- -.-- 7 * T* 7T ^ jr • r ‘* r 

defense as of the date of disclosure, that^is 16 June 1957, < 

ESStdmn M' 

( 6 ) T^n P ' 

NOTE : Classified : 

is quoted from the CIA letter. 



\yJx & 

since information sb'^classified\ \ 

i 


Winterrowd_ 

Tele. Room_ 

Holloman 
Gai 


MA lUBQ a 
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Assistant Attorney General 
William F. Tompkins 


tt In connection with your request for the 
identity of the individual who could testifij 
concerning the classification of the specific report 
and whether or not it contained information relating 
to the national defense, you are advised that there 
are a number of individuals who could testify « Since 
some of these individuals are assigned to different 
locations from time to time, the names are not being 
furnished at this tine although we would be pleased 
to maize an individual available cut your convenience 
if you so desire. a & ~ 


Inasmuch as the document in question was 
disseminated in December of 1949* the Army and 
Air Force are having some difficulty in determining 
the extent of dissemination of the document after 
receipt by those Departments. The Army has advised 
that its information is contained in microfilm 
records in dead storage which are now being checked. 

It is expected that the information concerning the 
extent of dissemination by the Departments of Army, 
Navy, Air Force and State will be available within 
a few days and it will be furnished to you immediately 
upon receipt. ' 


A Photostat of the document in question 
was furnished to Assistant Attorney General Warren Olney III 
with memorandum dated March 12, 1953* which ms captioneu 
»China Cobby, Registration Act. n Bo otner dissemination 
of the document has been made by this Bureau* 
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■ GOVERNMENT 


TO 


Mr* L. 7. Boardman 


DATE '.August 1, 1957 


FROM 


Afr. 11. #. Be 


SUBJECT 



cc - Ifr. Boardman 
Mr* Belmont 
is Liaison (4) 

y Mr* Sander 

DREW PEARSON TELECAST ... * »all 

STATION WMALMTV P * , f} *fenOH Cf TWNEtt ^ 

3 :15 P.M* , JUNE 16, 1957 u E J lS . J 

ntw1 ESPIONAGE ’ r X •; ' 

DECLASSIFIED BY \ I (r.f «•" ‘ , T» OAT&r?.-.^^ jr % (/I 

J / r/ 

By-memorandum*of 7-25-57 AAG Tompkins referred' fo 


ON 



T ” w faa 


NeggeVffi^ i 
Tele. Room « 
Holloman _i 


Sureaif 


memorandum of 7-3-57 vjhich advised that Pearsofi quoted from a classifJieM 
CIA document on his telecast on 6-16-57, Tompkins requested Bureq^swo ' 
determine dissemination of document within State, Army, Navy, FBJT and 
Air Force; whether disseminated copies contained a security classification 
stamp and vjhether the page from which Pearson quoted carried a security 
classification stamp; whether the information quoted by Pearson, standing 
by itself, contained information relating to the national defense as of 
the date of disclosure; and whether the information disclosed can be 
declassified in event of prosecution* The Director inquired, n Did we 
send memorandum of July 3 on our own or at request CIA?" 


On Pearson's 6-16-57 telecast he read from a CIA document; 
Bufiles contained copy of document from which Pearson quoted and as of 
1953 if was classified£$&&gf>t (the document is Number \ I subject 

"Funds of Nationalist Leaders," country-China, Bufile 97-3076-40) * b3 


Since Pearson apparently had unauthorised possession of classified 
information, had reason to believe it could be used to the injury of the 
U.S. or to Advantage of a foreign nation (since it was classified), 
and willfully communicated the information to persons not entitled to 
receive it, it appeared that he was violating Section 793, Title 18, 

USC* We checked with CIA to determine whether information still 
classified and xohether Pearson had authorized access since these factors 
would determine whether he might be violating the statute, CIA advised 
Bureau on 6-28-57 that information still classified and Pearson 

had no authorised access* We were additionally advised CIA was conducting 
j inquiry within CIA to determine extent of dissemination in CIA, Copies 


of document had been dis&eminated to State, Army, Navy, Air Force 

q aU ^*** @5^ O r*a# — 


and 


Since Bureau 




ing leaks 


/ 


to the press has been to refer them to the Department for decision 
as to whether investigation warranted, the 7-3-57 memorandum was addressed 
to Tompkins furnishing facts of case and advising we would conduct no 
investigation unless he requested to the contrary. This action taken to 
preclude any criticism of Bureau for taking no action where a, vi olation 
had apparently occurred. CIA did not r e quest ..Bureau to^take action, . 
Tompkins ' memorandum of 7-25-SW^equesied Bureau ascertain cprfjEUB, / 


specif ic-Aitem^s 



>/ informati on./ y&tUUKUtU - K ( 

r l 




. S7 
T DIRECTOl 


SEl 

OH APPROVAL. 
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Memorandum, from Belmont to Boardman 
Re: Drew Pearson Telecast 
Station WMAL-TV 

2:1.5 p.m. 9 Jim 16, 195? 

ACTION : 

Attached is suggested letter to CIA advising that 
Tompkins has requested certain information and requests that 
CIA furnish the information to Bureau • 

Through Liaison we will determine to which office in 
Army, Navy, Air Force, and State, copies of the documents were 
sent by CIA and when • ' We will then through liaison determine 
in those offices the extent of the dissemination of the documents 
in those agencies as requested by AAG Tompkins • 

It is noted that numerous instances of such leaks have 
been called to the Department*s attention in the past including 
the results of detailed investigation in a number of cases . 
However, the Department has taken no prosecutive action and it 
appears pointless to waste manpower and money on fruitless 
investigations of this type • Henceforth, we will not tak eMbhe* 
init iati ve in cal 1 ing i terns of this n aiure '°~ : uo~~th e~jatte n tion of 
unieWW^r^TTexnftG^comolaint is received by the 
yBureau requiring reference to the Department • 
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Memorandum 
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Callahan . 
Conrad — 
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•^1%\ 


HR. SULLIVAN 


date: 


1-10-62 


DeLoach , 

Evans _ 

Malone_ 

Rosen - 


Sullivan . 
Tavel — 


FROM 


W. S. TAVEL 

0 


Trotter . 


subject: 

'*7 


DREY/ PEARSON 
BUFILE 65-60573 


AUtNFORM^'ONCONTMNEO ^ 

ss338&«*®0 


Tele. Room . 
Ingram_ 


Gandy . 


HUM—- o„ 

■JTXtf, 7SS- 



?*% 




The above captioned file is presently maintained in the Special 
File Room of the Records Branch, Files and Communications Division. You 
are requested to have the substantive supervisor, responsible for this 
matter, review the file to determine if it is necessary to continue to 
maintain the file in the Special File Room, or whether it may be returned 
to the regular file sequence. The appropriate notation should be made on 
this memorandum which should be returned to the Filing Unit, Room 1113 IB. 
This memorandum will be filed in the case file to record the action taken 
in connection with this review. 



There are two sections to this file. See memorandum 
W. A. Branigan to A. H. Belmont dated 7-29-52 (65-60573-56) for the 
previous authorization to maintain this file in the Special Mail 
Room. 
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